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editorial Abolishing the Borders from Below 


There is a justifiable need to abolish the borders between nations, societies, cultures and whatever else 
separates and defines us. In order that this process does not lead to the formation of new borders or other types 
of segregation, like those established by elitist institutions such as the EU, NATO or UN, it has to be meals iii 
below, by the people. There is an enduring need to immediately abolish all states, governments and Calis il 
institutions so that communities based on common values such as freedom, respect, cooperation and solidarity 
can be formed. These communities in turn can lead to the transformation of the world order into one based on the 
above mentioned values. in order to push that process forward with support for the development of the anarchist 
movement over the borders we have created ... 


“Abolishing the Borders from Below” 
an anarchist courier from Eastern Europe 


There are many reasons why it is necessary to put out this type of publication on a regular basis. There 
are a large number of anarchist groups in EE which could operate much more effectively with a continual exchan- 
ge of ideas, tactics, experiences and materials with similarly minded groups from all over Europe and the World. 
It is clear that many western activists are also interested in the ideas and actions of the “eastern anarchists". We 
believe it to be necessary to tighten the cooperation between east and west in resisting Fortress Europe, the glo- 
balization of the world economy, and above all capitalism and it's effects on our life. A mutual exchange of inspi- 
rations, motivations, and cooperation from anarchist communities all over Europe is needed on a day to day basis 
not only in times of international protests like the ones in Prague, Gothenburg and Genoa. The intent of this paper 
is to set up a better network of communication between groups and individuals from different parts of this conti- 
nent. It is also a platform for regular presentation and exchange for various anarchist groups from EE itself, as 
well as helping to strengthen contacts between them and will hopefully lead to mutual inspiration. It also gives an 
opportunity for effectively organizing common campaigns and struggles. The process of creating an editorial team 
for AbolishingBB was a great step toward this so we appeal to everyone to make the most of the information here 
as effectively as possible. Finally this paper can be seen also as a mirror of our movement so every positive deve- 





lopment in EE is coming back to us in form of motivation for further work on this magazine ... 


An anarchist courier 





“AbolishingBB” is a bi-monthly bulletin 
with information on different political and 
cultural anarchist/anti-authoritarian acti- 
vities in Eastern Europe. 


Editorial team 


Ts a part of an international. anarchist col- 
lective based around east-european acti- 
vists living in Berlin. Our work would be 
not possible without great cooperation of 
our corespondents around EE. 


Abolishing Collective 


This collective was created in Autumn 
2001 in Berlin by east-curopean migrant 
anarchists. As well as this publication the 
collective also organizes radio-show, a 
libertarian library, various solidarity 
actions, informative mectings, cultural 
events. We're cooperating with other-anar- 
chist groups, projects, and campaigns 
(mostly in EE but not only) and suppor- 
ting local and global struggle against all 
kinds of opression and-for free-society. 


Correspondents 


Our work is based'on relativly stabil network of 
corespondents from different repions of EE 
which are covering the most current, impor- 
tantand interesting -issucs. All people involved 
in AbolishingBB work onno-profit bases. 








Executors 
Corespondents: Dima (Lwow - Ukraine), 
Orest (Pristina - Kosovo); Pavel (Prague - CS), 
Krivash (Brauslava - Slovakia), Marija (Skopje 
- Macedonia), Saszka (Grodno - Belarus), 
Nastya (Minsk - Belarus), Anti (Moscow - 
Russia), Tuuli & Slon (Petersburg - Russia), 
Domas (Vilnius - Lithuania), Ive (Ryga - 
Latvia), Maja-Tine (Ljubljana - Slovenia), 
Jelena-Suncana (Zagreb - Croatia), Tavi 
(Timisoara - Romania), M. (Ankara - Turkey), 
Soja, Laura, Zaczck, Michu (Bialystok, 
Warszawa, Torun - Poland), Barbara - Rebel 
Mouse (Belgrad - Serbia), Lajos (Budapest - 
Hungary). 

Publishing, editoring, text treat: 
ment, photos & graphics treatment, layout, 
cover concept, distabution to the local distribu- 
tors, web-side mastenng....: ABB Collective 


English-proof: JFK and Manuel 
Print: DreiGroschenDruck & ABB + 
YellowKid 


Other sources of info 


These arc: “altecZE” EE-anarchists internet 
discussion list, “Warhead” - internet info ser- 
vice of @-activites in Poland, ABC info bul- 
letins, “Avtonom” russian magazine of 
Autonomous Action Network, Russian indy- 
media; KOLOKOL newsletter; Chechnya 
Newsletter, “AACTTV-ist Newsleter’ from 
Romania & others. 


Co-operation 


If you operate in Eastern Europe you can 
send to us info about protests, manifestations 
and other actions going on.in your region ... 
you Can present activities of groups, collecti- 
ves and projects working in your neighbour- 
hood ... you can inform us about up-com- 
ming political and cultural events ... you can 
present statements of your group on local or 
global issues, you can express your ideas, 
opinions of criticism ... everything from anar- 
chist perspective. You can join our-redaction 
collective as a corespondent sending regular 
reports covering different forms of activities 
in your region. Please texts send co: 


abolishing BB@hotmail.com 


Please send your graphics/ photos only to: 


abolishingBBphotos@hotmail.com 


If you operate inother parts of the world you 
can help with distribution. You can Spread 
information about this publication or just 
make the most of the information here as 
effectivly:as possible, 


Anarchist Courier from Eastern =A] coyote) 











Page 3 Abolishing the Borders from Below editorial 


Distributio This little anarchist project which just through its 
cxisieubs Supports iy olber» guntelot grajem 
We are looking for people/collectives ready ses needs your finance support 


to distribute this publication on a regular 
basis in their regions (especialy in southern 
Europe). Previous issues are as well availa- 
ble. Contact for distribution: 


wielkowitsch@hotmail.com 


More-complex information on page 5. 


Free copies / Print-Rin 


cae ae eee pee RLATION 
IN EASTERN EUROPE 


touch with us) as well ag to our corespondents 
who supply:a postal adresses. Ar the moment : 
Theory vs. Pretice 
Articles and interview towards 


we print by ourselves 1200 copies of cach 
issue, and there ace some local groups which 

re-appropration acts and processes in EE 
Part J: Poland and Russia 


make more copies by themselves after our 





CATALISATOR OF CREEPER 
UPHEAVAL IN RUSSIA 
REPORT ON PUTINS WAR-POLITICS 














agreement on that. 

Unfortunately until now we were not able to 
cover our ¢ditorial costs only through selling 
the newspaper so we are always very open for 
some benefits from outside. 


bad enGfhisH reputation 


As you probably noticed THE ENGLISH pages 24-26 STR UGGLE IN 

which is used in this newspaper is very far 9 pe 

from its gramatical and stylistic ideals. Lt is "PROMISED LAND a: 
OF CAPITALISTS 


mostly because this is ENGLISH in which 
most of our corespondents, big part of our 

Workers’ protests, inigration and impoverishment 
Romania after transision - REPORT 








“In Walbrzych currently lives 130 000 people, unemploy- 


ment is 33 - 60%" “Miners are breaking the law concer- 
ning explaitation of natural resources” 


INTERVIEW WITH ACTIVIST FROM LOWER 
SILESIA - CRISIS REGION OF POLAND 








readers and most of us (as the editors) are 
communicating. So obviously we choose to 
use ENGLISH which is understandable for 
ourslves. Secondly, we decided to be rather 


“BAD ENGLISH - REPUTATION” newspa- Pages 27-28 
per as to rise a level of language and this 
way decrease probably 30-60% of our regu- 


lur readers, especialy in south and eastern 
Europe. 


AbolishingBB online 


This website is a source of information about . 
our collective but especially - an archieve of all ages 28-29 NEW DISPLACEMENT IN BRNO 
texts which appeared in our newspaper in the Ps 1 . . P 
past. Check it out (some chapters are still OR 
HOW IT'D FALLEN OUT 
WITH "DIRECT DEMOCRACY" 
Report from Slovakia 


“THIS [S NOT 
OUR CHOICE” 


Presidential elections in Ukraine 





under construction). 


www.abb.hardcore.lt 


Deadlines : ib =: 
Deadline Ton.Mext issues. ietZ2004 pages 33-34 


Not all opinions are same with our opi- 
nions but certainly all of them we found as 
worth to be printed (for various reasons) !!! 






ROMAS IN SERBIA 
ON THE EXAMPLE OF THE 
COMMUNITY IN RAKOVICE BELGRAD 
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* Situation in. Ramanian and Azerbejian prisons * Anarcho-regionalists in Lithuania * Workers disnissal in Creesia * 4BC Meseaw® 


(ell fo} ¢f1| 


In spite of dramatic 
financial problems and a 
slight voluntéer decrease in 
our collecti- 


ve, {WO pro- gas 6.) 
blems which Went cm Yuba 

appeared Parogn Narewleonia 
independent- Fxesy 

y From cach KOMORNIK SADOWY 
both very ptt} Suarie Begpars (THY Be 
much limi- w Spoor Saskia) 
ee : a 

torial capaci- 

ties, we 


managed to put out another 
issue almost on time. We are 
very glad about this and we 
teally hope you will be too. 
This.is not the special issue 
of ABB as was announced 
online recently. The special 
issue, dealing 
with modern 
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the gatherings, Tons of 
examples were re-discovered 
in Latin Ameri¢a as worthy 


to transplant on the Western 
European ground. And alt- 
hough, unfortunately, we did 
not release any efficient 
results of those challenges.so 
far, Some interesting, analyses 
and reflections appeared and 





least, there is something 
what scheme us-specially 
towards approaching the re- 


appropriation ideas to 
| the EE reality, namely 
the fact that apparently 
these kinds of practices 
are anything but strange 
within EE societies. To 
put it short and clearly: 
what in western Europe 
appears as the theoreti- 

; cally proofed measure 
of revolutionary activity 
and urgently seeks for 

the subjects which would be 

ready. to put it into action, 
appears within many EE 
communities (in-some-coun- 
tries more than:in the othezs) 
to bea commonipractice 
which; paradoxically, does 


“No way, you will definitely not find in this issue any indications 
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further reactions of other'cor- 
respondents and arejready to 
continue this issue in at least 
one moré edition of ABB. 
The second topic 
which took quite a lot of 
space in this issue is the cur- 
rently growing oppression of 
the state apparatus towards 
huge parts of, population (as 
it would never be enough of 
it) in some particular coun- 
tries like Russia and Ukraine: 
The Ukrainian material we 
had taken from official press, 
as well as two other texts in 
this edition. Although we 
strongly preter to print mate- 
tial written by, true-activists 
before using work of the pro- 
fessional jourmalists, someti- 
mes we found some events 
foo significant 
to not report on 






history of ; oe. them. just 
eastern of where your cars have been seen last time - forget it! Beene hiack 
European socie- | ABB#18: Re-appropration in Eastern Europe / part 1. | oforginal_— 
ties from the reporting. This 





anarchist perspective can not 
be set up because of the rea- 
sons mentioned above. What 
is special in THIS issue is 
that apart from traditional 
reports on social fractions, 
presentation of activities of 
anarchist rooted communities 
and commentaries on various 
socio-political developments, 
all in Eastern Europe, we 
decided to penetrate, in our 
opinion, one of the most spe- 
cific and current processes 
taking.place within EE socic- 
ties whichis ... RE-APPRO- 
PRIATION. 

After many years of 
remaining im silence, re- 
appropriation as possibly an 
essential element of the. 
stmegle (resistance) is back 
on the mouth of revolutiona- 
ry leftists in the westem part 
of the continent. In last peri- 
6d we have witnessed therea 
great number of various sta- 
tements and polemics, as 
well as creation of new pro- 
jects and campaigns related 
to that issue. Some groups 
have-put this “taking-it-back" 
topic in the very centre of 
their political agenda, and in 
some traditional leftists’ con- 
ferences - as a main theme of 


stimulated us to give this 
issue some space in our 
magazine. 

Actually there were 
two more reasons that further 
our interest. One is a very 
pragmatic one and derives 
from the great sense of our 
project which is about bak- 
king by building the bridges 
between east and west 
Evropean anarchist and liber- 
tarian spectrums. Providing a 
space in ABB for sharing of 
various progressive ideas is 
one of these back-ups. Just to 
be understood properly: we 
are far from the 1dea ofiset- 
fing the concepts established 
in One part of continent in 
the other part just like that, 
without any considerations. 
What we are exactly inter- 
ested in is at first to enable 
the approach, analysis and 
criticism of those concepts, 
what should be helpful by 
estimation of "fitting" of 
those concepis-to the EE rea- 
hittes: Of course we areas 
well there to support and 
improve those of these con- 
cepts: which EB comnrunities 
decide as worthy of adop- 
fron: 

Cast butnot the 


not give an impression of 
being felt up with any social. 
reflection. 

Exactly this paradox, 
and especially the conelu- 
sions which could be name, 
transferred in to the/acts and 
implemented into the real 
live, have convinced us final- 
ly to‘ask our correspondents 
for taking: this theme, in con- 
sideration while preparing 
the materials for new issue of 
ABB. Well, we were-not'sur- 
prised‘to receive’the greatest 
response from theiside of our 
polish correspondents - there 
are some well: known reasons 
for that which some could 
even consideras a part of 
regionaliculfire ... well, here 
we are joking a’bit. No, way, 
you will definitely not fingin 
thisissue of ABB any indi- 
eations of where your cars 
have been:scem last time - 
forget it! But you'swill find 
here the first portion of prac- 
tical andi theoretical approa- 
ches to the re-appropration, 
topic from the "polish per- 
spective", Some fascinating 
material about history of 
pirate:radio in Soviets/CIS\ts 
related fo this topie as well, 
Weare looking forward for 


issue can be taken! as an 
exemplary one for our édito- 
rial compromises. 

Finally we would 
like to apologize:toall of you 
which get this and'the pre- 
yious editions of ABB with 
few, weeks long delay: It was 
caused'by the reasons we 
explained in the very begin- 
ning: It is‘actually quite a 
painful situation for us, when 
after printing of the new 
issue tons of boxes filled up 
witht newspapers:are occupy- 
ing oureftice for weeks as 
wehave no funds to send 
thetn around the world. This 
Was'the situation with #17, 
and apparently the same will 
be with that edition. Here we 
are appealing once again to 
all of you, especially those 
ones which are notin the 
Similar situation to ours, to 
Support the existance of this 
one little project which just 
through its existance sup- 
poets many many others in 
many regions. And so that 
you ean get in January: 2005 
anotlier 40 pages of crude 
english written messages 
from Eastern Europe. Till 
then ... 

AbolishingBB 


Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe 
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Russia 


BESLAN: 


CATALISATOR 
OF CREEPER UPHEAVAL 
IN RUSSIA 


War in Chechnia have long time ago became for Kreml 
the habitual way of realization and ReBLOGucHon of power! 


While in Autumn 2064 many peo- 

‘ple in Russia, Eastern Europe and 
all the world heard about Beslan, 
official Russian channels were pre- 
senting the situation in such way as 
the Russian people could not catch 
the obvious conection to war in 
Chechnia, which has been going on 
for almost £0 years. 


sO 
WHAT IS 
THIS 
WAR 
ABOUT ? 


The Russian | 

president. and | 

government §ay 

call it; action 

against terro- 

rists; struggle 7” 

for integrity of 

|? | 

against separatism and world tero- 
rism. 


Chechenian separatists version - 
this is war for independence and 
freedom. 


Marxsist (Trotskyists, Communists" 


and so on) call it war for oil. But 
usuaily it’s not more precise than 
this. 


We want to show that war in 
Chechnia is one of important, but 
also quite common place instru- 


ment of Russian internal politics, 
and an instrument of realization of 
authority. 


For argument of it we want to show 
how the present president of AM 
came to power. 


HOW: | 
PUTIN WAS ELECTED 
THE FIRST TIME 


In the moment when Putin became 
prime minister in Summer 1999 he 
was an unknown official in the 
KGB structure. His first months in 
the chair of prime minister did not 
increase this popularity. One of the 


_ first public polls have showed that 
Putin had only 2% of support of 


the population. 
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So his position was rised with the 
help of second (in the 20th centua- 
ry) Russian-Chechnian war. This 
war itself starts to be “popular” 
after a few explosions of block of 
flats in Moscow, Voleodosk, and 
Buinaksk. Before this, for a majori- 
ty of the people the news from 
North Caucasus was just routine. It 
is because the war was. going on 
already since autumn 1994, the 
time when the first Russian 
Chechenian war started. ; 


The explosions in blocks of flats 
showed to Russian people, that this 
war was taking place not only far 
away in the South and it needed 
new men to be called up for milita- 
ry services in the Caucasus, but it 
was coming "straight" to everyo- 
ne's home all around the country. 
People felt real fear (you go to 
Sleep, but don't know if you will 


' wake up or not) so they immiadia- 


tely wanted have a strong defender, 
and this face appeared in Putin, 
still only prime minister, but a real 
defender! 


And program of his was short, but 
corresponding: We will hunt the ter- 
rorists everywhere we find them, 
hunt them till death. If we find them 
of the toilet - they will die right there. 


And neon liked this (or was it just 
that the official media tried te por- 
tray people as liking this idea?) 
Putins ratings creeped up. 
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In the beuining everybudy thought 
that this war is really srccessfid. 
“without bloud’'. and that Russian 
soldiers are like liberators. Also the 
actual inturmation about human 
vielims e.g. caplosion of the bomb 
on the market in the centre of 
Grozny. was just "missed" by the 
official media. But when Russian 
troops advanced deeper 

into Chechia, there was 

more and more under- 
standing of the resl situa- 

tion. Even with the help of 

the official media. public 

support for the war drop- 

ped - in summer 2000 

there was left just one 
half-independent channel 

(NTV) and some newspa- 

pers which did not present 
government fine. Putin 

then deceided to bring 

nearer the clections. 
Yeltsin then resigned, aud 

by Russian federation 
constitution new elections 

were held in March 2000. 


ln the begining opposition 

to Putin's war was Jarge. 

2-3 times ina week 

meetings against war took place in 
Moscow, but what happened (or 
did not happen?); Putin was elec- 
ted in firs€ tour. The wonder hap- 
pend: less than half a year hefore 
he had only 2% of the public's sup- 
port and now more than 50%'! 

In any event Putin came to power 
under the banacr of winning 
against 

separatism and terrorism. 


PUTINS 
FIRST 
TERM 


Putin started his presidential 
cadence with politics which had 
not mich to do with preventing 
the terrorism and separatism but 
it appeared as preparations of 
backgrounds for future authorita- 
rian resime. He starts with conse- 
quently elimination of his enemies. 
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SUFFOCATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
PRESS 


The press critisised, and tore off his 
halo. When we are talking about 
the. press we bear in mind mostly 
TV because newspapers are only 


the second most important media 
source, and internet in Russia is 
not commonly used. 


Putin cleaned public television tho- 
roughly: After some machinations 
with shares of NVTY (one half inde- 
pendent telechannel) changed all 
journalists and now they are loyal 
to Putin (government), But for 
some regions of Russia it was oo 
matter, because they still receive 
only two federal TV channels con- 
trolled by government from the 
very beginning, 


Iu these days we ean call only one 
radiostation oppositional (which is 
mostly heard only in Moscow and 
St.Petersburg). and one new Spaper. 
which is printed 2 times in a week 
With O35 million circulation. This 
may not look small, but in Russia 
lives over 140 million peopte! Also 
a few oppositional newsleters, but 
they have no real influence. 


The press in fact is suppressed. 
Publishers and sponsors are intimi- 
dated, banished ont the country or 
inaprisoned, 


Russia 


SUPPRESSION 
OF POLININTIATIVE OF 
"OLIGARCHS" 


Putin took from Yeltsin hands 
Russia with a strong oligurchian 
influence. What do we rave today? 
Gusinsskij banished. Berezovskij 
banished, Chodorovskij, 
who publicly declared 
what he want stay in 
Russia. imprisoned. 


Nore of Jess about (heir 
political ambitions 
declared only fuur “olig- 
archs" - Gusiuskij, 
Berezovskij. 
Chodorovskij. 
Abramovich. 


Gusinshij was deprived 
of NTY channel and his 
publishing house and 
was banished from ihe 
country. 


Berezovshij, when he 
stoped to be foval to 
Putin had to Jeave 
Russia under the threat af arrest. 


Abramovich. he was elected to the 
Ciukotka governorship. but when 
he started (o feei heat, betrayed his 
foothall teani aad lives in Landon 
row, 


Chodourovskij- he vive financial 
belp for some oppositional parties 
und publicly declared his candidz- 
ture for the presidential elections in 
2008. He did not want to go abroad. 
and as a result now he is more than 
one year in prison. 


All other oligarchs enderstood that 
itis not the best time for them to 
have semething teeether with 
opposition aor in general with podi- 
tics In Russia iow. 


liowever this underiead just big 
oligarchs, while the smatier ones 
where still interesting in parteipe- 
ting in Structures of pawer. For 
these anes there was made a nen 
law from the Duma: if sameaody 
will take from bank acceunt more 
than 20.0008 in cash. the bark whl 
close all accounts aad ewrer will be 
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checked: maybe he has something 
association with terorists! This law 
was made because they don't want 
anybody to finance some oppositio- 
nal newspapers or small parties. 


CHECKING IN 
BIG OPPOSITIONAL 
PARTIES 


Putin felt the threat from these 
partys side, so against them was 
conducted a succesful coe enon 
of new measures. 


At first the Duma adopted the law 
for 7% barrier for parties which 
want to enter parliament. After 
this, some oppositional parties had 
less chances to be a part of parlia- 
ment. 


The second step was to introduce 
the 10,000 quantity for parties to 
enter the Duma. Again only — 
federal parties had to reach 

this number. After the Beslan 
tragedy the Duma are thin- 

king about a 50,000 or 
100,000 quantity. No one libe- 

ral or radical party can have 

such an amazing number of 
members. 


The next step of violence on 
“sharing the power” were 
elections to parlament in 
2003. After this election it 
begun the cleaning of Duma 

from the strong parties and in 
theirs places came “Kremlin par- 
ties’, the old and the new ones. In 
KPRF (the communists) place 
came same shit called MOTHER- 
LAND (pseudo-leftists and hurra- 
patriots) but with Kremls support. 
In JABLOKO place - LDPR (ziri- 
novskij party). Liberal-Party place 
took UNITED RUSSIA - totally 
under presidental and governmen- 
tal contol. 


The general demoralisation of 
Russian parties describe following 
example: In spring 2004 one of the 
anarchist groups was called per 
phone in their office by someone 
from ex-big liberal party and 
Straight asked to became some 
youth wing of them. Anarchists 
refuse. They phone again: You 
misunderstand us, we have a lot of 


— 
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money. Anarchists hang up the 
receiver, The party tried one more 
time: Listen, you dou't understand, 
we have VERY VERY much money. 
It will he suffice for all of you. The 
anarchists said no again, and this 
people start to search of luck in 
another place, 


PUTINS 
SECOND TERM: 
CREEPER 
COUP D’ETAT 


Kreml started to reform Russia, 
but these reforms were very far 
from standart European forms of 
democracy, so Kreml! needed some 
arguments to legitimize its deci- 
sions. At exactly this time the tra- 
gedy in Beslan happened what was 
very helpful for their plans. The 


President of Russia made a politi- 
cal use of the shock caused by | 
death of hundreds of childrens. He 
declared urgent state rcform, 
which is really necessary for fight . 
with terrorists, 


Firstly was declared for abrogation 
elections of governors. Now Putin 
will sppoint them by himself. 


BUT IT 
HAPPENED AFTER 
THE BESLAN. 


SO WHAT 
WAS BEFORE? 


Putin's regime prepare more than 
100 antisocial laws. ft foresaw 


abrogation of free travel on local 


transport for pensioners, abroga- 
tion of free medicine for chronical 
patients, abrogation of privitegies 
for ex-political prisoners of the 
times of Sovict Union, abrogation 
of free help for the people who 


‘worked in Chernobyl, abragation 


of students stipends, and so on. 
ALL of these new laws were adop- 
ted very fast in this summer. 


There were no big protest activi- 
ties: peoples actually did not 
understand what happened: State 
TV reviewed these changes in their 
own perspectives and during the 
summer majority of pensioners 
don't watch TV, they are almost all 
outside of the towns, growing vege- 
tables for winter. Society will reali- 
se what happened only after | 
January 2005 when the laws go into 
effect. This will likely be the only 
time we could expect mass protests. 


AND 

WHAT 
7310) OM 
CHECHNIA? 


independent press is now most- 

ly liquidated, oppositional par- 

ties are very weak, in partia- 

ment the majority is obedient, 

and now the government is 
under Kremls control. 


Under constant propaganda for 
necessity of the fight against terro- 
rism the cleaning of all political 


' Space (press, parties, sponsors-olig- 


archie and at the end the parlia- 
ment itself) in Russia is taking 
place. Each time when Kremls 
authority has political problems, 
then like a scary toy the problem of: 
Chechen terrorism was swowing 


up. 


When in autumn 1999 to nobody 
Known polititian (Mr. Putin) nee- 
ded to became a president level, we 
Saw the serie of blocks of flats 
exploding in Russian cities. 


When there was need to suffocate 
free TY, very to that point the cap- 
ture hostages in "Nord Ost" thea 
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ter have happend. 


Shortly before second Patins elec- 
tions - explosion in Moscow under- 
grannd, 


To hide negative effects of antisoci- 
allaws, Beslan was used. 


So even not taking in consideration 
the Chechnya problem. everything 
have been prepared for effective 
Supress of any possible peoples® 
protest in the future. Tie only pro- 
blem are professional cadres who 
should carry into effect this repres- 
sion. 


For that reason future guard of this 
society is learning in Chechnia 
now: 


Special police forces (OMON) get 
priceless expicrence. Expicrence of 
tortures, experience of kidnappings 
and secret murders. Phere is uo 
place for conscience in WAR, 
there is as well no place for cons- 
cience at home - in 89 administati- 
ve regions of Russia. 


The Personnel is ready, and they 
don't stop before repression, they 
just waiting for order. 


The issue of Chechnia will cover 
everthing: breaking humans rights, 
political freedom, corruption, 
Secret services and business mixing 
= now, more than half of the politi- 
cal elite of Russia are peoples from 
ex-KKGB, and they still searching 
for new places where the profit is 
biggest, and so on. 


War in Chechnia have jong ago 
became for Kreml habitual way of 
realization and reproduction of 
power! 


vern bredova 
ivan bazarov 
Noscow 
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Russia 


We all are hostages of inhumane power! 
ANARCHIST ACTION AGAINST 
STATE TERROR IN MOSCOW 
We all are hostages of inhumane power! Let us free ourselves! 


Yesterday - Nord-ost, today Beslan, tomorrow what? And everytime, what follows the 
nightmare is the Sante: fear, hysteria, apathy, powerlesness - in the society, growth of 
ethniéal hatredand ealls to strenghten police executive powers, censorship and con- 
irol of the State overpeople. We are in a vicious circle, which must be destroyed! It is 
about the time te understand, that we all aré Hostages of the state, hostages of the 
politicians, generals and cliganchs, whe fulfill therr setfish and imperial goals, who 
spit on the blood and suffering of people tn Chechnya and Russia. 11 is tinte fo see, 
that what happened is due to fact that politics in Russia are not at all dependent from 
the society. Dollars and imperial ambitions are paid with sireams.of blood. Terrorists 
attacks in Moscow and Beslan are echo of the war in. Caucasus, they follow from 
daily war crimes, mop-p operations, destmetion af peace}ul trhabitants. Sidie terror 
gives birth to answering terrer - aud neither af them may be justified: Tragedy which 
happenediis a payment of the society Jor blind’ beligj to the governement, a payment 
(for passivity.and ignorance. We all are paying: for crimes of politicians and army offi- 
cers! Ignorant tireness and limiting our already narrow liberties will nol be an exit, 
Exit will be abolishing our role as statists and marionets of the state, leaving shame- 
fulpassivity, and throwing, away hypnosis of lies and propaganda. We mist began 
resistanceand put society on control of the situation inthe country, we must tmmeci- 
ately step the war in Caucasus! Let Putin wage alone war in Chechnya, not sending 
others there! Let Basayev occupy Krenil and Duma instead of taking innocent chil- 
dten to'hostages! It is thetr quarrel, not ours! Lefus stop them! 
Rainbow Keepers & Moscow Union of Radical Artists 


tke 

Govemement organised demonsmations 7th of September in various Russian 
cities with theme "Russia against terror. Together we will be victorious!~ Various celebn- 
tieSwere inviting people to meetings in television every half an hour, and in several cities 
all mobile phone Users got spam SMS messages. Moscow demonstration: was: officially 
organised by pro-govemement FNPR trade union and independent from exceufive powers, 
but.it is tile doubt whe really patdthe bills: 

Anarchists from Rainbow Keepers, Mescow Union of Radical Artists and other 
groups decided to join Moscow demonstration, expecially since it was organised in an 
exceptionally suitable place, right next to the residence of the leading terrorist of Russia mn. 
Kreml. Many workers and students were sent to demonstration dunag working hours (alt- 
hough no doubt many came on their own as well), so demonstration pathered'tens ef thau- 
sands of people. 130-000 claimed by officials may bean exaggeration, bit 100 000 would 
not be an unrealist number. At least 4600 police and besides them conscripts were erpani- 
sed for security, we had toypass 3 secunty checks in erder to get tomeetine. (_) Fist we 
saw some orthodox chnstian fandamentalists, and: we went to raise our banner in front oF 
them in order to annoy’them. But there our banner was not really visible, net to talk about 
placates, so we moved close to exit from the square towards Kitay-Gored. This was an 
excellent place, since hundreds, perhaps thousands of people saw our placates when leaving 
the demonstration: Some did not asreed with usa lot. and a couple of times. fight was near: 
Cops managed to grab our banner and tear down few placates, bul one of the arrested wes 
de-arrested and two others liberated themselves. (..) There were plenty of far-nemt neople 
around, in Kitay-Gorod we saw a buneh ef beneheads. This day thein messages was not 
aah different from the mainstream. We did not paid much of attention te speeches. but 

very third word seemed to be “derzhava” (superpower) er “pobeda™ (viciory). (_)) 

ANbones state was obviously up for a patiot show-off, big part of the people were there 
more for sorrow than fora fight 1 would guess some people would be even disspngmica 
for the event, they came with candles but in the end officials were playine malitanst maar 
ching music. Some-eritical banners besides ours were around ( Pun, you promised to fash 
them down from the toilet, now they are flushinewus"), few people came to Shake our hands 
and to ask when the next anti-war action will happens We distabuted around 900 copies oF 
the leaflet below, and several hundred leaflets of the anarcho-syndicansts. 
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tricks of ordinary people against a greediness of the state 


popular form 





act 
of ActsS of resistance 
necessity 
of 
Re-appriopration — “ze of 
ry acts of 
Dp 3 i disobedience 
broad In. 
movement 
of resistance Eastem 
against most 
property rights | Ir pragmatic 
E Op C measure 
PART ONE of 
struggle 


individual resistance to Capitalist exploitation 






Free 


My article is about 
Operators - they are also called radio hoo- 
ligans, or radio pirates. J will try to tell 
who are they and from where did they- 
springed from. 

Illegal radio transmitters have 
been around in the ether for a long time. 
This is obvious for example from the fact 
that for ages there has been an intemmatio- 
nal radio code, UNLNS, which stands for 
an illegally active transmitter. Reasons for 
appearance of UNLNS's on the waves 
have been many, but that is not theme of 
this article. 

Everything began in the end of 
the 50's. Back then, a conclusion was 
made that in order to increase harvest of 
com it was necessary to seize one of the 
frequency ranges of Soviet radio ama- 


Radio Hooligans 


‘) © History of the pirate radio 


sa i in USSR and CIS 





teurs. This was range of 160 meter wave- 
lenght. This range was given to Ministry 
of Agriculture, and radio amateurs were 
given a chance to register again and leave 
the range. Many followed this order, but 
some could not for different reasons. 
Others were offended for such a despo- 
tism which they took as a personal insult, 
and decided to keep their range. They 
changed their official call-signs, such as 
RBSAB to more original ones, such as 
Serpantin, Resonance, Success and so on. 
So one could hear in the ether "To all Free 
Operators - this is Jolly Roger! Who may 
hear me - let me know! So here we go! In 
high style, one may declare that radio 
pirate flag was raised over country of 
builders of Communism! 

Agricultural transmitters consi- 


dered disturbance by former operators of 
the range as a problem. In 1957 Ministry 
of Communications organised a special 
service for controlling the ether, these 
were small groups of 2-4 person in regio- 
nal centres for administration of commu- 
nications. Further on, this service was 
named as State Inspection of Electrical 
Communications (GIE). Putch of the 
range began. In order to catch "NDP's" 
(Illegally Functioning Transmitters), spe- 
cial direction-finders were worked out. 
Usually fate of a "radio violator" was con- 
fiscation of equipment and a fine - but 
there were also cases of more serious cri- 
minal persecutions. 

For security reasons, radio pira- 
tes had 1o move to middle wavelenghts. 
Radio piracy moved to next level, since 
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RE-APPROPRIATION IN EASTERN I: 


now Free Operators could be listened 
with a normal household radio. 


1 tned for a long-time-find'name—unknown-journalist 


or call-sign of the person, who invented 
scheme which became classical radio- 
hooligan “hand organ". This scheme allo- 
wed transformation of usual lamp recei- 
ver to a two-way middle wavelenght 
tadio station. Scheme is so simple, that 
any 5th grader may work it out. And that 
was done! A wave of young, active 
school kids, for whom “hand organ" beca- 
me their first own constriction, joined the 
movement. And their enthousiasm makes 
sense. Books published back then for 
beginner radio amateurs proposed to start 
from building a a detector receiver, or in 
the best case a detector with direct ampli- 
fication Who how could that be of inte- 
rest, if you already hada modem radio? 
But now you may make your own radio 
station! That is nothing you may buy, it is 
already something INTERESTING! And 
still, in some provincial Russian cities 
there are disturbances in middle wave- 
lenghts even daytime. "Hand organ”, just 
as 40 years ago, is a means of communi- 
cation where there is noanternet,;mor-tele- 
phone, and income may’ be 200-300 rou- 
bles (6-10 S) a week. 

Radio hooligans splitted into 
two classes: “Long distance:drivers", with 
powerful transmitters for connections of 
thousands of kilometresyand“organ grin- 
ders", transmitting in area of one locality. 
We use these terms further on in this-arti- 
cle, although in some regions other defi- 
nitions and terms were used. Main activi- 
ty of “organ grinders’? was (o. “drive 
music". This activity was met with a 
popular demand! If is not a secret, that 
Soviet radio was not really pampering 
listeners with a diversity of repertoire. 
There was a big deficit of tape recorders. 
And here we have some "Commissar" or 
"Little smoke" transmitting for example 
latest Western hits or half-banned songs 
of Vysotsky. One could take a simple 
“transistor” and relax in the nature with 
moder music. 

Power, of course, tried to do 
what it could with radio hooligans. Illegal 
construction and use of transmitters quali- 
fied to statue 206 of Criminal Codex of 
Russian Socialist Federation of Soviet 
Republics (hooliganism) - punished from 
fine of 50 roubles to 1.5 years of impriso- 
nement. Since radio pirates were accused 
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in accordance to 
this statue, an 


invented the neolo- 
gismmtradio hooli3\ 
gan". But it is not 
that Free @perators 
were: behaving 
badly in the ether! 
Even posters cal- 
ling tovhand radio 
hooligans over to 
officials were 
distributed? ~ “bul 
thanks to organ 
grinder” music, 
public opinion was 
in side of the hoalt- 
gans. Repressive 
measures did snot 
five much results. 
Some-Free ‘Operators were caught, but 
they appeared like mushrooms-afterrain® 
Many appeared in the waves again after 
being busted the first time. 

“Organ grinders" developed to 
long distance drivers", and were repla- 


.eed-by-new-beginner enthousiasts. If in 


‘organ grinder" ether/durng years there 
was only rotation of cadres and musical 
repertoire was changing, “long distance 


drivers! were developing. They moved? 
from middle-wavelenghts*back to” “iiter-" 


mediates", from where they were once! 
pushed.away by corn growers. 

During seventies, when national! 
economy was rapidly occupying ranges: 


of 33-57 and-150-170 MHz, “long distan-? 
ce drivers" sticked to their range for good” 


IROPE 





in. the ether, fopies were almost the same 
as~among- radio amateurs-(mestly about 
eceay difference Was the spirit of free 
ether. “Surprsisingly, radio hooliganism 
was_stimed_up_by, the state. itself Like 
before, for registration of a call-sign you 
had to collect a pile of papers from your 
workplace,-to;waite an. auto-biography, to 


join DOSAAF (this was. obligatory) and: 


so on) ¥ou had to wait at least half year 
until allithe paperwork-with-youmapplica- 


-tion was finished. And m the beginning 


permission was given only-for building. or 
acquiring: a transmitter, permission to use 
it was given later on All thesé conditions 
nurtured mushrooming of radio hooli- 
gans. 

; Year 1980 became histerical for 


As-an“afiswefto..a.traditional. hooligan “tadio hooligans. Year, when instead of a 


greeting "Have a kilowatt for an antep=~ 


na!" one could hear response-'I already 
have more!". And what people were chat- 
ting about in the-ether? About almost eve- 
rything! How one got piss drank day 
before, jokes of various levels of correct- 


promised final transfer to Communism, 
soyiet citizens were given the | ‘olympic 
games of Moscow. Powers figured out 
that all the repressive measures had faa- 
led, and made a sort of curtsy giving fre- 
quence range of 160 meters back to radio 


ness - only politics was avoided, that was, amateurs. This way they hoped t get nd 


how the times were. Statue 206 was badse0Of radio hooliganism. They supposed that 
enough, so-nobody-wantedito get busted Free Operators would Tush top resister 


with additional antissoviet charges! But 


their transmitters. Radio amafeuts of this 


most often people were comparing equip- newly opened range were even reserved 3 


ment apparatus, antennas,/long distance 
connections were made (in limits of the 
Soviet Union), there was gompetition on 


special new senes of call-sings which 
began with letters EZ,-since- powers 
expected that there would not be enowsch 


whose trarismitter was strongest and of Call-signs othenvise! But i did not happe- 


the best quality. 


ned quite like powers wished. Some fer 


Gradually, pirates adopted an SUT left the movement, but mos: refised 


etiquette of transmission without curses 


to “get orderly". Bvervbedy hed their owa 


SUROPE 
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reasons forthis. Many just did not wanted 
to change their personal caill-sign, such as 
"Monday", "Star" or "Serpantin" to EZ- 
something. People were not willing to 
Bive up radio liberty, or to cut force of 
their antennas of several kilowatts down 
to accepted limit of 5 watts. And applica- 
ion Of a registratiom was as tedious and 
Tenghty process as before. 

In Ukrainian villages, where 
every other kid had some kind of trans- 
mitter, and dad had a gun in haylofi and 
ammunition in a tub with Suet, mobile 
radio contro] units were driving around 
investigating 160 meter frequencies, 
demonstrating radio transmission from 
loudspeakers. People gathered around 
these units, and to demand "give your 
passport, we will write you permission 
fight here and you will be free", people 
answered "We are free cossacks and we 
do not surender to a census”. That was 
for real - all-soviet radio hooligan Gulay 
Polye was not giving. up ils freedom! It | red taboo by reglaments of radio connec- 
became clear, that power had lost ¢ ay hI ea 
war with the radio hooligans. laa) THE THT 1S LISTEMINL ° 


“new radio-hooligans” appeared, bus cur- 
sing in the ether and purposely disturbing 
Tadio communications. They are a pro- 
blem expecially in the CB range. This 
something quite different from the days of 
—organ-grinders",.whose musical program 
was, listened with a pleasure! And even 
ithe dirty Songs "organ-grinders" used to 
transmit at times, aceompanied with an 
accordion, did not annoyed people loo 
| much -quite a contrary. 

Diseussions about technical pro- 
blems connected with construction of 
antennas and amplifiers have their point - 
they prove competence of of a hooligan 

t andaalso help others to develop their Capa- 
cities. But in difference from radio ama- 
ieur frequences Where chat seldom goes 
further from that;,in hooligan frequencies_ 
there may be discussions of several hours 
about everything - from prizes of potatoes 
to politics (now_it is allowed), religion, 
and any other themes which are conside- 





1990's were not only 
about collapse of the Soviet 
Union, but also gave radio hooli- 
gans sOme new opportunities. 
Fer example; an Opportunity to 
buy military and imported short- 
wave radiostations. During these 
years, Free Operators did not 
only seized new frequencies 
(some ranges of short waves), 
but also some ways of previously 
unaecessible modulation, such as 
SSB - as well as the new CB 
range (27 MHz) range which was 
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opened during these years. 
Instead of a transmitter modified from a 
pranny's old radie, people acquired now 
accessible modem transistors and micro- 
schemes. Radio-hooligan of 21st century 
is not anymore “organ grinder” of 60's 
and 70's. He is much better equipped, 
facing. no other limitations but the finan- 
cial ones. In one and the same frequency 
one may meet most different gears, one 
may have an imported! converter of few 
thousand dollars, someone has a military 
station, someone has developed one-Jamp 
transmitter fo perfection, someone has a 
self-made gear which does not lose in 
quality to imported or military technolo- 
gy. 

In pareller with "new Russians", 





tions. And usually radio pirate is nothing 
else but a radio amateur, who does not—also-beenjattempts of pirate TV: broadca- 


want to submil to certain rules, which he 
consider as limiting his freedom and cre- 
ativity. Radio hooligans believe, that 
radio amateurs should not be limited by 
regulations of the bureaucrats, since-with’ 
| such regulations it would not be any real 
phobby anymore. 
j Radio hooligans have no leaders; 
nor hierarchies. During all the | time of 
| their existence they have been persecuted, 
| but they never disappeared! There is cer: 


_ tain romance in if from.where the.altrace” 


tion comes as well. Due to lack unifying 
centres and strictirules, everything is stil] 
developing and alive. Only limitation of 
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this hobby are general moral principles: 
and some standards, which have been 
established during decades. A real radio 
pirate never works in a,radio amateur 
range with his pirate ¢all-sign such as 
"Klen" or "Barmaley", and notin any case 
“he will transmit in range of emergency 
services. 

Today, state has practically for- 
got about hunting down illegal transmit- 
ters in short and middle wavelenghts. 
Agricultural industry has not used these 
wavelenghts since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and navy,uses them very 
seldom. Radio’ control is more worried 
about illegal wireless phone extension 
cords, which work in ultra-short wave- 
lenghts. 

Radio pirates are known abroad 
as well, but differently from radio hooli- 
gans of the former Soviet Union, it is 
more about broadcasting than about 
| exchange.In Europe and USA radio pira- 
tes have more developed gear, mostly 

amateur and provessional conver- 
ters. Many of them know each 
other_and..are_connected by. inter- 
nef, Even common events are orga- 
nised, for example, operators agree 
with each other to broadcast to a 
chosen frequency during a certain 
period! of time, one station sends 
pirate tunes for a couple of hours. 
unti! it will be turn/of the-next one 
in |the; relay. This way sone may 
hear pirate) Stations in this frequen- 
¢y during the whole day! 

For'sure, illegal broadcasting has 
been practiced here as well. I alre- 
ady wrote about “organ grinders", 
pirate broadcasters appear regular- 
‘ly inultra-short wavelenghts,there has 


sting. Radius of such transmitters is limi- 
ted to/onéelocality:; But at times one may 
also hear "long distant drivers" broadca- 
sting in. short wavelenghts: 

So; that's all folks for now. Only 
thing to remind is that radio hooliganism 
is a crime, which is punished according to 
Criminal ‘Codex, either with a fine from 
10 to 1000 minimal wages, or with a pri- 
son sentence of up to’ 6 months. 

ALEKS 

written for Avfonom #23, 
translated (with edition) for 
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FORCED PAYMENT RESISTANCE 


Although not a form off reappropniation, 
Forced Payment Resistance is a radical 
form of direct action which! can, ta many 
ways, be more risky for activists to parti- 
cipate in. The type of forced payment 
resistance that some of our people are 
involved in is tax resistance, soctal secu- 
rity resistance, fine resistance and certain 
payment resistance (for example, the TV 
tax. which they call) a “fee” here but is 
really @ tax). 

Tax resistance fs not always pos- 
sible in situations where employers have 
obligations to withhold your tax but it is 
soinething which we adyocate strongly 
for working class people who, are in a 
posilion to control their payments. (These 
include self-employed people and also a 
growing army of people not hiredion full- 
time contracts.) Some (So-called) anar- 
chists in this town support taxation, either 
by contradictory political demands or by 
conscious choice. They argue that without 
obligatory taxation, there would be no 
money for the poor because nobody 
would think of social welfare rf somebo- 
dy (the state) didnt force them to. 
Fucking sad as hell. It's just not true that 
if we didn't pay taxes there would|be less 
money in the budget for things like health 
care. We have no say over what they do 
with the money that's there. Poor people 
have a larger burden in terms of what 
losing part of their income means and, alt 
hough some people benefit in some way 
fromsocial services provided by the state, 
it’s a poor substitution for smashing eapi= 
talism and controlling the wealth they 
help create by direct democracy, 

They spend more of this money 
on anti-social shit and bureaucracy than 
peopie - it's total bullshit to defend: this 





system and, actually, very few people wilt 
actually say it works well. Most normal 
people wanna reform it cause they can't 
imagine any other way bul we try to con- 
yince them that thepoliticians are the eri- 
minals, not the tax resisters, who are just 
stopping people from misusing the:money 
they worked for. 

In the currént economy, more 
and more employers are trying to:shift the 
tax burden off themselves and onto the 
employees by hiring them on short-term 
contracts or even insisting they register 
their own businesses and subcontract to 
their employers. (J's of course illegal but 
is widely practiced) In thisi¢ase, itis even 
clearer that workers are bein’ screwed 
because they are being told that when 
bosses avoid paying taxes, thus incréasing 
their profits, ins healthy because it encou- 
rages them toipive jobs, etc. bla, bla. (As 
if they really reinvest the differenee into 
More jobs.) We respond that when you 
don't pay your taxes, your more likely to 
aid the economy than such a capitalist pig 
because even if yon spend it the differen- 
c€ in the loeal pub, you'll be helping the 
local economy more than the pig, The 
State will try to call you an irresponsible 
eriminal, but it's a capitalist deuble-stan- 
dard that workers being greedy is Sunrea- 
listic', "anti-social" and “bad for the eco- 
nomy” whereas captialist greed is always 
justified away. So we find that there are 
more and more people actually able to try 
this form off resistance and we're aut to 
encourage this, 

Fhe same is true for social secu- 
tity resistance. We don't buy this bullshit 
that what we pay now Helps little old 
ladies. The State misused the money the 
old ladies paid inta the system and they 
pay them with our money, and the next 


“The state will try to call you 
an irresponsible criminal ... 
... Whereas capitalist greed 

is always justified away” 


Forced Payment Resistance 
and Ticket Action 


Laure; Warsaw - Poland 


generation will have to pay us... It's a 
never-ending systém which allows the 
state and capitalists to lend! itself money. 
We're all better off putting that money in 
our mattress - at least we won't be sup- 
porting workers’ oppression like retire- 
ment funds whieh stick all your money in 
big corporations. Or making our own 
funds which we can nun ourselves. Again, 
not every person can participate in this 
form Of resistance because employers and. 
the state steal your money. 

Experience in tax resistance 
varies but we know of cases of total refu- 
sal and partial refusal which were suc- 
cessful. 

Fine resistance means that either 
you got caught for example postering or 
on the bus without a ticket and just igno- 
re the fine or that the court sentences you 
to a fine and you just say fuck you. Again, 
expemence with this varies, but the law 
here is that if the collestors cannot get 
payment from you within, for example. 3 
years, they can no longer claim this 
money. So many people can wait it out 
Unfortunately, sush hmitations are not 
placed on the tax authonties. I'm not sure. 
about court-imposed fines but I suppose 
also those fines don't “disappear”. Suill, 
We say don't pay and fight til you're in a 
comer. Many people have shitloads of 
fines that just will never be paid. 

Finally, other obligatory pay- 
ments... One of the people in our group 
(the bravest and boldest objector we 
know) 1s fighting with the garbage peo- 
ple. He wants to make Compesie, recycle. 
burn... anything but use the €ity dump and 
Its Services. The garhage senice is crap. 
We have a major problem with recycling, 
Maybe a good action to spread. Neae of 
us are on rent stmke but we should be 
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cause they just take money and never 
repair anything. That's the kind of thing 
we encourage on large, organized scale. 
You gotta get a whole building, or at least 
a number of tenants behind it. We're 
gonna agitate people. And TV. What erap. 
Even people who don't watch the "publi- 
cally funded" station (which. actually is a 
normal station) are required to pay a tax. 
The Constitutional Court ruled it was 
unconstitutional but that people still had 
io pay this fee. Many people don't pay it 
bul they’re trying to crack down on out- 


law citizens. This payment may not be 


extremely important in the big picture, 
bul we will also agitate against it, especi- 
ally as the state starts sending little people 
around to us to get this TV money. In 
short, noi paying is.a political act of resi- 


stance. which we need more of! 

TICKET ACTIONS 
In some cities in Poland, people give their 
bus tickets to other passengers so they 
don't have’to pay a fare themselves. This 
is done on different scales in different 
cities and often is not done in an organi- 
zed way. Anarchists in Lublin did a cam- 
paign encouraging this practice which 
went quite well. 

In Warsaw, stickers went up tel- 
ling fare evaders that they should be asha- 
med because because of them, ticket pri- 
ces go up. We try to fight against this pro- 
paganda, explaing that without direct 
public control over spending, we have no 
way to even know if there is really a pro- 
blem with transport money or not. 
Probably not. Millions of zloties are 


wasted yearly in cormption and overpaid 
contracts. For example, during last year's 
antizsummit, we saw an enormous bill 
that the public transportation peopie clai- 
med was for changing the signs on the bus 
routes. We did the math and found we 
could literally do that work ourselves for 
such a tiny fraction of the cost it was 
astounding. The hell with paying fares so 
that public transport bureaucrats can give 
their friends contracts and themselves big 
salaries and kickbacks. 

In many cities in Poland, anar- 
chists have campaigns against paying for 
the bus, mostly which (as can be expec- 
ted), tend to be popular with poor people 
and get on the nerves of some yuppies. 


Laure 





Overcoming Greed of the System 


"In Poland, those various ways of overcoming greed of the system 
have their roots in the times of communism, 
when the great majority of society was forced to invent the solutions 


People being completely not 
connected with the anarchist movement, 
as a result of hard life conditions, are 
often forced to solve their daily problems 
by using the methods which are similar to 
the ones promoted by anarchists and very 
welcome by the movement. 

| live in a student cify and I have 

spent a lot of time among the students’ 
communities.even if Inever was a student 
myself, I noticed pretty frequently the 
cases of renting flats by groups of stu- 
dents speculating on how to. decrease 
their expenses. One very popular method 
is the so called “electricity discount”. 
Through simply removing the cables of 
fuses, one can achieve "a discount for 
electricity’ from the energy power plant. 
The counter is simply not showing any 
levy of electricity. This kind of “promo=- 
tion" was sometimes as well taking over 
the water. In this case the inhabitants were 
buming through the plastic counter using 
for that a tiny wire which was finally 
Stopping the counter-hand showing water 
consumption. 


which nowadays would never come into people's heads" 


Pretty popular is buying the stu- 
dent identity cards from students in order 
to adapt them for own needs, thanks to 
what no-student is'allowed to profit from, 
this time, the official discounts for using 
public transport. 

Yet, let's leave the students .... 
More and more cases of occupying the 
flats by ordinary people take place in our 
city in Yorun. { am not writing here about 
the famous squat made by homeless peo- 
ple called “Guliwer" (see ABB # 73) but 
about cases brought recently regular by 
the local néwspapers reporting on fami- 
lies who could hardly wait for the flats 
from flai-co-operative administration and 
slart to, occupied its empty locals, in spite 
of the faet that this company maintained 
having no free flats for people. One 
expects decrease of these kinds of'cases in 
the near future not only in’ our city. The 
housing situation in Poland can force 
many people into that kind of solution. 

Anether example of out-using 
the state are situations, when persons 
living in Torun deregistered themselves 


by Michu; Torun - Poland 
ome a rr - 
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from this, city after they lost their job and 
register themselves in another region of 
another Labour Office. Torun as a city 
and region has relatively less unemploy- 
ment regarding to the! rest.of the country 
so there is different system of delivering 
the benefits. Persons who have worked 
for minimum one year and lost their job 
can receive there their doles only for six 
months, while being register out of Torun 
-six months longer. The problem sticks in 
finding a person wanted to register some-, 
one like that by him/herself, Usually these 
people register themselves by their fami- 
lies living.out of the Torun region. 
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An interesting way was develo- 
ped in order to avoid paying the fines for 
free. using the public transport. People is 
being caught and written down are imme: 
diately after an accident sending an 
announcement to the local magazine in 
which they make-known that they lost their 
documents. When the fine-bill appears, a 
proper letter accompanied by copy of 
announcement is send to suitable institu: 
tion, In this way.an image of someone who 
has found our papers and caught the fine 
on Our account is created. Later one can 
just say that his ID was sent back home. 


These are only some examples 
of how ordinary people forced through 
hard maternal situation are undertaking’ a 
reappriopriation trying. to pick a bit from 
ihat what state steals datly from them in 
the form of taxes. In Poland, those vartous 
ways of overcoming greediness of the 
system have their roots in the times of 
communism, when the great majority of 
the society was forced to invent the solu- 
tions which nowadays would never come 
into people's heads. 

We can not speak bere about any 
movement identifying. itself with these 


Kinds of behaviours; these are simply 
various tricks of ordinary people aimed 
against a greediness of the state. However 
each stick has actually two ends and we 
should as well remember, that through 
travelling on PKP (Polish Railway 
Company) without a ticket we are some- 
how taking:part in dead-blowing of polish 
railway, which in spite of being almost 
déad anyway, is still giving the labour to 
thousands of people ... 


Michu 





Who should make 
re-appropriation fashionable? 


by Zaczek; Warsaw - Poland 


Many umes a discussion has 
been made about the breaking of property 
rights as a popular form of resistance. It 
has been said for example, that people 
downloading mp3 files from illegal file 
sharing systems are somehow contribu- 
ting to a great cause. Examples of such 
“civic disobedience" are many: tenants 
refusing to pay rent, people evading taxes 
and many more of such practices. 

In a historical perspective, the 
sum of such individual small - but consi- 
stent - actions can be viewed as a broad 
movement of resistance against property 
rights, and i'm sure that some historians 
will present it that way. This might sound 
good in a history book that people will 
read in 50 years, but what does it mean 
for us? Are those individual acts of diso- 
bedience motivaied by a clear conscious- 
ness of struggle against property, and are 
the people involved conscious of acting in 
solidarity in one movement of resistance? 

The answer is no - at least as far 
as | can tell by looking around me. People 
in Poland that [ see breaking the rules of 
property all the time, people i work with, 
neighbours and people i know. All i can 
say is that theit motives are purely consu- 
merist: to get as much products to consu- 
me and pay as little as possible. The con- 
cept of doing it for an idea seems absurd 
for them, They watch pirate movies and 
listen-to pirate music just because you ean 
get more stuff this way without paying. 


It is very important to keep in 
niind that there is this consumerist logic 
in the background. This helps to under- 
stand that a cheaper capitalist offer, like 
the commercialized Napster, may be a 
perfect solution for people who were 
engaged in piracy for purely consumerist 
motives. The sizeof the "pirate" market is 
just an inefficiency of capitalism. It is 
something the capitalists will fix, as soon 
as they will understand this phenomenon. 
And young people who are active in some 
kind of lifestyle that accepts re-appropria- 
tion for consumerist reasons will have the 
opportunity to get a well-paying job as 
marketing advisors. 

I don't mean by that that itm 
against individual resistance to capitalist 
exploitation, even if it is motivated only 
by consumienist urges. It's like the strugste 
of workers for a pay that makes it possi- 
ble to buy a TV or a car, | believe. that 
pressure should be made on capitalist 
exploitation wherever possible. This pres- 
sure can slow down the erosion of wor- 
kers rights, but by itself it cannot stop it. 
But this pressure can sometimes become 
an important element. This occurs when 
the stupidity and arrogance of the govern- 
ment and of the capitalists creates a situa- 
tion Where people who were very mode- 
rate in their demands and very liberal in 
their ideas become suddenly radicalised. 
This.was the case of Ozarow factory (see 
ABB#S), where people refused to be fired 


and organisedia blockade of the liquidated 
factory. The workers themselves said that 
if the owner fired people little by little, 
they would be too divided to organize. 
But the owner was so sure of himself that 
he fired all at once. That cost him a year- 
long occupation strike. 

So i thik that the creation of a 
lifestyle for re-appropriation is not some- 
thing really necessary: this lifestyle is ere- 
ated'by society itself when ithas to And a 
way out of total poverty. This is how the 
miners from Silesia* think: if the coal 
mines were-closed and they have no per- 
spectives, then why not take the coal out 
of the earth illegally? It is not something 
that they discovered through political 
activity, its something that became a 
necessity. Only the stupidity ef the 
government which is trying to repress the 
miners for trying to survive on “illegal” 
coal made them think ina political way: 
they started demonstrations in Silesia, and 
some of them participated in the anti- 
WEF demonstrations in Warsaw. 

I think the government and capi- 
talists are the best creators of a fashion for 
re-appropnation. Their stupidity is our 
best ally. It's another question totally how 
to. make the government and capimlists as 
stupid as possible. This would be werh 2 
good study. But that is another subject. 


Zaczek 


* Check interview on the nexi pages 
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BIE DASZY BY 


“In Walbrzych currently lives 130 000 people, unemployment is 55 - 60 %” 
“In the city lot of people lives from so - called grey sphere” 
“Miners are breaking the law concerning exploitation of natural resources” 
INTERVIEW WITH RAFAL QBA JAKUBOWSKI 
ACTIVIST FROM LOWER SILESIA - CRISIS REGION OF POLAND 


Could you shortly des- 
eribe the history of Lower 
Silesia’s region and accent the 
aspects, which influenced pre- 
Sent situation as it ts? 

Recently, during: bio- 
regionalist workshop with young 
people i brought them to 
Walbrzych's Rynek (Central 
Square of each old town). I 
asked: "Do you know which 
important event took here place 
exactly 160 years ago?" None of 
them ‘knew it. Not only young 
people, but generally all cons- 
umers of mass media have to do 
only with especially selected 
kind of information: in place of 
facts, which have direct influen- 
ce on life of society, only tepid 
sensations Or some unimportant 
economically - political details, 
supposedly from "first hand” are 
being delivered. Culture got 
replaced by “culture of informa- 
ion’ ‘and consumption race. 
Most of Walbrzych's inhabitants 
wouldn't know, if asked, what 
happened then, because people 
livingin such a culture are taking 
their knowledge about world 
from official propagandistic 

media, which even if very local 
are always avoiding any hints of 
information, that could maybe 
make them doubt in "only nght 








way" of present system. 

In year 1844 inhabi- 
tants of Walbrzych hanged here 
officials of city's council. It was 
during Weaver's Uprising. From 
Middle Ages till XVIII century 
niost.of population in this region 
(and especially of Sudety's 
Mountains) was living from 
weaver. When in a mid - XIX 
century capitalism (inlerconnec- 
ted as always with industrial 
revolution) was born, weavers - 
hand workers had been confron- 
ted with mass bankruptcy. Steam 
machines pushed handwork out 
of market. In many cities of 
Silesia Uprising. erupted. In 
Walbrzych, people's anger had 
been directed against city's offi- 
cials, which represented interests 
of industrialists. Army bloodily 
put down this rebellion, and sur- 
vivors hid in the woods. 

So, it isn't much surpri- 
sing, that none of newspapers 
mentions now this history; now 
when Walbrzych is classical 
example of neoliberalist expan- 
sion into local markets, and:tow- 
n's officials as always are repre- 
senting interests of investors, 
from hypermarkets till corpora- 
tions. 

ABB: How ts present 
situation? 

In Walbrzych 
currently lives 
130 000 people, 
unemployment is 
55 - 60 %. 
Regional govern- 
ment got this 
number from 
research done by 
one politologist, 
but because it 
was too) pessimi- 


stic, second research was orde- 
red. So now officially 35 % of 
unemployment is presented. 

Situation in the city isa 
result of economical and politi- 
cal transformation. After fall 
down of weavery, in our region 
mining flourished. After World 
War 2, the city practically lived 
from several mines and all con- 
nected with them infrastructure. 
When in beginning of 90's 
Poland signed agreements with 
World Bank dealing with " 
restructurization and moderniza- 
tion of mining industry", 
Walbrzych was practically sen- 
tenced to death. 

Now actually works 
only 10 % of inhabitants, the 
resis lives from miserable old - 
people benefits or pensions for 
ex - miners. Often whole family 
is supported by one such a bene- 
fit. Nobody asks what will hap- 
pen when these " lucky " pensio- 
ners will die ... 

Poverty touches hardly 
children and youth. When we 
organized few events for kids 
from poorest neighbourhood, 
they said that with us, first time 
in their life they ate real butter 
and not margarine .. 

ABB: How people are 
surviving? Do you see, despite 
of obvious frustration and hel- 
plessness Some _—_ creative 
attempts of finding way out of 
this situation? 

In the city lot.of people 
lives. from so - called "grey sphe- 
re’ which means diverse, “ille- 
gal" jobs. At least 1000 zlomiar- 
zy (collectors of old metals) are 
operating here, often except of 

simple collecting they're ripping 
metal out of diverse machines, 


buildings, etc. According to what 
they say, usually after whole day 
(or rather night) of work they get 
20 zloty (ca. 3, 5 euro). Many of 
them are homeless; some of 
them can get fed at Brat Albert 
(kind of christian charitative 
shelters serving free meals). 
Many lives in the woods, me or 
my friends see often their self - 
made huts. 

Other chance brought 
fall down of public transporta- 
don. In its place lot of individual 
transport initiatives appeared, 
but they had been through years 
bothered and persecuted, forced 
to buy expensive concessions, 
pay ridiculous taxes. 

And Walbrzych means 
of course Biedaszyby. 

ABB: Could you des- 
cribe shortly this phenomenon? 

Biedaszyby (‘Poor's 
Shafts") - so "illegal" (according 
to Law) miners, living Irom dig- 
ging out coal, that Jays very near 
to the surface. Mostly it is shafts 
few till several meters deep, 
from whieh coal is taken without 
measures of security in the way 
the mining exaetly looked hund- 
reds years ago. It is risky too - in 
last few years' ages 3 miners died 
this way. This activity supports 
lives of few thousands people, 
those which dig but also carriers 
(often children) or owners of 
small trucks, which sometimes 
sell it even on other side of coun- 
try. Miners are breaking the law 
conceming exploitation of natu- 
ral resources, so they get in trou- 
ble with police and courts, most 
of them are on probation, Police 
feels then very powerful, so 
often rob (confiscates) their coal, 
discrimination (beatings, harass- 
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ments, humiliations) happens 
regularly. After fall down of 
mines, many miners tried trade; 
small shops or markets stalls had 
been opened. Yet, in beginning 
of 90's new laws had been intro- 
duced in Poland, resulting from 
GATT Agreement. These laws 
dealt with duty - free import and 
in that same time regulations 
blocking exchange of cheap pro- 
ducts with eastern countries had 
been pushed through. So, both of 
them hit small vendors and indi- 
vidual trade initiatives, and follo- 
wing expansion of hypermarkets 
(which entered then devastated 
by new laws , So fertile for them 
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market ) finally killed local small - 


trade. 

ABB: Do you think, if 
this situation rather brought 
diverse people together or divi- 
ded them? 

Usually in Medias 
such places like our city are 
shown as cxample of helpless- 
ness of peopic. Yet, in fact it is 
opposite: all initiatives | had 
mentioned are example of ama- 
zing ability to deal with tragic 
circumstances. 

ABB: Except perma- 
nent struggle for survival, are 
there some attempts of creating 
locally communal structures, 
which cousciously could pro- 
mote self - organized initiatives 
that are omitting discredited sta- 
te's policies? 

Unfortunately concer- 
ning consciousness of polish 
socicty in general and here in 
particular it is simply bad. It is 
surprising, how incredible nega- 
live turn happened here just in 
period of some years. In 1980 in 
Poland self - goveming and soli- 
darity had been promoted. 
Creating of self - governed 
Poland was wanted, yct betrayal 
by "Solidamosc” clites brought 
bitterness and disappointment to 
greater part of population. We 
have to remind, that half of adult 
citizens belonged to 
"Sotidarnosc", so there was no 
other such a big moyement 
demanding direct democracy. 
Peeling of helplessness, agerava- 
ted by culture propagating cgoi- 
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stic rat race focussed on con- 
sumption devastated conscious- 
ness of majority. Presently they'- 
re all isolated from each other, 
vulnerable for manipulations of 
media. Walbrzychiitselfits praba- 
bly even worse than average. 
Most of people here are inter- 
ested only in material spheres of 
life. Because, very few had chan- 
ce really to consume, majority 
just tries to catch shadows. 
Pcople seem to be very naive. 
This year at referendum concer- 
ning membership in EU, fre- 
quency in Walbrzych was one of 
biggest in the country: 87 % par- 
ticipated, and 90 % of them were 
for. So, they didn't notice that 
they are supporting processes 
that caused their poverty, Is it 
symptom of loosing self - preser- 
vation instinct or complete hope- 
lessness and lack of hopes? it's 
hard to say. Anyhow, it isn't good 
tcst conceming mental and psy- 
chic condition of people. Lack of 
wider vision concerning local 
problems is visible also in this, 
that there is no any organized, 
social reaction from those which 
are in trouble themselves: when 
small traders had been confron- 
ted with invasion of hypermar- 
kets they did nothing, they didn’t 
even participated in iniuatives 
organized by us concerning these 
issues. Then, local nulers, as in 
rest of country, are fecling free to 
do anything. Recently only soci- 
ally active groups are miners of 
biedaszyby or protest comunit- 
ices organized against project of 
building quarries in Rybnica 
Lesna (near Walbrzych) and 
these committces had been crca- 
ted with our help. 

ABB: Do voices of 
protest and taking thingsin own 
hands are expressed also in 
sone other ways? 

In our region recent 
years didn't scen much of pro- 
tests, only this of Biedaszyby 
miners, yet also this had to do 
only with particular issue. Here 
nobody comes with proposals of 
cooperation or other attempts 
that goes beyond begging. There 
arc no any libertanan groups in 
our region. Left, nght or others 
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don't show any 
forms of imitia- 
ting social activi- 
ties or creating 
communities. 
Stupidly to say, 
but only one such 
a group 1s 
Pracownia na 
RA © & w 
Wszystkich [stot 
(Space for All 
Living Creatures), formerly Eko 
Front, that I'm part of... 

1 don't even know if 
protests of miners could be cal- 
Icd " taking things in own hands” 
- they're rather attempts of il. 
And they're just attempts con- 
centrated on improving individu- 
al material situation, and not on 
changing consciousness, society, 
culture..But maybe there is 
chance, that) even this activities 
could be first step in direction of 
bigger changes. 

ABB: The communist 
state policy of ‘50's - (80'S have 
lead to degradation of environ- 
ment in Silesia. Neoliberal poli- 
cy, so simply capitalism of last 
15 years, had been focused on 
degradation of hrimans therm- 
selves, but how it influenced 
nature or actually its remai- 
nings? 

Officially we hear that 
after changing of system, condi- 
tions for environment had been 
improved, even because industry 
falled down. Yet muth is diffe- 
rent. Surely quality of air had 
improved, but generally poisons 
had been replaced with other 
poisons. Agriculture ts chemica- 
lized on huge scale, alone with 
new “EU's rules and norms", 
More and more genetically 
modified plants appear. So - cal- 
led campaign of "reforestation" 
destroys'many unique species of 
grass, etc. and together with pro- 
EU aenculiure eliminates biodi- 
versity of ecosystems. Masses of 
toxic waste are brought into 
Poland, because it is cheap gar- 
bage dump here. Also dangerous 
technologies are imported - 
waste's incinerators, PVC etc. 
Law changes are giving more 
and more opportunites to invade 












most valuable and precious eco- 
systems. Special economical 
zone had been created in one of 
local reservations, and there in 
till now protected nature, facto- 
res don't have to follow rules of 
toxins limitation, People work 
there in hormmble conditions, their 
health is damaged (Grossmann’s 
factory, BTR). Some factories 
e.g. Cersanit, Henkel) since 
years are in “starting phase” just 
because this status allows them 
to omit poison's regulations. In 
order to make already closed 
mines neverre - usable, they had 
been flooded. Presently, water 
leaks out of mines into Pelcznica 
Tiver, so it took colour of sunset 
and al] biological: life died there. 
In that same Gime media and 
schools are spreading opinions 
that worst ecological disasters 
are caused by Biedaszyby! Their 


influence om environment is 


actually minimal: during years of 
their using few hundred young 
trees had been cut, yet local 
Forestry Department accordin- 
gly with plans of "forest manage- 
ment’ cuts 100.000 trees yearly... 

ABB: Do you wish to 
add something? 

{ think we have to go 
on in order to build not move- 
ment for revolution (in name of 
changing flags, symbols, ruling - 
gang or more “ equal” distibu- 
tion) hut to build communities 
and enyironment that weuld be 
based on values different from 
these, which westem technolegi- 
eal - matenalistic culture has to 
offer, Otherwise each change 
would only lead to shifting of 
leaders... 

ABB: Thank you very 
much for this intervier. 
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Capitalist hangover 
and bad notes from democracy 


by Szczury, AbolishingBB 


Generally, as I see, in more "pri- 
mitive” societtes (or just these ones not 
yet entirely consumed by capitalist men- 
tality), doesn’t exist this religious almost 
Sanctity of property (especially state's 
property) and basically it is always a fact 
for proletarian and all lower classes to 
hate the oppressor, whether was it king, 
land owner or modem buisnessmen as 
well as to hate Law&Order imposed by 
them. Through hundreds of years Church 
was trying to implement in peoples minds 
obedience towards god but also explained 
class division as god-given, brainwashing 
millions, yet fortunately haven't been still 
able to supress widely spread, especially 
among lowest classes generally unbreaka- 
ble distrust towards riches and their pro- 
tectors. And fortunately still honest thief 
or gentelman-mafioso are more prefered 
hero characters than sleazy neauve-riches 
or cool cop. Basically all over the world 
somebody growing up and living in rather 
poor conditions never has some "moral" 
problem with taking thing from the riches 
or state, unless when completely brain- 
washed by religious or nationalist propa- 
ganda starts to believe that perpetrators of 
his/her mysery have another adress. If 
these people are stopped from certain acts 
than rather by justified fear of juristical 
consequences (law always serves the 
riches and punishes the poor severely). 
Even if average poor don't neccesserely 
celebrate bank robbers, he/she doesn't 
have either reasons 10 condemn them 


And of course only riches and their medi- 
atic and juristic arm will spend so much 
energy to vilify, persecute and hunt down 
those which broken holy law of property- 
's monopole... 

Observing “higher developed" 
weslern societies, especially all these dis- 
gusting social democracies of northern 
Burope, | think that there much more 
population identify themselves with the 
State, because it is enough for them to be 
its citizens, follow certain rules and state 
will care for them, In this way State treats 
them like babies that never should grow 
up, so they are becoming completely 
dependent from it, they're more or less 
born into this dependence through their 
nationality; so become unable to survive 
on their own. It's enough to see panic of 
confronting cruel world in eyes of some 
young Germans (which never had too 
much to worry about concerning their 
existential needs) afier they finish their 
studies... In places where diverse state 
supports, social services and other similar 
institutions become almost unexistent or 
never properly functioned, people are 
leaming by the way different ways of sur- 
vival. If you have no much other choices 
you have to be flexible. 


only rich and privileged (or those few of ; 


the poor, that are so stupified to identify 
themselves with values of their own 
Oppressors in known manner of slave 
mentality) are feeling threated by peo- 
ple, which expprioprate tiny scraps of 
goods from capitalist treasury. Yes - tiny 
scraps, because in fact all those small 
acts, from petty shoplifting till bank rob- 
bery are finally only like grabbing the 
tests from riches table, as real fortunes are 
sO much, seeming! almost immaterially 
imbedded and connected in circulation of 
capital, that are impossible to be robbed. 








Sinee childhood I was hearing 
all around me zalatwic, nagrac, skombi- 
nowac, nakrecic... and ali these other 
words, which are describing vast range of 
activiues having to do shifting objects 
from one place to the other or organizing 
certain services, and which usually are 
beyond strict frame of law, yet even if 
officially persecuted than socially accep- 
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ted because needed. From the times of 
"realistic socialism", when there was sim- 
ply lack of certain products nll now when 
there's lack of money to get them, exists 
so-called “black” market of basically eve- 
rything. What is even more important, 
exist whole complicated net of social con- 
tacts, structures and connections, thal are 
functional. In some smaller cases whole 
local networks of neighbourhood solidari- 
ty are created, yet of course in most of 
situations rules of this alternative market 
are not different from the capitalist main- 
Stream - if you need something always 
somebody can help you if only he/she 
gets profit from it, All these stolen goods, 
falsified products, smuggled articles, 
"illegal"copies, dodgy sourced stuff, etc. 
spreading through street markets of EE 
and Balcans, are breaking monopole of 
market, but of course not its logic, as 
there are simply means of survival. "Za 
darmo to mozna tylko w morde dostac" 
(For free you can only get one in a face) 
is in fact as much saying about polish pro- 
letarian mentality as all its unmistakably 
wonderful “organizing things" skills. Yet 
generally ali these mentality which buys 
second-hand stuff, searches for functiona- 
lity and utilisability, but not logo; seeking 
always cheapest ways of survival are 
very characteristic for our region. Of 
course, no reason to glorify: for many it 
is all accompanied by consumeristic 
desires, and people “organize” things 
somehow, because they cannot afford 
them in "normal" way. Still, for millions 
it is basic need and mean of survival. 
Before '89 there was no big.eco- 
nomical differences in polish society 
(and | guess also all over Soviet Block) 
-yes, there was very sinall number of 
riches (mostly Party members) and rather 
small number of very poor (usually alco- 
holics), but some 90% of population was 
more or less on that same level. Amongs 
some 30 ktds tn my class at primary 
school, parents of only one had a car. 
Father of another girl had car once but 
Only for few days, before they caught 
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him. Very strong was mentality of sparing 
everything: water, gas, electricity, food, 
that our grandparents learned dunng war: 
"don't throw out nothing, everything can 
be re-used”. And there was no any respect 
for state property: in the communist mes 
we had been feached that we, "the people 
have the power" - nobody of course belie- 
ved in it, but everybody tried to scrap 
something, what anyhow supposebly 
"belonged to us". At every workplace 
things been disappearing, sometimes we 
could sell parts of production or new wor- 
king clothes already behind factory gate. 
And there was traded with everything. 
Everything public was of course in 
miserable state, as from light-bulb at the 
Siairease to toilet shell in some office 
building, all these small objects didn't 
stayed long in one place. But this menta- 
lity stayed and I hope will. Recent years 
more and more stuff gets stolen and is 
usual to read in newspaper: "Last night in 


town X metal bridge disappeared) 
Unknown persons with welding equip- 
ment and big truck cut it into pieces: and 
left. Police investigates the case". And it 
was spread widely all this small cheating, 
blocking or slowering electricity coun- 
ters, And independently from) somebody's 
political opinion, all these “dogs of the 
state” like cops, but also bus controllers or 
komorniks (scum that comes to evict you 
or repossesses your stuff for unpayed 
debts) didn't had high notes as people. 
Afier entering capitalism in ‘89 
first slowly, then last years massively big- 
ger and bigger waves of impoverishment 
pushed not only lumpenproletariat but 
also many of ill then “honestly” working 
people and even some of inteligentsia in 
finding new possibilities - the latter ones 
having often hard time with adjusting 
themselves to harsh realities and recently 
isn't unusual to meet former university 
professors as they collect bottles or paper 


and are homeless. Masses of people star- 
fed to smuggle, mostly cigaretes and alco- 
hol, mostly, to Berlin. Lot of these people, 
which now are owning firms or busines- 
ses started from it. They had been these 
ones, that learned capitalist lesson fastest, 
so often after they came back with some 
cash, started to exploit others. And this 
¢an go on and on: Because all these, 
sometimes amazing examples of lawless- 
ness, all this smart “criminal energy” are 
in almost all cases very individual aéts. 
Only in some extreme, situations (but as 
impoverishment grows we'll see more of 
it) people break the law together. And 
they will. I'm sure. Because this primitive, 
egoistic (in good way) and sympathetic 
perception of justice: "Justice is what is 
just to me" is spread. Because they didn't 
learned good! enough to respect law and 
order. Potential is there, so....? 


Szezury 





Revival or Funeral 


of Society 


The re-appropriation processes could be one of the pivotal 
factors for self-managed transformation of the society. 


It can also go in the completely wrong direction. 


by Veronika, AbolishingBB 


There are some notions being 
popularised through various spectrums of 
people, from sociologists to joumalists, 
political-experts until anarchist activists 
saying that east European populations are 
extremely fed up with their governments 
and politics after what they achieved 
during the time of transition from one 
deadlock to another. | can only agree with 
this opinion and can give just another 
proof for that in form of results of recent 
referendums which took . place in 
Spring'04 across EU-antiexed popula- 
tions. Well, some could say that the refe- 
rendum was nothing but an exercise in 
direct demoeracy - I say, it could be the 
fact if there would be any true choice 
given. Instead of thal we had the classical 
Jait-accompli where the decision was 
made some yéars before and whatever 


people would vote for they vote against 
the logic and against themselves (YES 
was staying here for opening the doors for 
economic re-colontalisation of Eastem 
Europe; NO - for closing ourselves. in the 
EU-domestic-prison surrounded by neo- 
liberal hunting politics of the rest). 
Anyway, in such an important moment of 
their lives, about 40-45% of eastem 
Europeans decided to do something what 
makes more sense to their lives as taking 
a part in the BU-accession-referendums 
and simply did not appear at the polls. In 
Hungary just 45% took part, Sloyakia 
52%, Czechia 53%, Poland 58%, 
Slovema 60%, Lithuania 62%, Estonia 
68% and Latvia 72%. Millions of people 
rightly realised that the referendum had 
nothing to do with their lives. This decre- 
asing tmist in existence of relation bet- 





ween voting and exercising the manage- 
ment.over own lives, is in many cases 
even more visible dunng local goverm- 
menis elections. 

And there is another opinion 
based, from one side on myths and histo- 
rical facts, from the other side on simply 
Obseryations of peoples’ daily lives. This 
ope, however not so widely represented 
as the first one (because not countable and 
not so visible), says that thease socienes 
have good traditions in overcoming the 
importunity of systems by intreducins. 
maybe not necessarily dynamic and 
showy, but certainly handy and efficten: 
forms of resistance. Simple measures 
made by simple people. measures which 
are ungovemable for the state and its 
allies, 

Well, connecting these «wo 
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motions with the third one which is the 
socio-economical situation in which peo- 
ple in the region have currently found 
themselves, one could actually take field- 
glasses in the hands, sit next to the win- 
dow and look outside seeking uprising: 
coming down the streets. And even if ] 
personally consider all three notions as 
the true ones I would say: One could sit 
there for years and see nothing more than 
marching frustration. Maybe even not 
marching but loafing about. 

Yes, there is huge disillusion 
among EE societies, at least within some 
ofithem, towards the world of politics but 
this is deeper and therefore rather more 
dangerous than positive, as some of us 
‘seem to take it into consideration. This 
reluctancée to the politics has to be under- 
Stood as a total-one: it concerns on the 
same Scale governments and armies, of 
politicians as the politics understand 
as the pursuit to protection of own 
rights, realisation of own desires, 
transformation of live-conditions, 
etc. The not-voting which we would 
like to see just as a clear rejection of 
mainstréam politics and the system as 
a whole, is unfortunately as well a 
sign of complete stagnation which is 
easy to prove by showing how many 
of not-voting-people are joining (or 
creating) any alternatives to what 
they doubt. The same regards an 
aspect of overcoming the system. 
Some societies, let's take as an, exam- 
ple people living in Poland, could 
amaze the universe with the knacks 
of how one can survive in the suppo- 
sedly developed country having just the 
minimum of means. Using an amazing 
repertoire of widely spread unconventio- 
nal solutions to individual and communi- 
ty problems is, although illegal, accepted 
by huge part of society. Unfortunately 
here appears again the same problem: all 
these acts which self-evidently hit against 
legitimacy of state and ruling economi- 
cally-political dogmas are not propped 

with any eritical social reflection. That is 
why in most cases all these re-appropria- 
tion processes, which J am drinking to, 
except of facilitation of people's daily exi- 
stence are just a copy of through the capi- 
talists powers (states and capital) promo- 
téd relations, here in its tragie version per- 
formed by people who are the most from 
them affected: reproduce of the misery 
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accompanied by competition, coruption 
and attraction to consumption. 

Yet, as it was said at the begin- 
ning, both of these notions (rejection of 
mainstream politics and reappropriation 
processes) COULD BE a pivotal factors 
for self-transformation of the society. ! 
believe that continuality.and popularity of 
those behaviours should consequently 
lead to their normalisation which would 
be.in fact already a significant aspect of 
transformation of the society. Now, 1 am 
very anxious if this transformation goes 
than in the direction we all would. wish it 
to go. Normalisation of minor-corruption, 
trashy-consumption, and competition 
from below, normalisation of apathy, 
misery, hopelessness and “catching the 
shadows” is nothing but stabilising the 
status quo, or if you prefer, funeral of 
society. In other words, completely in the 





wrong direction. 

In fact, these definitely existing 
but by many social movements (well, 
regarding to EE reality more adequate 
would be the term networks of socially 
aetive individuals) until now underesti- 
mated behaviours, make potential for 
radical changes. Possibility that the gene- 
ral challenge in understanding of their 
deeper importance can happen without 
any active theoretieal-practical support of 
anarchist-libertarian thinking members of 
those societies, I see at the moment as 
hardly realistic. Not only because | am 
waiting in vain for this self-achieved- 
enlightenment for many years already but 
as well because there are some counter- 
factors which influenced peoples’ beha- 
viours, such as capitalist and statist most 


danger weapon ef mass-destruction, 
which are media. They will never give up 
with feeding people with great confusion 
- competition - consumption values-trip- 
tych, so that they never realise how stron- 
gly they. are actually threatening the stabi- 
lity of that system: at least much more 
than they think. So that they never take it 
into consideration that the straight conse- 
quence of their very natural reactions like 
"There is no sense to vote", "I don't trust 
anymore what politicians say", “I reject 
the mediation of a state and capitalists 
while using popular resources", "Fuck the 
taxes - what do I have from it?!", "! doit 
better my way" etc., is to start conscious- 
iy changing the reality .... 

So regarding to the anarchist- 
libertarian activities in BE, all attempts of 
approaching “nor politically" or maybe 
rather "not reflectionary" acts and proces- 
ses of re-appropriation within socie- 
ties and taking this issue on the daily 
agenda seem to me being even more 
relevant than in western Europe. 
However crap it can sound, there 
seems to be an urgent need to help 
people to find a better sense of their 
knacky crimes not only in order to 
speed eradication of whole system 
but even just that they could find 
more satisfaction in what they do e.g. 
by discovering the magic power of 
the collective re-appropriation. The 
role of anarchists in such situations 
was pretty well described by one of 
the Balkan anarchists of young gene- 
ration, with words: “A role of the 
activist intellectual could become 
feasing out the tacit logic underlying 
forms of radical practice, and than not 
only offering the analysis back to the 
movement, but using it, with others, to 
formulate new and very accessible 
visions". 

At this point we are reaching the 
real challenge and I am looking forward 
to a focus in the next issue of 
AbolishingBB on that very crucial 
momentum of: How can we practically 
achieve this enlightenment towards daily 
re-appropriation processes and simultane- 
ously observe and promote anarchist prin- 
ciples. ] would like to invite the rest of 
ABB-correspondents as well as other East 
European activist interested in that dispu- 
te to face the topic and take.a voice. 

Veronika 


RE-APPROPRIATION IN EASTERN EUROPE 





Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe 









eo) 


se 





































5-7 of November 2004 other groups, who share the prin- : ; oe 
< in Minsk Belarusian Social ciples mentioned above and want PROJECT & 4 
S° Forum (BSF) will be held for tie to take part in one or several fol- CONCEPT Bg 

= first ime: The event wasinitiated lowing. working, groups: , pec ile exhibition inf ; 4 we 
by The Federation of Anarchists 1. Local setf:goyernment and | /t¢ bus will be a mobile extnbitton; information resoure an ea 

&< of Belarus, "“NAVINKI" newspa- social movements in Belarusian aenvist exchan BC. It wall travel through spacts of Russia, i 4 
al e -20V : Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia and Creatia - perhaps in Sy 
% per crew, non-governmental regions werd /rearly fall2005. The b Ys 
& organizations “Belarusian 2. Globalization and neolibera- soycral SUIS — is Ee SaaTasr SG th eateennie LS 50 
& Lambda League", Republican lism: impact on Belarus will travel through cues where ere snl ia os 
© Youth Female Association 3. Belarus after European Union local anarchists and/or radical Ne ces BS) a = ve 
&% "YANA", Belarusian Social- enlargement f: fo meet people, a7 puny cae aii axe ay So 
& Democratic Youth "Maladaya 4. Worker’s movement and trade- BLGIELION Cas STAN. anars Fee Ei seed 
SS) Hramada", Belarusian Social  uniobs in Belarus bits of aly poo many sRceIoTS cs ES books and Fy 
(&) Movement "RAZ AM!" and by 5. NGOs in Belanis magazines which can be displayed, traded or given away, at 2 
(89) some other social initiatives. 6. Altemative media perspectives. | “ferent stops. We aS [elt ey interested pS B34 
@) The |BSESnaimmismiOMenieeiante type of intemational event/exchange im areas where sueh s, 
© bring together activists of social 7. Ecologist movement in Belarus exchanges haye not taken place, y 
. and civil GieoNIENS, NGOs and 8. Gender issues aa problems of LOGISTICS ¥ i 
(y initiatives, who are OPPOSED to women in Belanis [ihe vatfofivansiat leasto her busteartcivan tse teat Die 
iS) neoliberalism, to the anti-social 9. Minorities rights movements in Se ee eur "4 : = oe rea By, 
{() reforms, started in our country, Belanis BES ATM! 2 AES Ho UTES OS ean Be. 
6} who are AGAINST the domina- 10. Problem of nationalism and Peopleican Join inany Semen provided there will be space. Se 
SS) tion of the world by capital and xenophobia in Belarus, antifascist | We Would like an intemational group of people. Optimally, 2s 
(@} any form of dictatorship, who are movement we would like: to see'a few people join ims re) ae ei G5 
S$ FOR the society which main 11. Reforms of educational | ™Ments. A few people have already Cae @ nase and: $% 
i@§} value is human being, his rights system, students! movements in hosting. Language abilities.are not required’buton He Aina eS 
(6 and liberties, social equality and Belarus = Ukraine'sepment, Russian uideatafein ats oo Geral ic Be 
% 3 solidarity among people. The 12. Aliernative art, countereultu- the project. We expect: the SEESE Saree es & oe as 
‘Forum must put the beginning to re in Belanus Slightly glongergthangthes Roman 253 Ul eat. oo tag cola 
) “ Ph ; ( nt although this depends on future declared interest $2 
fs) the steady discussion and clabo- If you want to apply Pan erate Who Ga I 
fs, tation of alternatives to the ncoli- for the participation, please con- f et 5 i: = aa =e rer 5 aa a a 
48 beralism, later on and out of the _ tact the organizational committee a = whe i Ne ered tees . eyo “i eS zee a 
framework of the meeting itself. of the Forum bsforum@ututby. ‘ Woes ) ay Gast Se eSieasen ants Sean BS 
Se In conformity with the More information (full text of the AEM by the project. A first mecting will be held in oe 
$% World Social Forum Charter, Charterand principles of the BSF, Russia-atthe end of January to discuss the logistics of the first 52 
Bélarusian Social Forum is based application form, program of the | SeSment other meetings are to be announced. Be 

on the principles of equality and event) ou can find on . on 

; seeiith of rian te. neit- Wn ni vine Hebe a's HOW PEOPLE CAN HELP/PARTICIPATE . De 
her an event organized by a party To join the'tour asa travelling comrade, itis: enough to volun- a 

or by a governmental structure, or ter. Please be aware that we would like travellers to be orpa- & 

} a religious confession. We invite BSF Organizational | 12¢f ofthe project, so ideally we would like people to com- Kx 

to join the Forum all individuals, Committee | 4 litte time to organizing events. To Host the bus in your es 
sacialiinitatives BNGOSMCeEe town, you should be prepared to receive the bus, distribute eS 
pendent trade-unions, artistic and announcements/posters locally and preferably organize mce- 9 

ting and sleeping places for travellers. We are researching: es 

options for vehicles but of course itwould be better if persons: eS 

Warsaw Infoshop Moving with vehicles and drivers join. To fulfill this project, we also 
aS will need some modest funds, so benefits and donations $8 
4 After more than 3.5 we should be afraid to walk. In | would be welcome. You can participate in this project from $x 
iS years, we arc finally moving toa the new space we'll have better | the comfort of your own home / infoshop by donating infor- eK 
eS better space. (New info.and ope- facilities, will have a Kitchen for | mation about your group, publications, exhibitions, posters. aS 
s ning hours will be in the next yummy meals and will start some } videos and so on. What people decide to share will be the me 
$ ; issue.) Part of the reason for stay- new, anti-gentrification projects | basis for the exchange! People with appropnate language SSS 
: ing in the old shop were argu- and ty to expand! our stock of | skills can.also help to localise certain materials such as yade- Ss 
fey ments that the location was best items. The new infoshop also will fos. SS 
. for people from the other side of have an unusual name which is IDEAS ARE WELCOME! RS 
8 the riyer but now that there seem hard to translate in English JOIN THE TOUR AND SPREAD ANARCHY? Ss 
$ 10 be new places on that side for "Grona Griewn" or “Grapes of MATERIAL COELEETION WILL TAKE PLAGE BS 
® people to hang out, we find less Wrath". (in Polish it has a double FROM HERE ON AFTER! SS 
6s reason to.be conyeniéntly located: — entendre which means something SEND US SS 
RY So ave will move ourselyes more like “cradle of rage") In addition WHATEVER WILL MAKE IT OVER THE BORDER! S 
&Y into our nasty neighbourhood, 0 books, we will also selllsome | GUARANTEED TO'BE THE HOTTEST BUS EVER > SS 
Sy) Where rents are cheaper and eri-  orgamc produce and good home- Meaning we do not guarantee A/C. x 
real minnis welcome. right onto the made wine produced by members: Get your minds offisex and nienng? SS 
8) street where the ferninists think of the collective. SS 
oe Sky Pes CIRO * ee : : ~S 


LMS AGMA 


Belarusian social Forum 


not, 


av ole)lcaliayoamt gem sielce ClacMicelet ists) enig 


RANE 
SOSSSOSO 


Ff". 


Announceme 


So SOA RRA ENACT oo ERIE 
SSS VSSS SSCS Swe wee 


CALL FOR PARTICIPATION IN / a: 


ANARCHY BUS | 





Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe 





News 


Abolishing the Borders from Below 


UNNOTICED NEWS - 


First Czech Social Forum 


On September 25-28, first 
Czech social forum took place. 
lronically in the building of for- 
mer Political university of 
Marxism-Leninism in Prague 
and similarly to the World one 
organised by yarious Trockyist 
and Stalinist groups. 

Besides a few leftist 
intellectuals, MPs and members 
of comnuunist party participated 
and had speeches there, as well 
people from major trade unions 
and even Hunter association! 
Also, one ‘anarchist speaker 
from the A-kontra magazine 
participated first unwillingly 
published in the program (pro- 
bably in attempt of organizers to 
show to public they are colorful 
ete.), later really attended: to cri- 
ticize the forum itself, In the end 
of the Forum, rien-political 
street party took place. Both 
events were purely attended just 
about one hundred people parti- 
cipated. 


New A-kontra is out 


A-kontra (4/2004), anarchist 
magazine, was published in the 
end of September. The main 
topic of this issue is the free-tek- 
kno culture - itis in reaction to 
violent police attack on the big- 
gest free (and illegal) tekkno 
party Czechtek with around 
30.000 participants. This attack 
was widely discussed in main- 
streem imedia with usual histeri- 
eal and holy-private-ownership 
approach. So A-kontra took dif= 
ferent point of view... Articles 
on the police attack, interview 
with Czech  anti-capitalist 
soundsystem Circus Alien, rese- 
arch on repressive Jaws in 
France and England etc. 


Nazis outnumberd anarchists 


October 4, the-anarchist demon- 
stration called by the local 
Anarehist and antifascist alier- 
native (AAA) took place in the 
city of Kolin under the slegan: 


15 years (of capitalism) is 
enough, However, just about ten 
people gathered there together 
with lot of nazis, who outnum- 
bered anarchists at least twice. 
The demo was disaster then, 
later dismissed by the city 
major. In later reflection and 
discussion between activist from 
the CSAF, A-kontra and FAS, 
people from the AAA accepted 
they did a lot of mistakes and 
wont organize another demo, 
soon... People from the CSAF, 
A-kontra and FAS who attended 
the demo were really angry, as 
the AAA claimed to have more 
than 60 members and finally, 
just two people participated... 


Solidarity with Thesaloniki 7 


On November 27, 25 - 30 people 
gathered on the support demo 
for Thesaloniki prisoners in 
Prague. Anarchists gathered at 
the building of embassy of 
Greece, wove multilanguage- 
banner demanding freedom for 
Thesaloniki seven and read two 
speeches. In the first one the 
situation of imprisoned persons 
was described and also EU was 
criticized. Second speech poin- 
ted at international: solidarity in 
this case. Jt was also said, ithat 
the struggle for Thesaloniki 
seven iS nol over yet, we 
demiand pulling off of-all accu- 
sations against:them. The strug- 
gle for freedom of political pri- 
soners is continuing and we can 
support them by many other 
ways then just solid: demonstra- 
tions, in this spirit was’ finished 
the speech. The demo was pre- 
pared by FSA - IWA and CSAF 
- JAF. 


Russian nazi episode in 
Prague 


The leader of Russian nazi band 
Kolovrat, arrested in Prague (as 
reported in the last issue), was 
set free recently because of the 
lack of proofs. State prosecutor 
abrogated on the spot which 
means the singer who showed 
his aryan proud by denouncing 
being.in the band and even being 
the nazis, will stay in.custody till 
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the higher court take the discus- 
sion, but most likely he will be 
set free-anyway. 


- TURKEY 


Solidarity with prisoners 
of global death machine 


On the night of 22 October 
(2004), a group of anarchists 
made spray paintings to the cen- 
tral walls of Avcilar the neigh- 
bourhood against all the walls 
that were built all over the:world 
and to support all imprisoned 
people (prisoners) by global 
death machine. The spray pain- 
tings include the slogans of "All 
The States Are Murderer" and 
"Freedom For Prisoners!" The 
activists stated that they wanted 
to it’s necessary to create an 
awareness and solidarity of 
necessity to urgently start 
Glogal Insurrection against the 
hostality walls betwecn Israel 
and Palestine and between ail 
the people all over the world. It's 
necessary to act and urge revolu- 
tionary rage and the desire of 
freedom against Global Death 
Machine in all dimentions and it 
necessary to throw away the 
tyrants from the world. 
Therefore it's necessary for pco- 
ple who believe in freedom to 
spead direct acitons and to 
attack the system. Spay Painting 
or distributing communiques are 
nothing to destroy the system. 
But the message we want to 
spead is its very self of our desi- 
re of freedom that we erush the 
rules of authority. Freedom For 
All The Planct and its 
Inhabitants! 


Solidarity with "Silent 
March" 


"Solidarity march with Isracli 
and Palestinian anarchists, anti- 
militarists and antiauthoritari- 
ans". On Friday 22nd of October 
a silent march will be licld in 
Istanbul. We do not intend to 
chant slogans. We will have pla- 
cards writing “J ain Israclian, | 
am Palestinian, | am Against the 
Wall" ete. and signed as 


"Anarchists Against the Wall”. 
{t is open to all those anarchists 
and anti-authoritarians who. are 
willing to come. Anarchists 
Against Fhe Wall 


BELARUS 


Navinki vs. Lukashenko 
The struggle continue 


There are some rumours that 
most-significant belarusian anar- 
chist publication Navinki, it's 
been closed down again. 
Navinki collectiveis printing 
their magazine on regular basis 
sinceyears and is permanenily 
facing repression from the 
Lukashenko regiment — side. 
More about Navinki you can 
find in ABB#I1. 


ROMANIA 


Romanian Goverment mem- 
ber in Hamburg (Germany) 


Alexandru Farcas from romani- 
an goverment visited Hamburg 
in October. He was invited to 
talk about "romanias way lo 
european union". The minister 
spoke about "romania is a 
modern, capitalist country" and 
“most of romanians want to 
become like the modern west 
europe”. It could be understood 
as an advertising for making 
german racist ("romanian are 
corrupt and non-cicilized") 
understandable, that it is a good 
deal to colonize the country into 
european union. His speach one 
could see as if he would sell a 
horse. Ther¢ was no forum to 
discuss, just some questionse. 
Farcas was proudly talking 
about privatisation, cheap 
employees for the west and that 
it is so wonderful to learn from 
"well organized german wor- 
king culture”. Minister said that 
Romania is in NATO since april 
this year and german border 
police was training the new 
romanian border police since 
2001 and that they are tn a good 
process of getting the samc 
structures like here. 
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POLAND 


“Selforganized” 
free public transportation 


Sclf-organized “Movement in 
Defence of Unemployed" in city 
of Radom, fabricated few hund- 
red of legitimations, which sup- 
pose to allow its activists to use 
public transportation (trains, 
buses, trams, etc.) all over the 
country for free. Some contral- 
lers had been cheated with this, 
but creative unemployed activist 
are likely to be now persccu- 
‘cca 


Kwach hanging out with 
Taliban - forbiden 


Police has raided the house of 
activists in Lublin and confisca- 
ted computers. The cause: a 
poster with president 
Kwasniewski hanging out with 
the Taliban. 


Poles and war in Iraq 


Polish public opinion in recent 
months has questioned the con- 
duct of the war and its economic 
costs. More than 75 percent of 
those surveyed in Poland have 
said they are against Polish par- 
ticipation in Iraq. 


New refugee centers 


Poland will build six new refu- 
gee centers on its caster border. 
The new centers will add to 
Poland's twelve cxisling centers, 
which house up to 2,250 refu- 
gees. Seventeen million euros 
(20 million dollars) from the 
EU's Schengen fund will finance 
the construction of the refugee 
reception centers. Last year, 
5,300 Chechens, 250 Afghans 
and 230 Indians asked for refu- 
gce status in Poland. Since then, 
nearly 4,000 requests have been 
made, mostly by Chechens. 


Picket ut the Israeli embassy 


About 50 people participated in 
the picket at the Isracli emassy 
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in Warsaw in protest against the 
construction of the wall. The 
picket was heldon friday 22, the 
day of solidarity with 
Palestinian people. After some 
speeches, slogans and songs the 
demo ended "without incidents". 
Later on a documentary moyie 
about children of the first 
Intifada was shown in one of the 
anarchist centers. A discussion 
was held about the possibility of 
Organising the Polish section of 
the tour "Marhaba Europe" an 
Arab-Isracli group opposing war 
and racism, 


Miners protests 


Last week about 700 miners pro- 
tested at the hq of the Katowice 
mining company against plans 
to restructure the "Wujek" mine 
(famous ducing-martial law)iand 
the “Slask" mine from nearby 
Ruda Slaska. Firecrackers and 
smoke grenades were thrown by 
the workers on the company 
office. Some workers attempted 
1o burn the:place. 

A politician from Self- 
Defence party took the loudspe- 
aker and tried to influence the 
workers into supporting the 
party, but he was thrown down 
from the stairs. More pickets are 
announced, 


Chechen refugees and polish 
border police 


Beginning of September about 
100 Chechens arrived on polish 
border in Terespol but were not 
allowed in Poland. There scems 
to be some media/state conspira- 
cy io not telling this story. The 
largest newspaper spoke of their 
arrival but did not say that they 
were not allowed in. (Tivo 
weeks ago they also reported an 
attack on a refugee center as ‘just 
hooligans, not neo-nazis', even 
though even the stony they told 
would make it a racist attack.) 
The Border Guards, which 
publish statistics of how many 
people were held os deported 
every day, somehow chose not 
to publish statisti¢s for that day 
and instead has a story about 
some official ceremony on its 
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web pages. Conflicting informa- 
tion is making its way around, 
including information that they 
were let in the country, but the 
first information about stopping 
them seems to be confirmed by 
the comments. of the Border 
Police themselves: The Border 
Police predict that a wave Of 
refugees will come to Poland /in 
the wake of the Beslan incident: 


No might to forbid ... 


An administrative court in 
Poznan has decided that the pre- 
sident of the city and the goyer- 
nor of the voivodship had no 
right fo forbid demonstrations 
against the war in Chechnya at 
the Russian consulate in that 
city. The court decided that it 
was a brach of constitutronal 
rights and was against the free- 
dom of public gathenngs. 

Members of the 
Commitee Free Caucasus now 
intend to sue the local govern- 
ment for a eampaign of repres- 
sions against protesters, which 
resulted in many beatings and 
court cases and fines for prote- 
sters against the war in 
Chechnya. 


RUSSIA 


Putins participation 
in ESF-London 


Russian powers took an innova- 
tive approach with  covenng 
ESF in London in mainstream 
media. They organised their 
Own demonstration, demanding 
extradiction of Chechen resi- 
Stance spokesperson Ahmed 
Zakaev from UK to Russia, 
Most reactionary channel, ORT 
game a coverage where this was 
claimed to be the line of the 
ESF. "Unstability in oil-produc- 
tion areas ts beneficial for big o1} 
corporations - this 1s why they 
have manipulated US and UK 
goyernements to harbour terre- 
mists such as Ilyas Ahmedoy, 
Who has refugee status in 
Washingten, and Ahmed 
Zakacy, who has refugee status 


in London..." actually whole 20 
000 strong anti-war demonstra- 
tion was presented as/an “anti- 
terrorist’ one as well 
@pposition to war im Iraq and. 
protectionist wing of the ant- 
globalist movement are already 
in line with Russian state infer 
ests, and this way they could 
fain even more propaganda 
bénefit. “Anti-terronst” demon- 
stration seems to have mainly 
consisted of members of "Pulin- 
Yugend" Iduschie Vmeste 
("Those who march together’), 
whose travel from minor 
Russian cities te London was 
financed by the governement. 
Other Russian delegates in ESF 
promised to write about this 
operation more in detail soon. 
Alltogether pretty ele- 
ver, and big part of the Russian 
public moderately sympathetic 
with “anti-globalism" will swal- 
lowthis shit due to lack of coun- 
terinformation available. It 
seems like after the change of 
the course in Russian polites, 
more skilled people are retur- 
ning to FSB ranks.from the pni- 
vate seotor who recruited all of 
them m the beginning of the 
90's, replacing the morons who 
have ruled there jast 10, years. 


September 11 
anarchists activities 


A number of actions were held 
around the world on Septll. 
One of thesmall ones that not a 
lot of people have heard about 
took place in Siberian Tyumen. 
15 activists - anarchists, radical 
leftists and artists - took oves the 
building site for the Tyumen 
Museum of Modern art and held 
a series of discussion there. 
They covered the building with 
some banners and posters mete 
ding anti-Putin posters and ban- 
ners like "when will we be free™ 
and “we are all hostages of the 
state", Some people from aie 
public came and tock 

part in the happening. 
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STRUGGLE IN 
"PROMISED LAND’ 
OF CAPITALISTS 


Restructurization of pro- 
duction proccesses and 
changes in romanian 
society, that happened last 
years are strongly connec- 
ted to changes in EU 
countries. Romania beca- 
me integral part of 
Europe, so had been also 
integrated in european 
employment system. 
Transformations in facto- 
ries as well as migration 
ereated continuing 
exchange between roma- 

‘nian and foreign compa- 
nies, but also between 
romanian workers and 
workers abroad. 


Several social and politi- 
cal phenomenons changed 
Romania in last years: 
opening for foreign capi- 
tal (often characterized 
mainly by pure exploita- 
tion of local labour 
powers), growing number 
of workers protests (some 
connected to official 
unions, yet many totally 
autonomous ones), begin- 
ning of bigger waves of 
migration (especially of 
women) and finally, 
rapidly increasing impo- 
verishment, that hit firstly 
older people and women. 
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Following article appeared in german 
autonomist magazine "Wildcat" #70. 
We had translated and slightly edited this text. 


"BACK TO 

THE VILLAGE" 
AS EXPRESSION 
OF GROWING 
UNEMPLOYMENT 


Economical and political transformations 
since 1990, strenghtened regional differen- 
ces. Firstly, foreign investi- 
tions flew into regions with 
most appealing for them 
political situations. Stream 
of international capital 
speeded up already exi- 
sting migration’s forms: 
compared wyth before it is 
now much easier to over- 
come bureaucratic obsta- 
cles and leave the country. 
Very specific for Romania 
is increasing since mid 90's 
turalization of population. 
People move to countrysi- 
de because. they lost work- 
places, feel insecure, cost 
of urban living grew or just 
because they don't have 
other possibilities. This 
contradicts «strongly with 
dreams of many young. ones, which would 
prefere to live in the big city, yet they cannot 
afford to live there.Public transport is in 
miserable condition,so those which moved 
to the countryside have to live in isolation. In 
‘90's new land's privatization laws had been 
introduced,allowing thousands of people to 
buy small pieces of land’ very cheaply. In the 
countryside is possible to survive from work 
on the-fields and animal farming, while other 
neccessity producis are got through exchan- 
ge with neighbours, ete. 

Foreign investitions, firstly concen- 
trated on Poland, Hungary and Czech 
Republic, started to flow more in Romania 
since 1997. When in 1990 wasit 87 millions 





§, in 1997 already 1,215 milliard $, at end of 
2003 it is 10,4 milliars S. Mainly is it dutch 
(17,3%), french (§0,5%), german (8,5%), 
US (6,7%) and italian (6%) capital. They 
follow different models of investing, eg. ger- 
mans and ilalians come with many investors 
(almost 11 000 from Germany and over 14 
000 from italy), yet they invest little. Main 
interest of foreign capitalists are industry 
(54%), professional services (15,8%) and 
trade (16,6%). 

ha Especially their focus 

‘4 goes into building new 

factories in agricultural 
or mining regions, where 
there are so-called “spe- 
cial exports zones": here 
taxes are lower and 
companies can work oul 
even more profitable for 
them contracts; but 
sometimes they invest 
also in just privatized, 
important state firms, 
like in case of Dacia 
bought from Renault 
in'99. Now foreign inve- 
stitions operate mostly 
in Bucaresti,around 
Timisoara, Arad, 
Brasoy, Sibiu and Cluj. 


PRODUCTION 
SPECIFICS 


Romanian government had followed poli- 
cies, which had been comfortable for foreign 
investors, eg.firm importing minerals and 
raw materials and exporting then. ready pro- 
ducts pays in customs only difference bet- 
ween these 2 values. Along this procedure, 
cosis of production are lowered,but econo- 
mical sovereignity of the country is lost. 
Production in Romania is mainly 
based on imported raw materials and impor- 
ted machines,and big international compa- 
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nies are trying to speed up 
production,unless they encounter workers 
protests. 

Through strong restructunzation 
of production,znumber of employed wor- 
kers sunked from 8,3 millions in 1989 to 
merely 4,7 % millions in 1999. Only in 
industry number of workers went down 
from 4 fo. 2 millions, especially Shrink tex- 
tile and machine building industry. Now 
almost 2/3 of industial workers are 
employed in ptivate companies. 


WORKERS PROTESTS 


Ai least in '90's romanian workers could 
finally protest with less fear aS during pre- 
vious decades. All ruling governments 
tried to deescalate social conflicts and put 
them in legal! frames, eg. through media- 
lion proccessés even “before conflict 
starts.Government leamed that 1s better to 
negotiate with unions representatives ,as 
according to research done by’ Ministry of 
Labour in years 1992-96, 35 % of protests 
(in which altogether oyer 3 millions wor- 
kers had participated) had been blocked 
successfully trough negotiation between 
union representatives and bosses. In begin- 
ning of 90's workers didn't-wanted even to 
hear about unions,just last years they're 
more tending to work. with them,so also 
State tries to be caréful,and: firstly in 2003 
new work laws appeared, slightly better 
for workers. 

Workers struggtes took place 
mostly in public sectors (miners, gas wor- 
kers, water, transport, post, hospitals, etc.) 
but also in-places dominated by private or 
internatinal capital, like textile or clothes 
industry. Demands been mainly made 
about payments, work conditions, against 
lay-offs, but also eg. concerning night 
shifts, etc. Protests aré tinding place espe- 
cially in mining province of Hunedoara or 
provinces Timis and Sibiu dominated by 
international companies and industry. For 
example in February 2004, some 60) 000 
striking workers of brown coal company 
Oltenia completelly blocked production 
for whole week. 

Other example could be Daewoo- 
owned shipyard in Mangalia, where from | 
April 2004 strike organized by Union of 
Shipyard Workers, blocked preduction for 
a week. 2300 workers demanded 15% 
more salary. Worker there ears 6,5 million 
lei(some 160 Euro). Bosses promised only 
6% more plus one-time bonus, worth of 
half month salary. Negotiations had been 
broken. 900 from 1400 workers of day- 
shift striked, which was enough to block 
the whole production proccess. Bosses 


Abolishing the Borders from Below 


aceused strikers of destroying some of 
welding equipment in reparation: hall and 
of blocking brakes in cranes,so as to stop 
strike-breakers from work,but unionist 
deniéd it, 

After 9 days strike was stll going 
on. Workers hold on to own demands, as: 
they knew that company makes anyhow 
bigger and bigger profiis,yet refuses to 
increase the salaries. Company was loo- 
sing. huge amountsiof money With each day 
of strike, so they had to-give up. 


SALARY AND 
WORKING HOURS 


Minimum wage ,which is always fixed 
according to inflation at beginning of 2004 
brought up to 2,8 million lei (ca.70 euro), 
yet supported by occasional bonuses and 
widely spread in Romania food marks (in 
many shops or bars you can exchange 
them for food products). Average salary is 





100-150 euro, but is hard to speak about 
average as differences between sectors are 
high, eg. miners can get even over 40% 
more money than textile or wood industry 
workers. «In state owned sectors theres 
more workers protestsythan in private 
firms,yet this also Starts to change, as in 
cage of italian textile company Radici, 
Where production was layed dewn for days 


after became known ‘that they planito fire. 


200 employed. Widest spread is still indi- 
vidual form of straggle:absentism grew 
from 5 till 10%, people fluctuate searching 
for better wages and change jobs all the 
ume,so they don't develop so prefered by 
bosses loyality to their workplace. iin deca- 
de '89-99 over 40% employed changed 
their workplace or profession, most of 
them being unqualified workers. In gene- 
ral, job mobility and marginalization pro- 
cesses are much more present tn the eities 


Romania 


than in rural regions. 

Means, with which is attempted 
to break the stnkes are that same as 
always: cutting the phone connections, dis- 
information Spreading, firing union lea- 
ders. 

In factories with forein manage- 
ment work intensity increased: in neo-tay- 
lorist way, precise tacts and rhytms are 
introduced, not allowing workers fo Win 
some small time or breaks. Intreduetion of — 
ihese new work methods encounters resj- 
‘stence in old factories, buf in newly build 


” sites goesamore smoothly ,as here workers 


don't have historical collective memory 
(eg.to compare work conditions) and no 
alternatives as well. 


WOMEN ARE LEAVING 


Still, éven for yours it isthard to keep up 
with fast work rhytn': and low wages, SO 
many migrates. Officially some 300 000, 
yet actually if must be over 1,7 million that 
left the country. Mostly they leaye for Italy, 
Spain, Germany, Israel or Hungary. Some 
72% have contracts, but even)many of 
these ones works without papers. 
Migration is reaction on hard work condi- 
tions with low wages but also on growing 
impoverishment. Specific for Romania 
massive migration of wemen showes aiso, 
that these new capitalistic changes put 
even more: pressure’on women life and 
brought back older forms of patmarchal 
order, where women gets pushed into 
“invisible” home work. As more women 
gets pushed away from public sphere,as 
more of them migrate. Poverty rate was 
7% already 1989, now is much more his- 
her. : 

So} sittation'in Romania is rather 
complicated and. Same of foreign investors 
think already, about moving: their capital 
further east, eg.in Ukraine, where wages 
are even lower and labour laws even more 
flexible: Sully Tormanian Working class 
despite their economical problems doesn't 
seem to be ready to submitato rules of 
foreign capitalists, which thought they 
could introduce here exploitation. that is 
not longer possible in their home counties: 


WORKERS PROTESTS IN 


One hour of work costs in Remania 1,70 
euro(average).Low salarymass lay-odS. 
but also delays with paying wages cause 
more and mere stikes-After pend when 
most of conflicts took place in unionist fr2- 
mes.more reports comes about wild, sel 
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organized strikes,which often stay isolated 
from each other:as in textile factory in 
Zimnecia,where women workers stopped 
production due to extremely low wages 
and horrible —sconditions;as_ —_—in 
Timisoara,where 200 women was fired 
from textile factory after they striked 
against raising up the norm(accord 
work)... 


RAILWAY WORKERS STRIKE 
"Greva de avertisment" - "Warning strike": 
this smal] but clear message was sticked to 
the windows of locomotives all over coun- 
try. On Ist March 2004 between 7am-9am 
trams didn't moved (also international and 
freight trains), some 60 000 railway.wor- 
Kers participated in strike. This supposed 
to be a start of longer conflict. 

Demands: reduction ef working 
hours from 8 to 7 daily by that same 
wage,12%, more basic. salary and additio- 
nal food marks. Except of this they prote- 
Sted against poor work conditions: equip- 
ment iS ancient, working ‘clothes 
lacking,rest rooms and infrastructure fal- 
lng apart. Bosses’ of CFR (state railways) 
didn't change nothing since beginning of 
2003, only promising to give 3% higher 
wages, so something had to be done. 

CFR is state company with huge 
debts; with 65: 000 workers 1s it.one of the 
biggest employers in the cquntry, Under 
pressure of IMF it was forced fo stop trans- 
port on altogether 3000 km railway trac- 
ks.After such a shnnking of routes.already 
19 000 workers had been fired) last-year;at 
least next 9000 supposed to be layed off 
soon. These which kept their job have now 
to raise their productivity without any fina- 
cial xecompensation. 

With this warning strike locomo- 
tive drivers won 12% they fought for. 
Transport minister Mitrea said: "From'niow 
on general strike of railway workers 
wouldn't be justified". Despite of this, on 
15th March locomotive drivers (belonging 
to BNS - National Block of Unions), as 
well as 5000 signal workers-and communi- 
eation technicians (organized in union 
"Bicatel”) started unlimited strike. 
Unions,that called for strike kept legal 
frame:according to law, despite of strike 
1/3 or trains must run, That same demands 
like before had been again accented. 

Already same day government threatened 
them with juristical consequences. In 
Bucaresti, local section of CFR functioned 
as strike breakers, scabs: except of delay of 
two slow trains everything went regulary 
al capital's main station Gara de Nord: 
Union active in Bucaresti, "CNSLR 
Fratia"(which stays near to ruling PSD 
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party), didn't called for stnke. Because of 
this, economical pressure caused by strike 
was lowered.yet eg. in big coastal port 
Constanza nothing moved till some of stri- 
ke-breakers from Bucaresti had been 
brought here to drive’2 trains. 

Next day Highest Court declared 
strike for illegal. Nothing more appeared 
also in newspapers or on TV. Issue was 
perfectly silenced. Firstly 3 weeks later 
notions appeared, that unions involved in 
stnke had been excluded from negotia- 
tions. Government issued also new regula- 
tion,according to which it is enough for 
agreement to be valid if just 2/3 of negoti- 
ators signs for all. Ministry of ‘Transport 
decided to ban all strikes for 1 year. 
Government - loyal union CNSLR signed 
it too. 
GOLLECTIVE "SICKNESS" 
TAROM 
Above mentioned regulation caused also, 
that pilots of airways company Tarom 
decided to act: on 4th April 2/3 of them 
stopped work for "health reasons" for 3 
days. They protested against this new law 
(union of airport workers, which have 
majority wanted to sign) as well as against 
their wages:in Romania pilot gets ca.12,5 


AT 


* million lei (300 euro) and captain of 


Boeing maybe 25 millions (600 euro). 
From this protest internal flights had been 
disturbed but also one international (Cluj- 
Munchen). 


WESTERN OWNED SWEATSHOPS: 
REPORT OF YOUNG WOMAN 
FROM ARAD 

"Company in which | work is called "Aries 
Textile". It belongs to "Calzedonia" with 
Headquarter in Italy , highest boss for 
Romania is Massimo Ambrosi. In our fac- 
toryworks 150 women and 30, men. We 
produce T-shirts and blouses, which are 
sold later/al} over Italy. I started work here 
in November 2003, firstly ironing the 
shirts. Infrastructure is relatively OK: dres- 
sing rooms and eating rooms are clean and 
new. Normally I work 8:hours a day, 5 days 
a week. All this time we had to stand 
except of 20- minutes midday break. Some 
of my collegues are trying to go to toilet 
often just in order'to rest few seconds. But 
this is strictly controlled. From one day to 
another we heard, that we'supposed now to 
do 10 hours a day. After 2 days some of us 
went to the boss and said: "No". After that 
we work again 8 hours. J don't know what 
would they pay with 10 hours a day. 
Monthly I get 3,5 million lei (ca.90 euro) 
+each day food marks in value 6] 000 lei 
(1,5 euro), 
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Once, on payment day mens been 
pissed off with their wage and went to 
boss. We,women joined them and stopped 
working, Just for 5 minutes. Massimo 
(boss) came fast and promised us higher 
wages if his chiefs in Italy will agree. Next 
salary of mine was 12% higher.” 


MIGRATION 


Attacks in Madrid (March 2004) caused in 
Romania strong reactions, because most 
victims (and under them many 
Romanians) left their countries to work in 
Spain in order to support their families at 
home. Reople been angry that not only 
they work “illegally”, in shit conditions 
abroad but-now also they. die there. Shorly 
after romanian Prime Minister declared, 
that:working abroad is positive for romani- 
an economy and, encouraged people to 
migrate, because it is also way they leam 
“better "attitude and-respect towards job. 
"Those,which worked in the West know at 
least how long coffee- or cigarettc-break 
really should bes."he said: 

40 000, so almost twice more 
work contracts abroad’ than year before 
signed Romanians.in 2003. Most of them 
worked 4 months tn Germany on fields, 
some got 18-months contracts in health 
services (nurses,etc:). 15 000 had legally 
worked in Spain. Only in period January- 
February 2004 ca.1{8 million people left 
Romania, over 300 000, was,stopped on the 
borders. Main direction are Italy and 
Spain. Very few are.retuming willingly to 
Romania. ; 

With salary usually 70-100 euro 
(often much lower), only.5 from 21 million 
population having social security, misera- 
ble unemployed bonus (giyen only to some 
and ‘ory for 6 months), extra social money 
for families with many children in quote of 
10,euro a month, etc. there 1s not much per- 
spectives. Anyhow, even those with stabil 
jobs must pay fully for all medicine, but 
also for dentist. Basic food products, train 
or cinema tickets, bars are cheaper than in 
West, but with this money it isn't enough to 
survive. Anyhow electric products, shoes, 
coffee or clothes are as much expensive as 
in West Europe. Migration seems really 
most rational alternative. 
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THIS [S NOT 
OUR CHOICE ! 


Abolishing the Borders from Below 


Ukraine § 


... this slogan have been justified before, 


and remain true after elections in Ukraine 


Author of following text isa well known writer in Ukraine who, 
however can not be consider as an anarchist, seems to have a 
true respect for freedom and justice. The letter was written short 
before the first round of October elections in Ukraine therefore 
is already a bit out of date. Nevertheless we strongly recomend 
you to take these very emotional and dramatic report to your 
concideration ... 


Kiev, October 24 2004 
Dear. friends, 


I'm writing you this from the country, now haunted 
with the-gory prospect of being forcefully 1umed, in a week, into 
one of the most terrible thugocratic dictatorships that Europe has 
witnessed since Hitler and Stalin. You may find this an exagge- 
ration, yet it's not. It’s usually so human, to refuse to believe the 
worst - until it’s too late. Besides, from my recent conversations 
with my. friends and journalists from EU, I know how little 
information can be found in the European media on the situation 
in Ukraine - and, as a result, how little understanding there is of 
what is really at stake here this fall. 

Lasi night the first blood was spilled on the Kiev pave- 
ment. The autocralic post-Soveit regime, which since the Tate 
1990s has been smothering the buddening Ukrainian democracy, 
and is by now wholeheartedly hated by the vast majority of 
population (from 67% to 85%, according to the polls!), has 
given us its final proof, that there'll be NO - however heavily fal- 
sified - "free elections” on October; 31. There'll be a WAR - an 
open war, launched against the people of Ukraine by ihe hand- 
ful of gangsters now al power, whose only goal is to stay at 
power after the 31st - at ANY price. 

Until last night they've been using the "cold-wvar' 
methods (to skip the case of an attempted poisoning of the 
oppositional candidate, Victor Yushchenko, whose chances to 
win the elections in an honest game are undeniable), There's 
been a disgusting and overwhelming campaign of lies in the 
media (most of them, with very few exceptions, controlled by 
ihe power), there've been all the dirty, illegal tricks used (pay- 
ments, threats, repressions etc.), a5 well as cheating with the 
voting lists (with, say, tens of thousands of the dead included on 
them, etc). Nothing of these, though, proved efficient enough to 
guarantee next Sunday the smooth and peaceful victory to the 
"candidate of the power" - the present-day Prime Minister 
(appointed by the president), a former (?) criminal, back in his 
youth twice convicted for robbery (no kidding!), 

Yesterday, the grand “orange” manifestation (orange 
being the colour of the oppositional candidate) ofsome 150 000 
- 200 000 people filled the square in front of the Central 
Election Committee, under the slogan “For honest and transpa- 


rent elections”. F's been a warm, tranquil sunny day (do you 
know how beautiful is Kiev in the fall?), and the 3-million city 
was all celebration - of joy, and hope, and solidanity. It's been a 
long time since I've seen so many happy, smiling faces in the 
streets - in fact, since the collapse of the Soviet Union. Yet then, 
in 1991, as the past 13 years have proved, our celebration was 
definitely premature. With no change of the political elite, with 
just very small burgeons of eivil society, with - well, why don't 
I put it plainly - no REAL revolution, Ukraine, after a while, 
started sliding back into the dark shadow of Sovietization. tts 
only now, that the dragon of Sowiet totalitarianism - in the mean- 
time considerably shrunken, losing one part of his body atter 
another (Eastern Europe - the Baltics - then, last fall, Georgia_..), 
all rotten up fo the marrow of his bones (its true - criminal - ske- 
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leton now fully exposed!) - is REALLY agonizing. And the con- 
vulsions of the dragon could be termble - isn’t the case of Russia 
sonspicuous enough? 

Vladimir Putin, who's so shortly tumed: his country 
back into a concentration camp, fully browbeaten with the fear 
of terronism, now serves as the major support for the Ukrainian 
thugs. Small wonder, as cnminals and the KGB officers used t© 
belong together since good old Gulag times. The whole presi- 
dential campaign of our “candidate of the power’, Victor 
Yanukovich, is a brainchild of Moscow professionals. Polinealiv 
and intellectually, Kiev now more and more looks Itke the city 
under Russian occupation. And what exactly have thev pl 
to ensure “the succession ef power” in Ukraine, has become 
visible last night. 

About 23.00, after the singing “orange” crowd ih trent 
of the Central Election Committee dispersed. and only some 
150 people - among them women, and senior citizens - Stayed 
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to wail for the results of the session (which was hold inside) to 
be announced (on the agenda was an attempt to falsify some 2 
million voices, due to the machinations with the voting fists!) - 
the dragon has bared his teeth for the first time. Some 50 black- 
leathered. men appeared out of the darkness, and. attacked peo- 
ple, who were waiting on the park benches, with clubs and kni- 
ves. There was no police around (1), but three of the attackers - 
when the parlamentarians and the bodyguards ran out of ihe 
building - were caught and handicuffed, According to their IDs, 
theyall appeared to be disguised policemen. - of the specially 
trained "killers’ detachments". Yes, there've been rumours circu- 
lating before - of some "special detachments" arriving from all 
over the country and concentrating around the city. Of some 
Strange, and highly suspicious manoeuvres noted by the city- 


dwellers in some areas. Now, next moming after the "night of 


the long knives" (as.a result of which, !1 peaceful demonstrators 
were taken to the hospital, some of them seriously wounded), 
there's no doubt left: the war has been announced. The gangsters 
at power aren't going fo leave in any case. They are going to 
fight - most probably, after the voiing-booths will be closed. 
Couldany, however "specially trained", groups of mur- 
derers REALLY work against hundreds of thousands of people? 
(For people ARE going to go into the streets on the election 
night, and Ukrainian intermet is now boiling with the discussions 
on how and where to meet, how to protect oneself against the 
attacks, etc.). Well, maybe they couldn't. And Ukrainian army 
will hardly agree to tur its guns against its own people, either. 
But on October, 28 - three days before the. elections - there'll be 
a military parade (1) in Kiev (nothing like this was ever held 
before on this date!). And Russian president Vladimir Putin is 
coming to Kiev - allegedly, to take part in the parade (?). And to 
stay, in Kiev for 5 (?) days more. Again, there're rumours - oh, 
these rumours! - that he'll be bodygarded by some bayonets. 


More precisely - with two.divisions being particularly famous of 


their operations in the Caucases... 
Maybe Ukraine has only one week left. One last week 
of the electrifying autumn of free politica! discussions in the 


cafes and clubs, of gatherings, manifestations, and - well, of 


hope. For, despite everything, there's an extremely strong, and 
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growing hope, I even daresay, an upsurging belief, that the 
Ukrainian part of the dragon will be killed next Sunday with the 
free will of the people. Today the anchorman on the last 
Ukrainian free TV channel yet unclosed (Channel 5) was smi- 
ling the same. way people were yesterday in the streets. (For 
quite a while persecuted, now sued, Channel 5 is under the thre- 
at of being closed tomorrow night - but the anchorman was smi- 
ling like a winner.) Now covering no more than 30% of the 
country's territory, Channel 5 was the only one which gave a full 
report on the events of the last night. Characteristically, none of 
the beaten witnesses sounded "victimized" - ihey all talked 
indignantly, but righteously: that is, like people aware of their 
rights, and ready to protect them. It's a totally irrational, yet 
overwhelming feeling: that "we", the people, are stronger than — 
"them", the corrupted power. And that it's "them", not "us", who 
is scared. 

On the nighi of the elections I'll be in the streets, too. I 
don't know what is going to happen there. That is, what forces 
will be turned against us, and what will be the final result. Yet, 
even if the worst happens, and the Putin's bayonets help to tum 
my country, for God-knows-how-long, into a criminal-presided 
reseryation of the degraded Stalinist type, we'll be in the streets 
- if only to be able to say, that THIS 1S NOT OUR CHOICE. 
Knowing how easily (and, more than once, eagerly!) does 
Western press buy the "made-in-Russia" political myths on the 
current Ukrainian situation (on Ukraine being allegedly "split" 
into East and West, "pro-Russian" and "pro-Western", Russian- 
speaking and Ukrainian-speaking parts, each of them allegedly 
delegating its own candidate for the presidency), [ just wanted to 
let you know how the things look and feel here in the reality. By 
spreading the truth further, you'll make your own contribution 
into killing the dragon. For, as we all know from this old guy 
Orwell (WHO on earth has ever been so careless to have claimed 
him outdated?) - what the dragon needs most badly for its survi- 
val, is precisely the fake, artificially constructed mental picture. 
And - needless to say that - the agony of the dragon should by 
no means be lightheartedly taken as a local process only... It's 
not a farewell letter - it's a letter of hope. Please keep your fin- 
gers for us this week! With warmest regards, Oksana 





New displacement 
in Brno or How 
it'd fallen out with 
"direct democracy" 


byPetr Chromy 


If you're from Bmo (Note of translator: second largest 
city in Czech rep., something below half million of inhabitants), 
you know for sure about referendum about Main train station's 
transfer, that took place on Saturday of 9th of October. If you're 
not, maybe you have some idea about how the station is like. I'll 
try to explain, why is for Bmo and its inhabitants some train sta- 
tion so important, that they didn’t hesitate to come in the number 
of almost 80 thousand (79-294) to vote about future position of 
this structure, By the way, after long time it was the biggest refe- 








rendum by far. in Czech republic.(Note if trans.: in Czech rep. they 
don't have an institute of state-wide referendum; the only ene was 
"special" referendum for certifying the country's entry into EU). 
For those unknowing Bmo's conditions it could look 
like rather thick uproar because of some building some few 
hundreds meters souther, But this station is something like a 
natural centre. It's not caused just by ils position directly iri the 
cenire of city, but right in front of station there is the city's big- 
gest node of public transport; in this node. there is also take-off 
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of night buses, that ‘hand out people all over Bro at least every 
hour in the nights. Ail of this should change. And why? 

When sometimés seven yéars ago a bunch of construc- 
tors came with magalomaniac project of station's displacement, 
they were laughed out by everyone.(Note of trans.: The idea 
itself is even older, first time they came with the displacement 
was in the beginning. of 20th century; it was always rejected’and 
later also the autor of the very first project recognised that he 
was wrong). But these people was not kind of people that are 
easy to be denied. Such a fiddle for couple of milliards doesn't 
have to be repeated soon. So they lobbed wherever they could, 
so suddenly city fathers approved the plan and started to punch 
hard arguments for needfulness of this megaproject for Brno. 
But it will cost something... Transport department estimates 
expenses just for moving the railway node at 640 millions 
Euro(Note of trans.: By far the largest project in eity’s history;. of 
course the city doesn't have such a money - they just “hope” 
they'll get something from government, EU ete.). After expe- 
riences with similar projects can one expeet much higher 
amount; mentioned figure also doesn't cover another giant items 
related to “revitalization” of target area. 

Racy step of council clashed a network of activists, 
who started strong campaign against displacement in March. 
They set up coalition Nadrazi v Centru (“Station in the Centre), 
where mel up some of classical ecological NGOs with. another, 
lesser-known and maybe slightly bizarre (Association. for deve- 
lopment of Ivanovice, Istitute Democracy for everyone). First 
important step of coalition was a petitionary action for a refe- 
rendum about future position of station. To say, coalition agrees 
with a opinion that it's necessary to modemize the siation,. but 
they say it can be solved in actual position and much cheaper. 
Petitionary action achieved success and enforced referendum. 
City council made a clear stand : if the referendum won't be 
imperative, they won't reflect it at all. According to law, the 
result of referendum is imperative just in case of 50% of citizens 
participated it. 

Last week before referendum the information war bet- 
ween city and their "pro-displacement" partners on one side, and 
“anti-displacement" coalition on the other one, culminated. 
Flyer campaigns reached their heights, on turn got also t-shirts, 
happenings etc. - one can say Bmo's people were-not far from 
allegorical caravans, street theatres or traditional pre-electional 
goulash. Coalition od deniers appealed to participation on refe- 
rendum: They reasoned by disproportionate financial expen- 
ses(that will inhibit development of everything else in city), eco- 
logical and:another problems with giant construction(that would 
take many years to be completed, by estimation at least ten) and 
so on. (Note of trans.: For instance, it's possible that the flood of 
money fer project could "dry up” in the middle of realization - 
then, in case of "displacing" alternative, there will stay half-built 
non-functional building of new station and eld one, almost mu~ 
ned, becatise all the investments needed for repairing the old 
building went into new one. In case of modemization of old sta- 
tion, there would stay half-modemized, but fully functional sta- 
tion.,.). City council was also trying to argue, by necessity of 
transfer because of corridors modemization, enlargenient of the 
center and starting of its further development ete., but they pri- 
marily concentraded of explaining to people, that the referen- 
dum is useless, (Note of trans.: Or, better said, to explain how 
harmful is referendum or letting station on/old place. And were 
grasping really hard, they didn't hesitate to use any weapons : 
from all legal possibilities to sabotage referendum, through 
using vast expanses from tax payer's money for disgusting pro- 
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paganda and blocking opposition town-councillors from wnting 
into city’s newspaper, to blatant lies and demagogy. Activists 
and referendum-participers were officially branded as enemies 
of city's welfare, people were not properly informed where and 
when shouid they go'to vote, but could read from council's flyer 
that travelling some 10 minutes morefif no traffic-jam Hap- 
pens, what's pretty, commen in this past of city] from eity-trans- 
part's Beth node is a plus for new position's “approachability 
by city transport" and "comfort of Bmo's cilizens"...): 

Well, and how did it end up? Referendum was partici- 
pated by 24.9% of electors. No triumph od direct democracy 
within the frame of capitalist state held up. Just for eomplete- 
ness! sake, 67 440 electors voted against displacement and 11 
O88 for it. 

T personally was a member of one of election commit- 
tees. [ took it as.a brigade-work for not big, but easily eamed 
money. It was a valuable experience. Pearl of election was one 
well-known Bmo's neonacist, member of JKG(Note ofttrahs.; So 
called Johny Kentus Gang, big group of Bmo's "hooligans”, tha- 
t's attacking punks, activists and everyone they eall “a leftist 
scum"), which was remonstrating in election room : “Why dunn 
them cunts better repair soccer stadium?" By the way, the nazi- 
hooligan scene also did not stay calm about this theme: One 
could read on internet guestbooks arguments like that when will 
be station displaced, it will be far to Drakkar and Fabrika(nazi 
pubs) and so nobedy will be willing to go outto fight. To wit in 
front of station are Bmo's neonacists and! nazihooligans very 
often assaulting. people they don't like. 

I was in-election committee with three senior ladies, so 
I was unwillingly informed about health problems of them and 
all their relatives. 1 also coutdn't mishear their sedated debate 
about functionalism, family and personal relationships of elec- 
tors, figures of woman electors, therapeutic impact of raisins, or 
political scene ("they are all cheaters”). However for me were 
lots of their opinions just incomprehensible, all of them agreed 
on that the displacement of station is absurdity. { do think so. But 
I'm really far from thinking that I could change thimgs, that seem 
absurd, stupid and unfair fo me, by a referendum 

If you're interested by moving of Brno's main station, 
you can look at web of coalition for keeping the station : 
http://www.nadraziveentu.cz/ and web of city couneil and their 
partners : http://www.zeleznicni-uzél-bmo:ez/ (Note of trans.: 
That there are no english seetion on both webs 1s, due to local 
importance, understable. More charactemstic ts that on council's 
web - again made from tax payers money - is no pessibility to 
submit own opinion, just a parody of guestbook. in fact just 
exhibition of selected ecstatic pre-displacement sentences.) 


Author ; Petr Chramy 


Taken from http-//fsa.anarchismus.org?, 
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AS importance and strenght of territorial (local) or work-connected 
(sindicalist) self-governments will grow, political conscience 
of communities will change and process of dying out of state will start” 


"W PASZCZU" 


polish anarcho-regionalists from Vilno 


Poles are not immigrants in Lithuania; but they live there since 
ages probably, as well.as Belorussians, Russians, Jews and 
ather, smaller in numbers, nationalities. Creation of nation-sta- 
fés produced very concept of "majority "and "minority". Also, 
when we personally not neccesserely agree with all ideas of 
some anareho-regionalists, we ave glad to present here this 
interesting text. We had translated it from polish anarchist zine 
"Inny Swiat”, 


"W paszezu" 
polish anarcho-regionalists from Vilno 


In October 2002cfew parlamentarians from diverse 
fractions registered in lithuanian Parlament new project concer- 
ning administratory-territorial’changes. Project tliis proposes’ to 
create in’a place‘of existing 10 "poviats” (formed without consi- 
dering any historical and ethnic backgrounds) just 4 ethnogra- 
phic regions: Auksztaitija, Dzkija, Suvalkija and Zhemaitija. 
Each of them would:have own parliament, governing organs and 
further means of intemal autonomy. . 

In this way, farst time since years questions of territori- 
al autonomy. are brought up on suchva scale. Surely, in. details 
this idea have many failures, especially disadvantageous. to: 
minorities (e.g. in region of Vilno populated-by 700 000,.only-ca: 
50 % are Lithuanians, rest consists of Poles, Russians; 
Belorussians, etc.) as main argument of proposers is "maintai-- 
nance of lithuanian nation, language-and culture”, as:usually- 
"forgetting about diverse nationalities living here- Exactly as in 


a case of recently introduced law-concemiung citizenship of RU- 


(Republic 6f Lithuania), “ethic'’-Lithuanian have more: rights 
than Pole, Russian or Jew. Local; traditionally conformist polo- 
nie media aren't talking about this issues, onlyourquarterly "W 
paszezu". 

So, is polish anarcho-regionalist-zine in Lithuania nee- 
déd? Yes! We want to present opinions other ones than in local 
polish press, we want'to defend rights of minorities even despi- 
te. their own passivity and we want to create troubles, when 
rights of local communities are violated (eg.we participated in 
organizing and spreading information about protest actions of 
inhibitants of village Kuprianishki near Vilno, where city mayor 
wanted to build garbage dump). This is also why we're putting 
out "W paszezu”. 

On other hand we want to move some things in lithua- 
nian underground and general contacts between Poles and. 
Lithuanians. Now, situation of our underground and whole alter- 
native scene is catastrophal. There is few good DIY hce/punk 
bands, some known even abroad (Spichki, DrGreen, Bora), but 
since few years that same small eircle of people comes to the 
gigs, For demonstrations and pickets in Vilno comes usually 4 
till 10 people. Except of good quality "Kablys” there's practical- 


ly no lithuanian zines. Scene slowly forms boring sectarian atti- 

tudes: if you're not vegan, or not anarcho-comunist, or pacifist, 

or not fan of emocore or ska, you can get isolated, and must 

organize yourself gigs, distro, etc. Through our zine we try to 

support all these unruly, not exactly “correct” by scene norms 

ones and become discussion forum for all parts of underground. 

On other hand we are forced to fight with stereotypes: in opinion 

of mainstream society but also of many undergrounders, Pole is 
perceived.as drunken, rude asshole, disco fan obsessed by natio- 

nalist, separatist desires. Surely, such a opinion doesn't come 
from nowhere: local polish nationalists since always are making 
money on cultivating historical antagonisms and spreading hate 
between two nationalities. Also because of this there-is now over 
40, marginal and fighting with each, other, polish parties and 
social organizations: Also becausevof this, regions vilepski, 
trotskr and soletchnicki populated by polish minority are poorest 
in the country. In order to confront stereotypes ruling among 
Lithuanians but also to fight stupidity and middle-ages. mentali- 
ty of Poles, in May of 2002. we formed art-group TKM (Teraz 
Kurwa My - Now Us), which united poets, writers, photogra- 
phers, social activists. It was people which think’differently and 
think themselves and not according to lines of “only correct 
ones" phrases of AWPL (main polish party in Lithuania, center- 
nght). In autumn of 2002 first issue of libertanan ziné "W paszc- 
zu" in polish.language, came‘out, But in order to»understand our 
roots, we have to lookback few: years. 

In £994, few students:of UWP {illegal but functioning 
polish university in Vilno) created alternative youth club. This 
-club-supposed to propagate-alternative ideas eg anarchism. Yet 
anarchism of its members was rather expression ef youth rebel- 
lion than conscious adaptation of Bakunins or Kropotkin ideas. 
IniOctober'94 we organizedalternative poetry evening (which 
was actually first polish happening in Lithuania), which created 
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scandal in crusted, traditionalist polish circles. You can imagine 
what was reaction of old patnots still singing "Pierwsza 
Brygada" (red. :nationalist song from '20's) and dreaming about 
ressurecuion of Marshall Pitsudski, when they heard poems like 
"T fuck ZPL" (Ziwiazek Polakow na Litwie - Association of Poles 
in Lithuania).,. We had been accused of fascism, communism, 
cooperation with KGB, ete. After club organized several events, 
like punk festival “Fandango”, concert of NoMeansNo and dis- 
solved in 1996. With some alternative ideas we infiltrated offi- 
cial polish-language newspapers in Vilno, where articles of 
some of us appeared. Inbetween there was attempt of creating 
something serious, we had ambitious plans but all ended in 
beer... 

Renesaince of polish alternative movement started in 
auturin 2000, when first issue of artzine "Chaos" been put out. 
Firstly was if just zine focused on writers, which didn't wanted 
or couldn't be present in official media financed by one person. 
Later it got financial help from: some small groups and universi- 
ty as well as logistic support of some older anarchists; Vile; 
Pacuk and Zuma. Then it runned in 300-500 copies, supposebly 
every month but generally then when was enough money to 
print it. In fact it was apolitical zine ( few times anarchist arti- 
cles or translations of anarchist classtes appeared), but already 
was it enough for polish society in Lithuania to claim it as 
enemy (eg. smearing articles appeared in local mainstream 
polish press). In spring 2002 we confronted choice: to still get 
financial support and become next bonng conformist publica- 
lion or to close the zine. We choosed independence, and then 
created mentioned above TKM, which for its own money prin- 
ted last, ] 0th issue of "Chaos". 

In November 2002 we put out first issue of "W PASZC- 
ZU ". It was done DIY of course. In first number we discussed 
different positions towards EU, second was dominated by texts 
concerning self-governing and self- organizing, as it was before 
presidential elections in January 2003. 

One of us put even himself as candidate: it was one of 
our performances. Spending some. 5$ for campaign he got few 
hundred votes, but we used it also as counteraction against 
polish parties: we put posters with Stalin as advertisement for 
AWPL and some stupid old people actually believed, that is 
orginal of their beloved party and protected these posters fom 
being ripped out, 
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"W paszezu” doesn't propagate any “only true"way, we 
are Open forall opinions except fascist and communist ones. We 
consider ourselves as anarcho-regionalists. We are taking from 
libertarian ideas, but also from sindiealists and federalists, like 
Proudhon or Abramowski this what we ean use. We don't care 
for abstract visions of future or dogmatic doctnmes. We want 
anarchy “here and now", we stand for self- organizing of local 
communities. We think, that as importance and strenght of temi- 
torial (local) or work-conneeted (sindicalist) self-govermments 
will grow, political conscience of communities will change and 
process of dying out of state will start. Some of this we ean 
observe among local communities in Latin America, where 
more and more decisions on local level is done by locals. We 
think, that present democracy has so much weak points, that it 
allows propagating anarchism legally or almost legally. We sup- 
port protests, demonstrations conceming issues with which we 
agree and we try to support all initiatives serving !ocal eommu- 
nities. 

For polish local elite we are “enemies of polonism 
no.l", for lithuanian regionalists - we are "polish nationalists’, 
but still for many young Poles living in Lithuania we are maga- 
zine, which simply writes the truth. And this is most important 
for us. 


Antoni Pacuk, 
Alexander Vile 








Azerbeijani Prisoners 


Hard Freedom 


As it happens in cases when we don't have our own 
contacts in particular region, but issues are socially or politi- 
cally important, we print sometimes articles and news from 
mainstream niedia, especially if they're written at least by local 
Jree-lance journalists and not western “experts”. Here one 
recent story from www.iwprnet (Institute for War and Peace 
Reporting) concerning prisoners in Azerbeijan. 


Amir Kuliev was recently pardoned by President ham 
Aliey - but he has little to look forward to. Five’years in prison 
have left him without a family. As soon as he was handed down 
his conviction for burglary, his wife divoreed him, placed their 
children in an orphanage, and went to Moscow with her new 


husband. Only Amir's elderly mother welcomed him heme. “I 
know I did wrong, but I have paid my debt te society." said 
Amur, 35. “How could she ditch mein his tme ofneed after so 
many years together? How could she abandon our children?” 
Atter almost a year in office, the Azerbarjani president is win- 
ning praise for his humanity after having pardoned and released 
nearly 1,000 prisoners. For many of them, however, freedom 1s 
proving almost as: difficult as life inside. Amir-said he is now 
looking for work in order to suppert his mother and take bis ehii- 
dren back from the orphanage. 

Another prisoner, who asked net to be named, was sen- 
teneed to 13 years in 1995 for an alleged attempted coup deun 
He had served in a special police task force, Known es the 
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OPON, during the Nagomy Karabakh 
War. A few months ago, he was pardo- 
ned by the president and released after 
Serving eight years in prison. “They 
put us in jail for something we didn't 
do," the veteran said. “Where else 
would they punish a soldier for obey- 
ing his commander's orders? I find 
myself unable te do anything since 
['ve been pardoned, I haven't recove- 
red from the experience." 

President Aliev has issued 
four mass pardons since he took office 
in October 2003. According to Eldar 
Zeinaloy, director of the Azerbaijani 
Human Rights Centre, the presidential 
deorees have resulted in the release of 
914 convicts, 123 of them prisoners of 
conscience. Zeimalov believes the 
poelitteal prisoners owe their freedom 
to pressure by 
the Council 
of Europe, 
whieh has 
pressed the 
Baku authori- 
ues hard on 
this issue. 


There are 1 
prisons in 
Azerbaijan, 
but the jushee munistry declined to 
disclose the nurnber of prisoners held 
there. Elmira Alekperova, director of 
the £] non-gevernmenta! organisation, 
claams. the number of inmates is 
15,000, while Zeinaloy calculates it is 
17,000, In’ any case, almost six per 
cent of the total number have been 
pardoned in the past 12 months. 
Experts estimate that around 
two thirds of marmed prisoners, in par- 
ticular women, lose their families 
while in prison. Psychologist 
Nadezhda Safarova points to the 
Azerbaijani mentality as the reason 
why se many convicts’ families break 
up. "In Azerbaijan,.men can get away 
with anything, but a man will punish 
his woman for the slightest infraction, 
Jet alone a prison term," she said. 
Under Azerbaijani law, it is 
very easy to divorce a prisoner: “The 
spouse remaining outside just needs to 
file a divorce plea. If the prison term 
exceeds three years, the marrage 1s 
voided immediately, and the other 
spouse will be notified accordingly in 
jail," Elmira Halilova, head of the 
marriage records office in Khatain 
district. "If the term is less than. three 
years, the case is decided'in court.” 








The single biggest problem 
the freed prisoners face is unemploy- 
tment. “] haven't been able to nd work 
since! I was released three years ago,” 
said Akif Magerramov, who served 
two thirds of his'seven-and-a-half year 
term. “When they find out about my 
criminal record, they won't even talk 
to me. It Is pointless to try and explain 
that you are not arepeat offender, but 
someone who had, made a mistake.” 

“The indifference and 
Mistrust ex-prisoners facé compels 
many of them to commit more cri- 
mes,” said Isakhan Ashurov, a former 
police chief tumed lawyer. "The majo- 
rity of first-time offenders sooner or 
later go back to jail.” He recalled that 
in Soviet fimés there was a whole 
system whereby, freed prisoners were 

all offered 

§ jobs but that 

j this had 

now disap- 
peared. 

One ex- 
con who has 
not been 
able to resu- 
meé his pro- 
fessional 
career iS 
Adil Geibullah, a leading. member of 
the‘eppositionypolitical party Musavat, 
who spent three years in prison after 
hitting a pedestrian with his ‘car. 
"[Geibullah‘s] professional activity 
was not discussed by the court and the 
court.did-not deprive him of his decto- 
t's license," Ashurov noted. "So after 
he served his punishment he had the 
right to return to the department he 
headed." The war veteran’ referred to 
earlier has not had te encounter the 
problem.of recovering his job or apart- 
ment or even his family. He-has never 
had any of these. He went to war when 
he was 18, then to prison when he was 
24. Now he ts 32-years-old and has to 
start his life from seratch and he is not 
sure he is up te the challenge in 
Azerbaijan. "Il try to avoid my: former 
fellow OPON’ soldiers," he said: 
"When we.do get together, all we ever 
talk about is the war and the many 
years we spent in jail for no reason. | 
don't think I can fake it anymore. 
Maybe I should leave the country and 
leave ut all behind." 


September 2004, 
by Samira Akhmedbeili - 
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ABC MOSCOW 


Oleg Serebrennikov 
writes 14th of October: 


“After 6 months of investigation, 14 
PM (local time, 11 AV GMT) October focal 
court of Izhevsk begins hearing of criminal 
case 1-515 against neo-na 
Viadislavovich Krasnovskly. (: 


part 2 of statue 115 of Russi 
Codex. Thése people are’ me 
Izhevsk section of neo-nazi 
Party. 

In 23rd of Februaty 20 


. Around 2PM accused 4, fogether will 


20 other persons assaulted Oleg 

Serebrannikov elae) Aleksander. 
Zimbovskiy, who were returning from the 

anti-war picket. Shouting “Sieg, Haill and 

"White power!", they surrounded us, beat. 
us with iron bars and stabbed with knives. 

As a result of the serious wounds in my 
head, | was taken to neuro-surgical sec- 
tion of the MSCh number 7. 25th of 
February Aleksandr Zimbovskiy travelled 
home to Yekaterinburg, | remained in 

hospital. Excited by absolutely impunity, 

leaders of local nazis appeared in my sec- 
tion - they were Aleksandr Shneider (born 
1966), twice imprisoned for robbery, with 
his adjutant Yan Krasnovskiy. They threa- 
fed to kill me if 1 start a criminal case, and 
if | continue my activities. This was not yet 
enough for nazis, and 3rd of march Vitaliy 
Novikov appeared in hospital, repeating 
the threat, My traumas were very serious, 

and eventually | had to spend 3 months in 
various hospitals. During this time, posi- 
tion of powers and police changed 180 
degrees. In the beginning, they were total- 
ly disinterested about the attack, and did 
everything in order to cover it up. For 
example, in session of State council of 
Udmurtian Republic, which took place few 
days after the assault, prosecutor 
Sarnaev announced to question of deputy 
V.B. Tihonov that the fight had not any 
political motives whatsoever. There was a 
clear impression, that powers and police 
are covering activiies of neonazis. Only 


a freelance journalist in Baku. ANARCHIST 
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when information about brutal assault 
was distributed in main papers of 
Russia and reports of NTV and REN- 
TV, and after a group was sent from 
(Moscow police to investigate activities 
of focal police around our case, their 
politics had changed. And even then, 
having got a slap to their wrists, local 
police was much more interested 
about how we managed to organise 
such a successful information cam- 
_-paign, than about searching nazi- 
skinheads who had assaulted us. 
In beginning of the April, case 
“was passed to investigatory chapter 
f-Administration of fighting against 
anisational crime in Udmurtia 
BOP). During these five months, 
_Vatious investigations were conduc- 
‘ted - interrogations, identifications, 
“medical expertises. Results of these 
“investigations were modest, since 
investigator was not too interested 
about the case. | even had to fight 
information, such as names and 
addresses of the assaulters myself. 
This way, | managed to have a case 
against Novikov. Threats by Shneider 
eR clennre) reaction whatsoever, inve- 
Stigators did not even bothered to 
interrogate people who were staying 
in the same section of the hospital 
and who heard those threats - alt- 
hough | told invéstigators names of 
fhese people. But anyway, few of the 
fascists were indeed sued and | hope 
that they receive according to their 
acis. 25th of August investigation of 
the case was finished, and the case 
was passed to Prosecutor of 
Udmurtia. 

In the end, | want to express 
huge gratitude to all comrades, who 
helped me in the difficult moment - 
without your help, everything would 
have been much more hard. Special 
thanks to people from Anarchist Black 
Cross of Moscow and Yekaterinburg 
Movement Against Violence. 

Oleg Serebrennikov 


Translator note: Oleg is still paying big 
buck for the crap medics he may 
afford, so any help in finances is wel- 
come. a? 

You may write to Moscow 
Anarchist Black Cross if you want to 
help: 





spt2003@email.com 


BLACK CROSS 
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cont Ae SOReR BBB nie Horner 
Romas in Serbia 


on the example of the Community 
in Rakovice/Belgrad 


Interview with Roma activist 
by Barbara; Balkans 


To get an authentic pieture of Roma culture and’ existence struggle one 
should share the life with them. An attempt in this direction was being’ done on the 
Peoples Global Action-Conference in Belgrad/Serbia the fast week of July. In Jainci 
there was a workshop with Roma prepared by local friends, doing’ Samba music, 
listening to each other and fast but not least having a panty together. 

This is a summary ofan interview that was being heldwith one of the acti- 
vists'in Rakoyice, a village nearby the conference at the outskirts of Beograd: 1 want 
the reader just feel ; ; a oS mae 
beamed on his sofa in his © 
home and read exactlyito | 
his words and way how 
he was telling us about 
their living conditions. 

Our Roma com- 
munity in Rakovice was 
settled in 1981. Most of us 
came from Medakovie a 
suburb. of Beograd, were 
we had our own houses. It 
was a decision of the/post- 
Tito government that there 
should be buildroads. We were Weve by force ofthe police, they took us in trueks and 
lefius here. So forcefid, like Nezis. 

Here they gaveus first containers andsaid tt would be just temporary, tits was 
23 years ago. The most of us are not educated. So weave lousy jabs. What we dats col- 
lecting from containers. What we find: metals, ear boards‘etc. we sell to the factories. 
Most of us would like to do an echication process, but we'have (@ care to have jobs. 

Onreomnunity was growing bigger-and bigger, but we shill have only the con- 
tainers, the-city gave-us long ago. We have 20.m for one family, no matter if Famally ts of 
20 persons or 5. In the Roma community young people marry early because the safety: 
lies in the family. lis something:sacred to us. We. are 76 families, about 300/people and 





‘aver two-thirds are kids or young. 


Our biggest problem is with the hygiene. We have awerk that is net clean. The 
garbage pit of our community inear the entrance. During. the day both parents have fo 
go to work, the older children have to leok after the small children, but lots of times when 
ihe kids are on their own they are’on the streets dont know what to do and at the deponie 
they are sometimes playing in the garbage. 

The most of our lives is working, working, working, Our cultire isnq:based on 
hygiene. So ifsemebody of us feels that there is‘something wrong; hep would just eant- 
nue. When they look to a doktor theyare usually totally wasted and its nach too late. Our 
average hfe time is 60, In the last three years there have been 10 people efus va a 
the age of 30 - 45. Cancer is one of the main: reasons of death. We had children infeczed 
by hepatitis and then when one gets sick after a time the others get siex. 

For example; its in the cities responsibilto’ to give and emp; the mash comiat 
ners, A thousanditimes itook aphoneline to the representatives but they just teil they have 
no-resources for that. One time they.even asked 200 Eure for a trash oomainer. Ona she 
level we have the rights than all others have, too: free movement etc. Bul in pros Bs 
nothing worth, cause ofthe corniption all money is swallowed up and alse thoy just 2ont 
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DOWN WITH ALL 
PRISONS! 


We print below another report from mainstream 
press concerning this events, and we hope get more 
aceurate from our romanian comrades for next issue. 
Down with all prisons! AbolishingBB 


want to help. For example, if we apply for a regular job on the telepho- 
me everything is allright, but when we come they say they have already 
Jound somebody else for it. And they look at us as if we were not like a 
human being. 

On a.governmental level they dont give a fuck about the Roma. 
Of course people evrywhere are good and bad. But for examle the 
Nationalists formed organized groups to beat us up. And from time to 
time they do an organized action! The highest point of violence was in 
1996 when they killed one. Roma guy. Fourteen months ago one boy got 
an iron stick in the stomach in an attack by three others. 

There was this Grovosy action where they were putting plakats 
in the streets "Serbia for Serbs, out with Roma" and they wanted to attack 
the community of Cemon. We informed the public and got people to help 
us and fortunately it was raining. They did not show up or try it again. In 
the city of Nis there have been grafities of nationalists who forbid the 
Roma kids to go to school ... 

Our Roma village is just one of like 50. Much of the Roma com- 
munities have even worse conditions. Some have no water, no houses so 
they live in selfmade huts-on citydumpsters. There is lots of those cases. 
Here we have a better position, but not good enough. We are on paper 
not discriminated and the media does all to create in the public the opi- 
nion that we have the same conditions like others. But its not true, the rea- 
lity is different. 

But thats not all. Most of us worked in Germany and other 
western countries. Of course lots got returned, but others are still there 
and work for us here also. Maybe people work there in doubleshifts, they 
come back to build a house and also give money here. We as Roma got 
to make better conditions, but the main prablem is that most ofus are not 
politically aware siniply because there is-no time for it. 

fam for example in the Roma National Theater in Belzrad. So 
last year was a Roma musicfestival in Berlin, just Roma. We were invited 
and were the only theater there. After that we were travelling. 

As a representative of our Roma conmutnity i was working to 
get a cooperation on a state level. But i quit this. Everywhere i was fo get 
some understanding and support they chased me away out of the office. 
Now four months ago we formed a group, some kind of NGO to find and 
make contacts. Mainly to make the Roma to help themselves, as Roma to 
go for better conditions. We need to see some light, cause its now the 21st 
century. 























































The most serious incident occurring in a 
Romanian prison after '89. Four youths struggle bet- 
ween life and death, with minimum chances of survi- 
val, while another one has already died, afier a fire bur- 
sted on Friday 27th september at the Craiova Juvenile 
Penitentiary. A missing pair of sport shoes - this was 
the motive of the protest started by the youths, which 
led to the fire. A tragic irony - the shoes were found 
while the prisoners were burning alive. The relatives of 
the prisoners reclaim the authorities, , while "Ziua"new- 
spaper headlines: ‘Dreadful Prison House’ and accuses 
the prison house commander for having ordered that 
proves should be destroyed. 


DREADFUL PRISON HOUSE 






One underage citizen is dead and 4 others are in 
hospital in serious condition. This is the outcome of the 
revolt in PMT Craiova (the Craiova Prison House for 
Youth and Underage). 

The mistreatment of underage and young detai- 
nees in the prison house in Craiova made some of the 
latter revolt, at the cost of one life. Viore] Constantin 
Stamate died. The other four rebels were seriously inju- 
red after their room on fire. 

The incident brings to the foreground again one 
of Romania's most serious problems: life in prison hou- 
ses. The parents of relatives of the underage who rebel- 
led have unveiled the fact that the convicted in this pri- 
son house are ceaselessly tortured and subject to per- 
manent abuse by guardians. 

At present there are people guilty of this inci- 
dent, but nobody tells who they are. But it is sure the 5 
underage are somehow to blame. But it is rather the pri- 
son house rulers who are guilty of it. After often tolera- 
ting breaking of rights, they are now trying to get away 
with it and claim they could do nothing to prevent the 
tragedy. They are blaming one of the convicted for it. 

The prison house commander ordered that pro- 
ves be desiroyed. The Ministry of Justice and the 
Nationa! Office for Child protection and Adoption have 
started independent investigations. 


Now its in process to. make some money for a Roma Cultural 
Center: We are starting from Zero. The first things to do are: to make 
basic living conditions and to make the Roma-aware of themselves and in 
time develop some strategy. It should be a training center. In the first peri- 
od we gather people to do things. We are notacceptecl by the serb socie- 
ty, so if we are working in the Roma Center we might be able to educate 
ourselves or ifa non-Roma want to help they can come too. In this trai- 
ning center we could build a second chance on getting abilities. For 
example if we have computer we can learn to work with this. At least the 
next generation should get an education process. We have to have some 
external contact, now we are looking for NGOs to help us with the pro- 
Jjekt and accomodation. 
So that we can communicate with the world. The Roma would 


appreciate every solidarity Pe a £ 

or support. And in the end ge Be \i Ba The families of the convicted believe the guar- 

help also back. : ui 3 ENG 7? dians employed by PMT Craiova are guilty of it, as 
For respond, iim | they failed in putting the conflict away. Moreover, the 


relatives of the injured underage stated intention to sue 
prison house rulers for mistreating the convicted and 
for the action they took after the adolescents were inju- 
Ted. 


international solidarity 
groups or in dividuals - 
just write to: romano- 
bg@trust-me:com, the 
giver of the interview 
will be happy to get in 
contact with You. 


Families say the convicted youth were under 
terror‘and that the incident could have been prevented if 
their rights had been obeyed and if they had been care- 
fully watched. 
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Workers thrown out to the street; Zadar - Croatia 


Capitalism shows its true face again 
-an anti-humanist and exploiting system led 
soicly by the logic of profits, which are place 
high above the needs of man, The workers of 
the Zadar daily Co. are-the latest victims of 
capitalism in our city: Without a waming (in 
order to prevent them! from self-organiza- 
tion!), they were thrown out fo the street and 
left without the basis of its existence in the 
capitalist society - their jobs: For those wor- 
kers, the state that functions as semi-colonial 
province of the capitafist West holds no futu- 
re and they will probably end in the labour 
market. 

Their tragedy doesn’t end there, at 
ihe loss of cmployment. The tragedy is mul- 
tiplied by the State through the bank loans 
that the majority of workers are forced to take 
in order 10, somehow, follow the "popular 
Croatian standards of living" which has the 
tendency to bring the majority of workers to 
the edges of mere existence. Since there wor- 
kers won't be able to pay back their loans, 
their comrades, workers who decided to be 
guurantées for the loans out of solidarity, will 
have to pay. The fraud is multilayered. 


The scenario that has befallen the 
workers of the dainy company may happen to 
all workers in Zadar and the District, for in 
capitalism, jobs are not secure as they are 
dependant on the fluctuation onthe leviathan 
markets, led exclusively by the logic of pro- 
fits. So. the employer decided to move the 
operation, in Serbia because there the work- 
force comes cheaper, due to the even greater 
socio-economie chaos. Therefore, the alter- 
native is notto close our cycs.and pray that it 
doesn't happen to us, ‘cause God is helpless: 
there. The alternative is to take the: matter in 
our own hands and regulate this. society 
according to the interests of the, working 
class. The capitalist and the worker, regard- 
less of the efforts of our national politicians 
and nationalists to convince us othenvise, 
can't have “joint national interest" because 
their class positions are compleiely-opposite. 
The former exploits, the fatter is exploited; 
the former gives the orders the latter obeys; 
the former'is,a parasite, the laiter is producer. 
The State, which allows for such a-situation 
and provides the legality for it, making a 
hefty profit for iself in this system of inju- 
stice, is itself opposed to the-workers. It will 


always take the side of capital, for it is, 
indeed; a force that rises from capitalism and 
depends on it, just as the capitalism depends 
on the state for its well-being. The ongoing 
privatization of the means of production 
means nofhing more than further deteriora- 
tion of the working class socio-economic 
Status. 

We, the Zadar Anarchist Front, 
solidarize with the laid-off workers and’ 
appeal to them, as well'as all other workers, 
to resist; to take. over the factories, to strike, 
Sabotage and do everything necessary to 
force the capitalists to give us our rights 
back: We-repeat, however, that the liberation 
of the working class is possible only beyond 
capitalism; by taking down Capliialism and 
the State, we will build 2 new: social system 
based on justice. A system based on the 
interests of men, not capital. The society 
which will be managed by and for the wor- 
kers, without bureaucrats to, tell us "what 
should happen.and:-how.” Long live the anter- 
national workers struggle! Long live the 


Revolution! Long live the Anarchy! 
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AFFINITY, EALSE UNITY 
AND FETISHES 


I'd hike to respond to the letter in the last 
issue of ABB entitled "A Critical |aok: at the Polish 
Aaarebist’ Movement written by ene "“Taternal 
Enensy", In large part 1 agree with the observations 
muidte, but 1 think the counments on false sanity and affi- 
uity groups are rather oversimiplified. 

lateraal Enemy (who VM call "Eneuy 
'A' or "Enenra"" for short, since he caines to be “inter. 
nal” aud talks about fetishes) finds false rity the most 
intportaut problem in the morement 1 can agree it is 
important, but 1 don't thiuk it's the biggest problem, 
nor do 1 see the probleyr int the sante nvay. 

According to Exiema, the most inportant 
weakness of our movencent "lays im attempts to creale 
organizations (as if people conldu's be active without 
thse...) that will unify in one body, exerybody calling 
bint{ herself anarbist." Furtbers "Tt ends up in situ. 
ation that we have Anarchist Federation that is unof- 
ficially dead for some tine, having tm its.naks all soris 
of people tht actually don't fell any affiuity with 
others, there ape so intiny contradicting tendencies tn 
this group that no wouder it is not capable of doing 
auything successfiel, ever holding national meetings pro- 
perk.” Exnenta says that there ts a teitency to bure- 
aucratige things, the ideological line is too broad aud 
the nusuvr is 10 organize in affinity groups. 


I think there is something true but alto 
something off the mark: here. To be perfectly clear, 1 
ryect the type of anarchisn which sees organization 
bnilding as the highest coal and disparages everything 
elte because int nry opinion, affinity groups are natural; 
they can work, well and can be perfectly anarebistic ent. 
ties. Those who claim there tf no valvein this typeof” 
organization (affinity group), for nie is avlarge argani- 
ration fetishist who isn't seeing the nbiole pidure. On 
the other band, organizations such as federations can 
be sinply pratice of frre assoaation, netaorking ete. 
and do not-Lare to be either bureaucratic, nor Yale", 
‘Lhe divdingiline between anarchists is not 
aluyys bebveen people abo like organigaions or nol, 
albeit « good muuber of people tend to present it that 
uy. Nor does it bare to be "organizations" that are 
the ones that conwey false nity. 
When wie (front the Prega roids) formed 
a separate group from the genenil Warsaw: EA, uibich 
Bus a very vague aitity, (30 mibced uith different people 
just from the general scene andpeople with all sarts of 
political leanings), we had an interesting experenee. 
All we wanted to do is werk tn a snore cobesive nuy 
with people who thought the saise uuy - in short, ge 
formed an affinity group. Some people saw this as 
“bireaucrabisation" although there's no bureantericy at 
all in our group. Otber peophe sau it as "seetarianisni" 
and, nufortinate), we often shll bare thes label In 
other words, « large-seeuient of people around is seu 
asian absoliely neative thing that we nunted fo 
bats a sealter group that bed suiilar pokes and-goals 
tnstecd of just banging around with everybody and 
beingipart of something broad andabsirie. So the wr- 
bal opposition and pressure qgainst us urasniace not 
really by “organised peopl” like EA (uibere we just 
explained what vias going on and 12 wes coal) woare or 
hess anise there ARE o sytall nuniber of pecphe ubo 


belicer in tis false unity - tet many torch: the reat 


opposition eune for people ube were sinengatize? in 
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any way, (na affinity groups, organizations, ac) and 
just want these big, mass vague groups to function. 
These people in turn are, certainly not a bapiogentous 
group; some people do not feel organizations ‘are needed 
to be actnists, some feelwe don't need to be “anarchisr 
orky"', bsct sonieare jist telally weak: tn the bead pol- 
tically and find it all the same mbether people vote or 
are mentbers of authoritarian, parkesiar are rformnas 
or whatever, just as long as they like you, Ake fo bang 
out with you, etc. And, of course, bigger is beher. 
The opposition of affinity grosb and ore 
nizaton is somembat meaningless for me because both 
pes of entibes.can beso different. An affinuty groip 
can be, for exxmple, a group of peop bo fast bhz 
each. other and have political differences wtich leat 
then: politically. (Many groups bared on cultere and 
Ujestyle are like this.) In that case, an affitity eros 
can bave a broader range of polities than an ergeme- 
gation and also not be ableto finction pokteall. The 
aiost it-can do ts organize concerts and parties tr take 
Pa in very broad politics Eke ansraur denis. Et cam 
be a very dynanic ent, but sbat are we ctming for - 
dynantizm or the axomplshacent of polis! eats? 
(For marty peoph, probably the farmer.) Other army 
groups are very coberte pediicaly, The some ams be 
said of “organteatiens"; come hare a cxatzean PesSaai 
geal, same have only @-sparbo: araty (Lebel) or Bze 


nunity only in: Serre potrite bet wet in atbers. 
The EAt, | thnk, pesienh & oo 


the letter. not of Ufalce" or "sprebelc™ mexitp Exemes's 
Suggestion that tt 8 so broad i is tng ieciae ts eat rest 
iy trig, although, cereanks there are Riarrazs cueosst 
people anid Searans, eonstomcly even servsas es, If 
inxe thot Pel mas angemally ssc? t2 a rather Srond 
platens, butit pias gotten susrsser cna Presaen soece 
sencat thohgtal RRs in ether weeks Pe 
bets fs. riteeeps te mecte a Roxhd tesla! pee 
att aeniudy & comes ths ook < dame merits 
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0. Our gronpmassone of the ones working on changes 
tothe position bit we wiere-never inclined ta,force amare 
concrete ideology in some areas on the oflers. This és 
alinys a question for anarchist organizations, even 
Mare soforexisting/ones which have undergone nine: 
Tous transformations thar for new ones that are star 
ting: Flom deep or detailed sbattd our sotty-be to work: 
together? If we are extremely detailid and ‘sprefie, do 
we sk sererely limiting the ptople who may le alfrat- 
tee to 05? These questions are fond in niauty organi- 
rations, formaland more informal alike. In the FA, 
there. are those who like it tha} mens those whorwant to 
be even less specific and those who waut-to have a ery 
light platform, so it is sometinnes a source of imntation 
Jor some people, ocassionally asource of dissatisfaction. 
1 don't think there's anything Yalse’ about this:sitna- 
Hou; people are aware of this and try either to come to 
Some vinderstanding- or compromise or ga aay. That 
said; there area few soris that simply think it's a waste 
Of time to disenss the different expectations or that sip- 
ply decide that the other people are stupud and just hurl 
offensive remarks. A few people, (very few - 1 can count 
thenr ow the fingers of one hand), this may-actually be 
guilty of trying to create « false unity in the wer that 
they,just assume everybody should bein. dereement wilh 
their assumptions aud fear-discussions that might unco- 
ver auy different ideas: These are the types of people 
who say things like "OK, lel’s nol discuss sexisus ir the 
morement because we all agreent’s bad and nié've gop to 
concentrate on some concrete actions....". These are the 
hypesiof people who, if you tell then you've got another 
opinion and maui to approach things .a different way 
shirt aecnsing. yon of “breaking solidarity" or “Making 
sphis”’, They also seem to be anthoritapia personalities 
who cevrnof even stand denocratic pruaples in practice 
aud Vi surethat it's no cainedence that the people uho 
tuply that everybody mustagree are those hppes. 

That said, on the whole, despite the feu 
bad seeds, J jind-more to nite we with the others in 
FA than those auarcbists ontside. Most anarchists in 
Poland are out of EAL but tdeas to create a different 
Federation came to nothing. Some. must nob see the 
point in having a Federation but I'm sure that others 
couldn't even find enough to unite themselves around 
since most of the anarchist movement is much browder 
in spectriim than the FA. Onite fraukh, that's we're 
you get the reformists Enena complains about; the 
wich broader movement really contains a fot of tefiists 
and liberals who are just attracted'to certain aspects of 
the scene, particdlarly where the scene, bases ttself on 
subentire. Where auarchists don't base theneselves ou 
subaultire, mauy af those hpes just slay away. 

And many, aarchists have a complex 
about this because they knom that, for example tn 
Wrockaus there pray, bea “scene” nith 100 people bit 
ony ove person thr fhe Anarchist Federation, Sq, sonte 
peoplecall the FA “decid” and sonse people wonder how 
to wake it more-relewint to those peqple who.dou' tain. 
The probleys is that there. are different approaches, 
Some aresn favorir of being ‘less:specific’, Others, sisu- 
ally from the anthoritanan camp, are in-favour of get- 
ling more “organized”, sort of like Workers‘ 
Democracy, or somthing because things are inch a 
pits, WhileT am, in:zeneral more fond of good orga- 
nization and réspousitslity. than fuck-ups, muchof the 
siiggestious for iypproving organs xartorr: havecomein the 
form of specalizing fractions and efminating group 
work and even starting anthontanan prattiees and 
usnalfy tend-te conse frou those fourwho, usethreatscand 
insilis tnsfead'of déstussion and’ who. practice author 
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tanian unaccontability and pretend that it's galkech- 
1s, Trontcaly, authorilarianisns ts one of the few pro- 
ten organization biatding methods tn Poland. There 
are apparently a lot of people who want “Yaaktated 
activin! — is, other words, they wanna see that every- 
thing ts wellorganized aud in place berasse they just 
ural fo come and be told what to do; they don'tamant 
to-think, discuss or try to buildia more horizontal pro- 
cess because that's diffiendt. Why bother when you can 
just say there it no hierarchy and go to your action after 
astion and feel Iike.you're makiug an tnsportant social 
nsoveent? Enénra seems to thitk, thid there are a lot 
of people in FA for whonr building the organization i 
a facade, more inportant than real solderity, bat im 
far, it's a fervand, probably they wonddn't-even really 
do or say anythingif it weren't for the fact that they are 
convinced that such behaviour ts just what's needed. 
Unforinnatel;, the sad fact is that some people complain 
that- organizations are "loo bureaucratic” or nancces- 
sary tn Pokane, but some people, even sometimes the 
samme people, want these little leatlers, they want aud 
even need charismatic people to get thens off ther asses 
and tell them whatto do. When we have a bit of chaos 
because of inability t0 make a decision through con- 
seuss, there is ahvays somebody fram this camp ready 
to langh at how disorganized we are and praise the 
smooth runuing of groups that don't even bother to ty 
the consensus process. /\ lot of us knou that this sends 
the wrong message to the unthoritarians: yon must pre- 
sent a well-oiled unified machine, otherwise people will 
faugh yon down. Not important bow yor create it, or 
even if Hf exists at al. 

Enema makes fun of an inability to orga- 
nize the conferences. (Uhis happened a few tinves recent- 
by) 1 nish it were really a funny situation. [t reathe 
Shows what kinds of problens lays at our basis. 1 don't 
think that being too broadly based to be in syne ts our 
problem, the groups outside the Federation are more 
broadly based und some of them have no pereeivable 
polities at all. How eid tt looks int reality? Some people 
hostile to the Federation pracess don't feel like having a 
meeting unless they set the agenda themselves: the antha- 
niariaus (really 2-3 worous) go 50 far as to chain "“the- 
res nothing to discuss” of they haven't set the agenda 
thepselves, just like if they are voted doug in a mee- 
ting, they claim the meeting is a farce. (U's definitely 
unhealthy, but it looks tke they will nse Workers! 
Initiative tustead of FAL in the future as a vehicle for 
doing snch things because. there's fess direct democracy 
there than th EA.) Then makeing the decision is saure- 
Ames difficult: are there many other events being held at 
that tine, bow to make the deasion.., Sometinres peo- 

ple just get frustrated. and call for one perso or group 
to make a sutlateral decision abont holding the con- 
ference and, if it doesn't happen; then. the conference 
may riot bappen, Because not exery group is inclined ta 
bold the conferentesf there isn’t au evernhelniug majo- 
nibs whocagreed to the dates, etc, Enenyt maybe inter 
prets this asFA being dead", and, although tt repre- 
sents a certain problem, 1 think it is a different syn- 
drome. In the old tones, FA. seemed to be very mnch 
under the control of a few leader personalities sho pro- 
bably ensured that decisions were made even if nobody 
took part in them. 1 doy't think: that the Federation es 
deadias, mutch as the problem is that:people seem nnap- 
he to organize thepsselves, there 1s, quite frankly, 
tucredible problem with leaders and autoorganigation 
br this; place - in some cities more than ofhers. 
For example, people were complaining last 
Jeanthat tie FA bulletin stops coming oft, 50 we inven: 
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ted the publishing tool whirb allows people to sribmjy 
fterss to the bulletin except net everybody uses i 
Ironically, it's exartly the peop’ who argned the niogt 
for the institution of a centralized bulltin tinder some 
editor uo seem incapable of using this open, decentrn. 
bing fool We don't Anow ubat do think - did they 
want this ceutralizdd editor becaxse they're too kezy to 
take part in this.reation themseloes or do they not pap. 
fapate becasse the vote deridid to do it in a differen) 
way than udat they proposed or something. ele? We 
don't hnow, bit we-see that the ones Likely to connplaiy 
that fois selfrorganization as afailure aud move agcin 
for entraligation are exactly the people who were.unal- 
be or umuilling to partiapate in the decentralized model 
Perberps these are more detatls-about the inner problenis 
of EA thaw the average reader of ABB 1s interested 
ja and surely these are serious protilens, but the point 
ts that they stems to stem auore from a tradition of hier- 
acbical organigations. 

The expertation fron the ontside from 
some that we present a unified front, even if we're nat 
alavys of the same mind, that makes the problems 
worse. People find it easier f0 be frustrated and come up 
nith the wrong solutions than fo le abse to tackle such 
a problem. Fur sure that mauy of ns have coutenple- 
ted giving np only to decide that somelou there mere 
enough good people to merit staying aud trying to wake 
things better. A lot of us know we'll face the same shit 
in or out of the Federation, 

I find it all a Catcdh-22 situation; we're 
supposed to look nenfied or we're acensed of false unity. 
If there are unified groups with clear objectives, they're 
talled sectartaus. Uf we respond to. being labelled secta- 
niaus by having more sninimralistic features tu common, 
we're too broud based. If we go in small groups, we're 
labelled rpoputar and unsuccessful. If we try to make 
lurger groups, they say we make a fetish out of orvani- 
zation building. In shore, there are many people who 
just don't like ws, for a whole variety of reasons; sone 
enn contradictory. Some justified. It is bard to be asne 
cessful group if you are uot stugle-issue focused or based 
on souiething local, a concrete project, or so vagite as.to 
be meaningless, (Ldke “alter-globalists') [tis hard ta 
be a larger group or federation than au affinity group, 
but that doesn't mean there might nof be benefits, despi- 
fe some problons and drawbacks, And it has to exist 
ia a larger scene, nith people sending mixed messages, 
with people intent on disliking it beconse their bribe dis. 
tikes it, with leftists hoping it will get broader so as to 
include heftisn but at the same time claiming it's toa 
broad, with some people saying. it's too unthoritarian 
but working with even more authoritarian bodies... 
Some of the problems me have are really one oun fault 
but I get the impression that ot lot of it bas 10 do mith 
bowing fo, pressure from the seeue de abandon our fo/d) 
of trying to be committed anarchists when we cun be 
organiziug squat parties instead ~ which, accorfing to 
wibat I seo, .is more attractive to them all thin, for 
exwnple, making a solidarity protest or talking about 

polities. T would be tidy surprised that Enema found 
“organizational feishism, mnbich as far as 1 Rnow 
effects only a small handful of peopl, to he more 
serrons a problem than sloppy and contradictory pol- 
tts, lack of ability to selforganize, lath of conmmit- 
myent andiresponsibility or even sustance abnee if Ledid- 
4't already. Kan thet this particnlar thing is an easy 
Ang to target, especially for those wha nent somebod) 
ehe!s shit to stink: more thar their oun, Lanrs 
(who's beretic opinions are hers and is-not speaking: 
on bbl of any orgagation 
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Armenia 


"Proryy" - anarcho-communist group from 
Yerevan; hup/Amyw.ad-emunanod.m 
P 
yaga@freenetani 








Belarus 


ABC Belarus - Belarus 230023 Grodno p.o.box 
277; intolerant@sulonom.zm.com: yyw. .anarehik= 
iblackcross:by.ru 

AFA (Antifascist 
restlessd | @mail.com 

Anarchist Library - Minsk antyfa@matLnu 

Anti-McDonnld - —htppy//belmac.narod-m: 
hipp//kompaktornarod.nt 

ANTYFA - antifascist group; antyfa@mail.no 

Autonontous Action / Grodno - Grodno PO, Box 
38 230015 Grodno; Belanus. 

Autonomous-Action / Minsk.- Minsk/P. O. Box 34 
220030 Minsk; Belarus. 

“Ataka" - anarchistnewspaper, ataka@tut.by 

BAL Belarusinn-Anareliy Front -; baf@listru 





Action) - Minish; 


Belnrusian Linux Community - 
Wwwww.linuxhitech.by 
| "Ecoresist" - anarcho-ecological group; ecoac- 
tion@étut.by 


FAB / Federation of Belarusian Anarhist - 

* Minsk; P.O.Box'33, 220134; 

* Novopoloc; nuts-!@rumblerru 

“Free Theatre" - anarchist theatre from city of 
Brest; esate | izbcre@mailm 

KDS "Razam" / Condefedaration of Active 
Initiatives “Together! - 230005 Belarus; Grodno 
PO Box 237; kds-razam@ut. by; wawwsazam by.ru 

“Navinki” - satincal anarchist weekly newspaper, 
Minsk; kampramat@tutby 

“Rebellious girls” - anti-sexist inibative in Minsk; 
rebelgirls@mail.re 

www.anarchistory.boom.nu - history of anarchy.in 
Belanas 

wwy.37S5crew.org - diy. political punic\ hardcore 
culture of Belarus 


Bosnia & Herzegowma 


Anarchist Collective "Slobodna Krajina" - 
Banjaluka; eb_useyu@yahoo.couk 

Wy y.osvajanjeslobode:brayvelost.com -anar- 
chist info from Bill 


Bulgaria 


“Anirho Sprotiva" (Anarchist Resistance ) - 
newspaper, http//resismncahit bz 

"Chlyab i svobodn!! (Bread andifreedom) = new- 
Spaper / discussion forum) htip//savanne.chésvobada; 
svoboda@)/bulgani.cont 
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LisT OF 


“Anarcliy in BG" - http//change,to/anarchy, 
anarehy@bulenria.com 
www stand:al/struppie - anarchist web-site with 
lot of interesting historical ‘material 


Croatia 


APA - anarchist antifa networks wavv.vjec- 
iWlotpor.vze.com; antifasisia@eml! linet 

AnkemA (Anarcho-Feminist-Acton) - anfe- 
ma@zamirnct wivwsnfeme tk 

"Monte Paradiso" - squai/Social centre m Pula: 
URK Monteparadiso'cx Vojama KiRoje; Gdjeva 5; 
52100 Pula; hup//Squatuet/monteparadiso; monte- 

isx@putel. hr 
jeka anarchist initiative - rai200@nethr, 


anarhist i@yahooicom 
"SKATULA" - infoshop in Rijeka: u Kruznoj 
&; open Wed&Thurs.17-21 


“Tabula Rasa” - anarchisV/ibertanan infoshop m 
Cakoyec; sdress: Josipa Kozarca BB; post:infoshop 
Tabulairasa, pp. 18,403 15'M. SrediscesGroana 

ZA.F./ Zadar Anarchist Front - local anarchist 
group in the city of Zadar, 
vadarskianarechisti@yahoo.com; 
solidamost.mahost. org 

ZAP / ZagrebackilAnarhistichi Pokret - 

Zagreb's Anarchist Movement; 
Www. gedcities.con/CapitolHill/Senate!3707, zap 
2e{Q7AMIT-28 2M BPC.OTB 


Czechia 


ABC-CSAF - c/o PH, po box.41, 565-01 Ghocen. 
abo@csafcz 

ABA - anarchist anti-fascists group; po box $1; 100 
81 Praha 105; afa_praha@volmicz 

AKA AnarchoCommunist Alternative - AKA- 
EZ@emnail.cz; phone numbers-42077763 7863 

“A-Kontra™ - anarchist magazine ahd) collective, 
po box 223, Lil 21! Praha }:a-kontra(@csafiez, 

Anarchist Group Uherske Hradiste — 
Inttpyfuhaswz.cz; bhas(@email.cz; "Bazar", ROBox 
24; 686 01 Uh Hradiste 

CSAF / Czechia - (CSAB - GzechSlovakia 
Anarchist Federation): po box 223. 1iLt 21) Prue 
Iinterno@RE Wows. osificz/english 

Kaleraci sodilnich anarchistu (RSA - IWA) 
(Federation of Social Anarchists} PO box 5: 15906 
Praha «56; —_fSa_intergec(@anarchismusiors: 
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‘infoshop etc; Vijolisu 24; Kuldiga ; 1V-3300Latvax 
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hitp:/fsalanarchisrmis ong 





















Feminist Altiance of March’ $7 - (@&ferinist 
group} fsSibrema@centumicz 

Info-Shop - Socharska 6; Prague. 

SMILE ADA” - squat in Prague; 
milada so@yolriy.cz 


ORA “Sotidanty” - organization 6freyolitionary 
anarchists; LK po box 223; 11] 21 Praha & 
hutp/falarmsolidanta org; intersee@s0lidarita.org 

“PAPIRNA” = squat m Prague, 

PH - international Eolas of GSA 
Intersed(@csaf cz 















Estonia 


wwwy.hotee/anarhism - Future AnarchistiParty of 
Estonta 












Hungaria 
"GONDOLKODO ANTIKVARIUN® = anar 
chist bookshop; wxcainfo kim buy 






gondolkodo@citromail-u Logodi wea SI; (L012 
Budapest (it is near Metro stahon "Moszkva ter); 
open: Monday-Fnday. 12-18: 
BARRICADE COLLECTIVE -anarchistgroup: 
hitp//anarcom lapjachu 
www.geocities:com/anarchoinia, 











Latvia 


PRETSPARS COLLECTIVE - zme, distro, 
web. actions ~ hipy/pretsparsthardcore lt, pret 












wewwaekaclly, mans. stemberps@kaiidies ty 
Lithuania 


activ e@hardcore.tt- LT activists network 

“BENDRADARBIAI” - aumomous culture 
centre in Sinulia; Vyraute g.1'03 A. Siaulin: tel. 
370 69909049 

booking@hardcoreilt - booking in Lithuania 

"GREEN" — diy culture club in Vilnius: 












Maironio 3 {in the yard). Vilnrus: 
booking @hardcore lt 





wwiw.hardcore.lt- Lithuanian diy scene info 
resource on the nét 


Macedonia 


KOLEKTIV ZA SLOBODARSKA IDEIA 
- wnarchist cdllectiv in Skopie; 
EE IU PUSR OG OBO @ o.com; 












Postad Sloboda (Freedom Square) - axis 
publisher, plosad_slobodaiaihomnail com. 
Direktna Akoja - drecaiinsnad comms 
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Poland 


ABC/ACK - wwiv.ack.mostorg pl 

ACK Warszawa - po box 30: 02-74] Warszawa 
121. binletryn@ack wp] 

ACK Poman - po box 5; 60-966 Poman 31. 

Wp.pl 

ACK Bialystok - po box 43; 15-662 Bialystok 26, 

ACK Slupsk - po box 65; 76-200 Slupsk 12. 
bifa(palbox.com 

ACK Trojmiasto - pomierz@friko2.onct pl 

ACK Wroclaw -S.AKA ul Jagicionczyka 10D; 
50-240 Wroclaw. pbn@poprostu.pl 

ACK Lublin - Pior Hiller, ul Cwiklinsliceo 230; 
20-067 Lublin. cqhien@pocza.onet pl 

ACK Lodz -CIL, Po BOX 203, 90-950, Lodz 1; 

falodz(@ipoczm onetp! 

Anarcbist Library - ul.Pulaskicgo 21a: Poman, 

Anarchist Library - ul Jagielonczyka 10D; 
Wroclaw. 

“A-TAK" - anarchist magazine from Krakow; 
atak(@poprost (contact); atak.dystrybucja@wp.p! 
(distro); ww. red-mit wimtena. p/atak hom! 

“A-zine” - an anarchist publication in english con- 
tains ancles of polish anarchist froups. L.Akai, po 
box 227; 00-987 Warszawa 4. cube@ziezae.pl 

“BUNKIER”? (“B48”) - underground 
concervparty space; ul. Wschodnia 48; Tonun; 
drozdzu(@inieria.pl 

“C-4” -altemative culture centre in Lodz (ul. Weglowa 
4). 

“Czarny Blok” (“Black Bloc’) - anarchist publica- 
tion in polish; po box 43; 15-662 Bialystok 26. 

“De Centrum” - anarchist squat in Bialystok, 
adress: ul.Czestochowska 14/2; 
wwiw.decentum pr.pl 

EMANCYPUNX - anarcha-feminist group; po 
box 145; 02-792 Warszawa 78. 

FA (Anarchist Federation) - federation of polish 
anarchists consisting of many local groups, 

FA- virtual collective sercretary - biurofa@z02_pl 

FA-Biala Podlaska - fabp@poczm.onetpl 

BA-Bialystok - wildeast@poczia.onctp! 

FA-Czestochowa - akiclasiak@wppl 

EA/RSA Gdansk:- jwal@peseda.pl 

FA-Inowroclaw - pychu@poczia.onetpt 

FA-Krakow - jukasdab@poczi.onetpl 

FA-Lublin - falubln@pocztmonetpt 

FA-Lodz - falodz(@dpoczza.onet.pl 

FA-Opole - sobol!3@o2.pi 

FA-Osirowiec Sw. - marcin@inatura. most org pl 

FA-Poznan - fa-poznan@o2.p| 

FA-Rzeszow - xjedrusx@o2.pl 

FA-Slupsk - onetbifaid@poczta.onctpl 

“FA/RSA Sochaczew - antinazi@fnko6.onetp! 

FA-Szczecin - fa_smm(@iniena. pI; winanar@wp pl 

FA-Warszawa - natakr@poczta. onetpl 

FA-Warszawa/Praga - hydrozae(@poczia.onctp! 

FA-Wroclaw -ahm@o2.pl 

FA Zyrardow - sidtom(@poczia.wp.p! 

Food Not Bombs / Gdansk - po box 118: 80-470 
Gdansk 45. 

Food Not Bombs /Olsayn - edelwess(ao2 pl 

food Not. Bombs /iReesanwy - u!.Kustronia 6/48;,35- 
303 Rzeszow, fel.602769138. 

Food Not Bombs / Gliwice -‘S.E.K_W. Krzyk’; 
po box 2; 44-101 Gliwice. www-food pliwvice.cam 
www.foodnotbombs.prv.pl 

“FREEDOM” - Centre of Animation an 
Altematve Culture / Anarchist Centre & Collective; 
ul. Jagieloncayka 10D; Wroclaw. freedom69@go2:pl 
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pie) reastenta@yahoo.com www. gluganeas 


Grupa Anarchistyczna “Solidarnosc” (Anarchist 
Group “Solidanty”) po box 12; 60-975 Poznan 61. 

“INFOSZOP” - mifoshop / anarchist & feminis! 
library / info cafic in Warsaw; ul Lotewska 11; Saska 
Kepa; Warszawa. Open: Monday-Thursday 18°°- 
20, Saturday 13°°-17*°, Sunday 14°°-17°°; 
Wwwwaltermost org plinfoshop; tel. +48 503676482 

Inicjatywa Pracownicza FA / [P-FA (Workers 
Initiative of FA) - fecleration ‘of erdups linked 10 FA 
focusing on support for workers: 

IP-FA / Szczecin - Dominik Sawicki, po box 53; 
70-474 Szczecin 34. 

IP-FA / Silesia - po box 2; 44-100 Gliwice; inicja- 
lywa_silesia@hopa pl 

KOLEKTYW AUTONOMISTOW (Collective 
vf Aulonomists) - group of activist po box.13;87-116 
Torun 17; michoo77/@poczta.onet.p| ° 

“KROMERA” - squav/culture contre; ul Kromera 
63; Wroclaw. 

LETS - Local Economy Trade System in Krakow. 


testcyff@pkr.edu.pl 

LETS - Local Ekonomy Trade System in Poznan. 
lets@poland.com 

“LITTLE MARY” - anarchist squat in 
Craestochowa; ul. Warszawska 249/25; 

“Mac Parindka’ - anarchist magazine in polish; 
panadka@polbox.com 


“PLLON” - underground bar/caffe open Mo-Sa 
from 6pm; adress: ulica Bulwar Filadelfijski - Torun 
{under the only one car bridge in the city). 
pilon@pocata onetpl web:http/Avww.pilon.prvpl 

RAAF (Radical Anti-Fascist Action) - wwywantifa- 
Wildeast.prv.pl ; po box 43; 15-662 Binlystok 26. 
pkropotkin@»wp_pl 

“Radical Cheer Leaders” - anarchist female cheer 
leaders team based! in Warszawa. Contact through 


Emancypunx. 
“ROZBRAT” - squat / anarchist centre, 
ul Pulaskiego 21a; Poznan. 


S.EKW. “KRZYK” - squat/ anarchist centre, po 
box 2; 44-101 Gliwice (ul. Sienkiewicza 25; tel +48 
304878370). 

“strehA” - mfoshop in Szczecin; ul.Domanskicgo 
tc, te].504935357, 

“SEWESI™ - anti-military service; ul Pulaskiego 
214, po box 5; 60-966 Poznan 3] 

“TEKNO COLLECTIVE? - underground tech- 
no crew from Torun; sadi@poczia.onet.pl 

WIEDZMIA ( the WITCH ) - anarcha feminist 
group; PO BOX 3321-500 BIALA PODLA- 
SKA: POLAND; witchgrrri@poczta.onetpl : 
www.wicdzma.most.org.pl 

"YA BANDA - anarchist samba band 
Milanowck/Warszawa. olga23@go2.pl 


Romania 


AACTIV-IST Collective Timisoara, Antifa 
autonome / anarchist punk group - aactivistcollec- 
tive@yahoo.com, pinkpanthers@cro; aac@bume- 
rang.ro 

A Nera - ecological, socidl and (counter) cultural 
center, in the mountains Cheile Nerei: anctivistcol- 
lectve@yahoo.com 

Actiunea Anarhista (Anarchist Action) - splecn- 
patty@yyahoo.com 

C.AF. (Craiova Anarho Front) - anarchist collecti- 
ve from city of Craiova; libertaicro@yahoo.com 

Gluga Neagra / Black Tfood - distribution & 
bookings for diy — concerts tours; 
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£73, 20.10 
INFO-PROPAGANDA — anarchist leaffees public- 


hing from Craiova; libertatero(@tyahoo.cam , libertat. 
er{@yahoo.com 
MISCAREA UNDERGROUND TIMISOARA - 
(UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT TIMISOAR A). 
wrwugin oso 

URA - anarchopunk fanzine from Craiova: 
hip /Avww.waste.org~roadnunnes horea‘roman himi 
LOVE KILLS - woman anarchopunk zine / 
Craiova; libertateroa:yahoo.com 
libertateran@yahoo.com 

“Revolia !? - bymonthly anarchist & diy he/pun 
newsletter / Timisoam: 
anctivistcollective@yahoo.com 

“Revolutionshop” -anarchist mfoshopin Craiova: 
reyolutionshop@hoinail.com 

wivie.proiectns.org - grassroots activist site 

winwaniscareapunk.gose - site abou punk (and 

not only) ui Romania 



















Russia 







ABC-Moscow - abe-moscow@avtonon.or; PO. 
Box 13 109028 Moscow (no name on envelope !11) 

Alliance of Kazan Anarchists - antimil@marod.n: 
http//antimil narod ru 

"ANARCHIVE" - russian language electronic 
library and archive of anarchist theory and practice: 
http//anarchive.da.ru 

Anarchist group of Nizlini Novgorod - P.O. Box 
25 603104 Nizhni Novgorod Russia ad_nn@mail.ru 

Animal and Earth Liberation in Russia - PO 
Box, 135, Sochi, Russia, 354065. c-mail:anlibem- 
ton@ramblern 

ANTI-FA Samara - anti_fa@muil.ru 

Associntion of Anarchist Movements (ADA) - 
sce "Novy Swet" newspaper contact adress 

"Epicenter" - anarchist infoshop in $t.Petersburg;; 
post: Epicenter /o Viadimir Tarasov, PO Box 103, 
190013, StPetrsburg, Russia. ¢-mail: cpicenter- 
infashop@) 

FOOD NOT BOMBS - Moscow - 
http://foodnoibombs.nct.ru 

Free Trade Unions Confederation - Tomsk; 
hnp/kulac.narod.ru 

Indymedia Russia - (in Russian language) 

_ hap//nussia.indymedia.or:: 

indyru@nadir.org; a 
indymoskwa@pochamtnu (Moscow); 
indymedia_piter@pochtamtnu (Petersburg); 

Smeshno@riseup.net (Kiev, Ukraine). 

IOKAS / Irkutsk Organization Of Anarcho- 
Syndycalist Federation e 
\wwwaneclfire.conviaIOKAS; sidorovan@mail,u 

JERRY RUBIN CLUB - Moscow punk club, 
cooperating with aninrehists and environmentalists; 
Jre@nm.su; bepyfjaryctub.narod.n 

KRAS - FWA (Confederation of Revolutionary 
Anarchosyndikalists) - Moscow: c/o Vadim Damier. 
-Pereulok Alynova 13 Kv: 24; 107258 Moscow, 
comanar@mail.ni; http://nitrus.narod.nu 

"MEGAPHON" - magazine of anarchist, antica- 
pitalis, antiwar, Jabour, environmental and other 
Kinds of activism; Megaphon@)mail333.com 

"NOVIY SVET" - anarchist newspaper ncw- 
word@mailadmiml.ny http/ovsvetnarod.nt (all 
Issucs'since 1989), 

"NOZHI { VILKI" - political punk/hardcore fisn- 
ine, Zilonis@newmail.ru; Dmitry Ivanov, p.0. box 
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Communities in Strugsic 


COMMUNITIES IN STRUGGLE 


30)S.-Petersbure. 195009) Russia — 

OLD SKOOL KIDS - punWhardcore label and 

distro; oldschoolkids@yvahoo.com; 

betp:/osiads.nm.ni 

Petersburg Antiwar Committe - sce “Nowy 

Ssyet" contact adress 

Petersburg League of Anarchists ~ see "Noviy 
Swet" contact adress 
PUNK REVIVAL - antifascist and anarchist 
punks from ST.Petersburg - http:/Avwwepunk- 
revival.com 

RAINBOW KEEPERS - radical enyironmental 
movement: Contactadnesses? 

-Nizhniy Novgorod - kiem@drontru 

-Votkinsk - votkinskrk@mail:ru 

-Kasimov - rh@rk ryazan.ni 

; also the address of Tredy Put magazine) 
uliark@rambler.ru 
- maasha@rambler.nu 
we - vty2@maiLru, dpx@etel.ru 
Horzi@seuru, blatoba@mail.u 
- duplol@mail.ru, duplo@samtel.cu 
narodnu 
- rkrostov@don.sitek.net 
burg - tauli@mail.nt 
SOUND SYSTEM - label & distro including 
al punk stuff, 

higpy/svinokop.narod.nu; diyhe@oyahoo.com 

Siberian Confederation of Labour - Omsk; 
hup//syndikalistnarod.ny/ 

UTOPIA” - anarchist magazine of revolution and 
counterculture Vladlen Tupikin, p:o. box 80, m-208, 
Moscow, 117208, Russia; 

utopiag@mail333.com 

"Victor Serge's Library" - anarchist & commu- 
nist library; 

"VOLYA" - anarchist newspaper (since 1989); 
obschischina@pisem.nct; 

hep/voljanm.ru 

“ZHEST"  - 
zhest(@pisem.ne 

AUTONOMOUS ACTION network: 

Autonomous Action - network of anarchist & 
libertarian groups all over Russia. po box 13;109028 
Moscow, fak-kr@mail.cu 

Autonomous Action of Krasnodar {also for 
Avionom-paper) P.O. Box 3472, 350001 Krasnodar 
Russia fak-kr@mail.ru 

Autonomous Action of Moscow P. O. Box 13 
109028 Moscow Russia dikobrazi@lists.tao.ca 

Autonomous Action (antiglobalist initiative pro- 
ject) -po box 3472; Krasnodar 350001. 
anti_bs@muail.ru 

“Avionom” - regular publication of Autonomous 
Action. 

Cities with individual members connected to 
Autonomous Action: (for Brest of Belarus, Kirov 
and Perm wnite to:‘Krasnodar contact adress) 

Alma Ata - P.O. Box 149 480 000 Alma Ata 
Kazakhstan ad_eldar@hownail.com 

Belorechensk - P.O. Box 5 352630 Belorechensk; 


anareho-feminist magazine; 


Russia sukivsc@hotbox.ni - Brynka - P.O. Box 10 
94100 
Chelyabinsk - P. O. Box 18742 454021 


Chelyabinsk; Russia viil@chel.sumetn 
Irkulsk - Vladimir Skraschuk Poste Restante 
664056 Irkutsk; Russia 
(zhevsk (Udmurtian republic) anthwar@udnun 
Kaliningrad - ska-konig@nail.nt 







Kasiniov= POBox 52 391330) 

Ryazanskaya oblast Russia -rk@lavnik-fyazanmu 

Kolomna - Yun Popov Postt Restante, 140476 
Moscow oblast, plavpochtumpt. 

Murmansk - P’ ©. Box 4614 183050 Murmansk; 
Russia. 

Novgorod - Vitaltya Eapikina Poste Restante 
173014 Novgorod; Russia; hol ex 

Novorossisk - PQ: Box 144°353907 Novorossisk; 


Russiay ger2(@mail ra 
Rostov-na-Donti- FO. Box 4059 344103) Rasav- 
na-Donty Russa; neponyamy@pisennet 
Saint-Petersburg --Bolshakov AE. Poste Restante 
192281 Saint-Petersburg; Russia 
blackeuan int 


Sochi- d_m@pochtamptny 

Tyumen-P, O. Box 4481 625001 Tyumen ; Russia; 
roustam_[@homnailicom 

Volgozrad - Vyacheslav Yascherko ul. 
Novorossiskaya 16-56 400087; Volgograd; Russia 

Voronezh an-action@ramblerru Anarh-vm@yan- 
dex. 

Yaroslav! - yar_anarchy@mailru 

Yekaterinburg - kreator@mail.urn 

Yoshkar - Ola P ©. Box 76 424028 Man Republic 
Russia 

Websii inkes Sif F 

hup-/ad-directnewmail ne - federal site maintained 
from Novorossisk 

httpY/redskin newmailu - Red and Anarchist 
Skinheads RASH, maintained from Novorossisk 

http//antijobnmru - site:against. work, mamtained 
from. Moscow 

http//and-fa.da.ru -Anti-fascist project "Black and 
Green resistance” from Samara 

hitpy//potok-hotmailima - website against Blue 
Stream gas pipeline, maintained from Novorossisk 

Itp/Awwvadsmunarodny - Nizhai Novgorod group of 
anarchsss 

hipvAvww.poetS .narod.ru - website of anarchist 
culture; maintamed:-from:Nizhni Novgorod 





http/Aywyw.tao.ca/~dikobraz/distto - A-distro, big= 
gest distributor of Anarchist literature m the fooner 
Soviet Union 

hitp:/Avww.almaty-liberta.boom.ru 2 
Libertarian communisisn Kazakhstan. 


Serbia 


ASL/ Anarcho-Syndicalist Initiative - ~ S@inigye- 


iva.org, (international secretary): www.inieljativa. org 
Federation of tnternationalist A 


narchists - federucija@ml Lnet 

TAS-ADA - anarchist library of focal group of AS; 
/o Slobodan Gajin, Vojvodjanskih Brieada 15b'8, 
24430 Ada, 

RRR (Radical Resourse Room) - poliycultural 


THIS LIST CAN BE ENLARGE AND KEEP CURRENT ONLY WITH YOUR HEL, 
SO WE ARE CALLING ALL GROUPS AND ACTIVISTS AROUND THE EASTERN EUROPE 

FOR HELP THROUGH CONTACTING US EACH TIME WHEN YOU REALIZE 
‘THAT ANYTHING NEED 'TO BE CHANGE OR ADD ON THESE THREE PAGES. 


‘project|in’ Krajevo, konra@ pte yu; |www.konra- 


ubwar Collective - Belgrade; shayedwo- 
menz lo@yahoo:com 
wriwanarchy-serbia.tk — new anareho side from 
Serbia 


Slovakia 


AFA-Bratislaya (Antifasisticka Akeia 
Bratislava) -bacity_afa@yahoo.com 

AFA-West(Antifascist Action in west Slovakia) - 
afa_skI@hotmailicom 

GIRNY KRIZ; (CK, Black Cross) - ciemy- 

.COM. 

GSAF / Slovakia - (ESAE - Czech-Slovana- 
Anarchist Federation); sloyensko@icsaf-ez 

fintemeuonal contact}; regional contac: 

CSAF Brilislava = bratislava@csaf.cz 

CSAF B Bystrica — boysmca@icsaficz 

CSAF Trencin -tencin@csakicz 

GSAF Vychod - csafsk_vychok@yahoo.com: 

PRIAMA AKGIA (Direct Action) - radical: soci- 
al anarchist organization /iqnarchist-mion: po box 16; 


840'08, Bratslava'48; pnamaakcia(@lyahoo'com 


AFA LJ - Antifasisticna Akcija Ljubliana; anar- 
chist AFA ercup; afail(@volja net 

AKD IZBRUH KULTURNI BAZEN - amtono- 
mous culture centre insquated swimmrpool.im’ Kran); 
erywakd-izbnth.tk; akd \izbrub@syahoo.com 

SAF / Social Anarchist Federation - 
safinfoGemailsi 

www:ruleless:com - sloventan anarchist portal 


Ukraine 


“anarh akbar" - @ anc from. city of Suny; 
B.OBox 131; 40-030 Sumy, Ukrama:(no-name on 


envelope!) 

Autonomous Action / ILugansk  - 
con E BO GA 

INFOSHOP - infoshop in’ Kijev; 

infoshop@email com, GorkaSc 128: Kiev; open 

from: 1-7PM. 

“Nabat" - ukrainian libereman‘anarchist newspa- 
per, www-nabat mfo-azarofi@hotbhncns 


Www-zarazorg= page of'anarchists from Kyrie 
TIGRA:NIGRA - anarchist. croup from ‘Kicy, 
hrtp//in_zaraz ore 


Turke: 
ABE / Anarchist Black Crescent - 
abcankare@vahoo.com 
“Tsimsiz” - anarchist countér-maeazme: 
isimsiz. dergi@yahoo.com 
“Kara Gazete” - anarchist street cesesleder, 
http.://Karaeazete.pers.com 


kara tren kolektfi (biacktrain collective) - 
trveling distribution of anarchist literanare, info 
and material; karatren@soRthome.net: 
hftp.://ankarafanzin. freeservers.com - zin¢ 
from Ankara 

bitp.:/weganarsi.cjbnet - dnarchoprimitivist 
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THE EAST EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES HAVE GOOD EXPERIENCE ... 
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